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READERS' LETTERS 

THE FOLLIES OF OUR LEADERS 


To* i he Editor of The Jerusalem Port 

Sir. — Prime Minister Begin 1 * failure 
to receive an invitation to meet with 
President-elect Reagan in Washington 
recently was thrown into high relief 
when Chancellor Helmut Schmidt was 
received by Mr. Reagan a week later. 
The publicity attending Mr. Begin’s ill- 
starred attempt to see the American 
President-elect, reports or the lin- 
ed i lying -manoeuvring to effect such a 
meeLing, and the spectacle of Israel's 
prime minister waiting hat in hand for 
the invitation that never came, suc- 
ceeded only in embarrassing Israel, the 
President-elect of the United States, and 
Israel's friends everywhere. The West 
German chancellor's quick success in 
gaining entry through a door barred to 
Israel's premier served to cast Israel in 
the role of politically naive mendicant. 

Equally embarrassing was Mr. Begin’s 
pruise of Mr. Carter for his concession 
in the hour of defeat. It was the earliest 
concession of a presidential election in 
American history and caused many 
voters to stay home from the polls. 
There are senators and congressmen, 
Some of them staunch friends of Israel, 
over the yean, who may haye lost 
closely contested elections because of 
Mr. Curler's imprudently limed conces- 
sion. What Mr. Begin luuded ait a 


mugnanlmous act was condemned by 
the U.S. media as a regrettable show of 
irresponsibility. 

Hirsh Goodman recently observed 
(November 23) that “the greatest 
tragedy of the Likud government is that 
nobody can keep his mouth shut." 
Israel's discourse with other nations, 
bedevilled by misunderstanding, suspi- 
cion and hostility, can only be exacer- 
bated by the gaucheries and faux pas 
committed by Its leaders. Follies like 
Weizman's endorsement of Carter, 
Begin’s praise of Carter’s premature 
concession, and the vain scrambling for 
an appointment with Reagan disclose an 
ignorance of the amenities and an indif- 
ference to protocol which demean Israel 
in the eyes of the world and in its own 
eyes. 

When Mri Begin spoke to il* world 
shortly after his election as prime 
minister, Jews everywhere were stirred 
by his words. For here was a proud Jew 
leading e people which held its head 
high among the nations. It is ironic that 
now many see him as a suppliant asking 
crumbs ut the tubles uf the mighty. For 
this has been the traditional stance of 
the gatur Jew. When Isrld’i leaders 
engage in such activities both they and 
their country are denigrated. 

DR. EDGAR E. SISKIN 

Jcruaulem. 


ENTRANCE FEES TQ TEL AVIV 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir. — It seems to me that Tel 
Aviv Mayor Shlomo Lahat la as 
short on memory a a Tel Aviv’s 
treasury la on money. 

On July 20, 1079, Mr. Lahat devis- 
ed a ache mo to charge non-Tel Aviv 
residents for use of the services 
paid for by the Municipality of Tol 
Aviv. Basically, this la a brilliant 
idea nn 6 I suggested then that 
Jerusalem adopt the aamo plan by 
charging non- Jerusalemites a 
nominal fee to pray at the Wall and 
to visit other historical and 
religious altos in Jerusalem. 


idea was reintroduced In order to 
"augment" the Income of the city of 
Tel Avtv. Surely It would be easier 
for Mayor Lahat to declare Tel 
Aviv an Independent state, thereby 
entitling Tel Aviv to direct aid from 
the U.S. ; nlBo, Tol Aviv could print 
stamps and chargo customs duties 
along with the ontrance foes to the 
city. 

I am sure that these Ideas will go 
at least pnrt of the way towardB 
solving Tel Aviv's monetary 
problems without resorting to 
Charging entrance fees. 


On November 17. 1MO, the same Jcruaalcm. 


ALLAN J. MARKS 


FUNDS FOR YESHIVOt a MONARCHY? 


Sir. — I refer lo Cluinu Hohinick's Id- 
ler of November 23. "Ycshivoi: a good 
iMdtmcnt.'* 

No sane Jew is objecting In allocating 
funds Tor yevhivot. What we do object lo 
is money given without any accounting 
or where it is going or who is getting it. 

REUBEN BEN ABRAHAM 

Jerusalem. 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir. — On returning from a tour of 
Israel. I have had a brilliant Idea 
on how to solve the country’s 
political problems. Why not restore 
the monarchy? 

PATRICK STREETER 

London. 


BAD EXAMPLE 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — "Education official 
cheats on bagrut — keeps job" 
(November 10) is Incredible! What 
kind of an example Is this for pupils 
In our schools? 

When I was teaohlng In 1071-73, 1 
was astounded to find that even 
teachers who were supposed to 
proctor exams were caught helping 
atudents to cheat; some were 
reprimanded and forced to resign 
for a year, but then rehired as if 
nothing had happened. How now 
can the Ministry of Education ever 
hope to crack down on cheaters 
when It condones this type of 
behaviour on Its own premises? 
How can It be sure that this official 
will not cheat again if hr a friend’s 
child In the future on take bribes? 

Is the pupil who is taught to cheat 
on exams and often helped by a 
teacher going to become an honest 
citizen when he goes out into the 
world? Or will be continue to cheat? 
Why should ho suddenly become 
honest after learning how oheatlng 
In school pays? 

YA 'A CO V BEN-8 HA UL 

Jerusalem. 

AUTOPSIES 

To the Editor of The Jenuale m Poet 

Sir, — In your editorial of 
Novomber 18 rogardlng autopsies, 
you try and equate the proposed 
Knesset bill which requires family 
permission for an autopsy to an 
"assault on what has always been 
considered a prerequisite of sound 
modem medicine." According to 
your statement, It is truly quite 
amazing that all of the great 
American medical institutions, be 
they universities or hospitals, have 
nlways beon able to set the pace of 
whnt Is considered progressive 
medicine, oven though they have 
nlways been limited by an autopsy 
law very similar to the Aguda- 
sponsored bill. 

"Must wc all follow Poruah?" you 
ask. Certainly not. In fact the bill In 
question gives the family the right 
to approve an autopsy If It desires. 
The real question here Is not 
whether or not the Aguda and Rab- 
bi Porush are forcing their morals 
on the entire people, but whether or 
not the doctors are forcing their 
scalpels on human beings who do 
not consent and cannot protest. 

LAIBEL C. MARSHALL 
Director, International Patient Aid 
Society of America 
Bnci Brak (Boston, Mass.). 
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DENYING THE FACTS 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — On October 14, you carried 
a letter from Ditlleb Felderer, 
Stockholm reporting a letter from 
Mr. Mermelsteln of August 17 
which had listed Felderer as one of 
the persons denying the Holocaust. 

To put the record straight, we 
would like to point out that Felderer 
1s Indeed running a campaign In 
Sweden — through his obscure 
organization. Bible Researcher — 
denying the fact of the Holocaust. 
He Is spreading leaflets In Swedish 
schools Inciting pupils to ask their 
teachers about the "truth" of the 
Holocaust, offering huge sums to 


OF THE HOLOCAUST 

persons who can prove they saw 
gas chambers, denying Natl 
atrocities and so on. 

Felderer has certainly no "cor- 
dial" relationship with any syn- 
agogue In Stockholm. And further- 
more, he has no good intentions In 
this matter. We urge your readers 
not to believe or trust the 
falsifications in Felderer 's letter 
and not to help him In case he con- 
tacts them with obscure question- 
naires. 

JAN-ERIK LEVY, 
Executive director. 
The Jewish Community 
of Stockholm 


TAXIMAN’S ATTITUDE PRAISED 


To the Editor of The Jerusale m Post 

Sir, — The other day, we were 
taken by a taxi driver to visit 
someone In Bnel Brak. When we 
asked the driver to call back for us, 
he did not want to accept money 
from us. but said we should pay him 


for both journeys when he returned 
for us later. 

We have never experienced such 
n wonderful attitude. 

DORIS PENSTONE 
MRS. RUDMAN 
Ramat dan (Middlesex, England). 


When it came to discussing 
the Middle East, I used 
to think I was indecisive, 
but now I'm not sure! 



* 


Syria and Jordan are allies or enemios? Libya 
and Syria are unifying thalr countries or are 
they? Saudi Arabia has stopped funding 
Egypt or has It? The Shatt-el-Arab is Iranian 
or Is It Iraqi? Is It good for Israel or isn't It? 

You'll know much more If you read The 
Jerusalem Post International Edition. Flown 
worldwide every week to over ninety 
countries. Twenty-four pages of eye-opening 
news, features, reviews, cartoons and photos. 

You oan’t afford to be without it. 
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Guessing games on 
Reagan’s M.E. plans 


flb. V- •ii-i 


Jerusalem Post Staff 

U.S. President-elect Ronald 
Reagan is believed by Arab leaders 
to be responding to their demand 
that his administration devise a new 
approach to the Middle East con- 
flict — other than that of the Cump 
David peace accords. 

The Arub media gave wide 
coverage Insf week to a statement 
that Reagan believes in the need to 
alter certain provisions in the Camp 
Duvid. peace agreements — 
presumably those dealing with the 
West Bunk and the Gaza Strip, 
rather than with the Israel- Egyptian 
peace treaty, which is being im- 
plemented. 

In an interview with Cairo’s Al- 
A It ram newspaper on Friday, 
Reagan's top foreign affairs adviser, 
Richard Alien, said that the 
president-elect believes that “cer- 
tain particulars" in the Camp David 
peace process may have to be 
changed. Allen, though, stressed 
that Reagan does not intend to 
make any amendments without the 
approval of- Egypt and Israel. 

Ai the same time other reports 
stress that Ihe new U.S. administra- 
tion will continue support for the 
Cump Duvid peace process. 

The Arab world had clearly 
hinted to Reagan that he should 
come up with a new formula for 
achieving peace in the Middle East. 

Despite the most serious rift 


between the Arabs for a decade, 
they have agreed to give Reagan an 
opportunity to devise an acceptable 
alternative to the U.S.-sponsored 
Camp David agreements between 
Egypt and Israel. 

The consensus in favour of a new 
peace initiative emerged from a re- 
cent Arab League summit held in 
Amman lute last month. The con- 
ference was marred by the. Syrian-led 
boycott by four other states and the 
Palestine Liberation Organization 
(PLO), but the rift was provoked 
mainly by sharp differences over the 
Gulf war and a deep conflict 
between Syria and Jordan. 

The Arab heads of state reaf- 
firmed their rejection of the Camp 
David accords and the right of the 
PLO to be the only representative 
of the Palestinians. 

A senior Arab diplomat said the out- 
come of the summit nevertheless had 
been a dear signal to Reagan that the 
Arabs were ready to talk pence — 

E rovidcd he abandoned the Cump 
►avid strategy. 

Reagan said in a post-election 
stulement that one of his lop foreign 
policy priorities was an early 
meeting with King Hussein of Jor- 
dan. and the monarch said in a re- 
cent interview that he would be 
delighted to accept an invitation. 

A Jordanian official said: “Camp 
David is finished as far as we are 

(Conllnurd on page 2) 


A record Maccabiah 


By JACK LEON 
Post Sports Reporter 
RAMAT GAN. — A record tur- 
nout or up lo 3,500 sportsmen from 
more than 30 countrieJ are ex- 
pected to compete in next July’s 
1 1th Maccabiah games/ 25 per cent 
more than participated in the 1977 
games. / 

In addition to two new countries. 
New Zealand and Ouam, Egypt is 
expected to send a smalt contingent 
to the U-day meet, organizing com- 
miyee’chairman Michael Kevahazi 
tdfa The Jerusalem Post last week. 

If there are no active sportsmen 
left in the tiny Egyptian Jewish com- 
munity, a few of its members could 
compete in either the chess or . 
bridge, tournaments-. Both fai'cagalri ' 
being held as special events within 
the framework of the games, he 
said. 

There is no possibility of any East 
European countries returning to the 
games. They were last represented 
in 1935. 

South Africa is banned from 
seven of the 29 sports being con- 
tested at the Maccabiah, including 
track and field and swimming, in ac- 
cordance with the rules governing 
the international federations of the 
sports concerned. 

London-born Kevehazi has just 
returned home from a one-month 
overseas tour. He discussed the up- 
coming games with Maccabi leaders 
from 21 countries in North and 


South America and Europe. 

As usual, the U.S. is sending the 
biggest overseas contingent to the 
Maccabiah. Its team will have 400 
competitors compared to 340 in 
1977. Next in size will be Australia 
with 300 sportsmen, and Argentina, 
with 200. Both countries are doubl- 
ing the size of their entries at the 
last games. South Africa is also still 
expected to send a 200-strong con- 
tingent while Brazil, Mexico and 
Venezuela will each be represented 
by between 100 and 150 com- 
petitors. The Israeli team is ex- 
pected to consist of 500 athletes, 
organizing committee vice- 
chairman Ane Rosenzweig said. 

New sports being introduced at 
the 1 1 tF Maccabi ah are rugby, soft- 
ball and yachting. Field hockey will 
be played again after a lapse of 
three decades. However, interest in 
boxing among overseas teams has 
dwindled so much that this sport has 
now been dropped from the 
programme for the first time since 
the games began in 1932. 

Soccer, .with entries from 20 
countries, is the most popular sport. 

“For those Jewish sportsmen still 
interested in combat sports, boxing 
has been replaced by karate and 
judo, both of which will have in- 
creased participation in Julv," 
Kevehazi said. Wrestling is also los- 
ing its appeal among Jewish 
athletes, but it remains in the sports 
schedule (tils time, he added. 
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Snow and storms marfl the arrival of winter last Wednesday. Temperatures fell sharply, hut 
Jerusalem youngsters emed unperturbed. Report page 4. ^ ,ir,trl 

‘Cut sending or go to polls’ 


By SHLOMO MAO 
Host Economic Repor 

Finance Minister Yigaellurvitz 
on Sunday bigan one of s most 
difficult tasks since assumii office: 
presenting his cabinet cleagucs 
with an election-year stat budget 
that some of them consitr to be 
loo austere. 

Observers in Jerusalenare not 
ruling out a cabinet crisipver the 
issue as the discussions oitinue. 

Though Hurvilz preseted only 
an outline of his budget— which 
must be tabled in theKnesset 
by January 5 — it was afl&rcnl that 
he means business. If (e budget 
fails to win the minister/ backing, 
some observers said, it c<dd lead Lo 
a break-up of the cabind&nd early 
elections. 

Apparently stung by the cool 
reception lo his propose! austerity 
budget, Hurvitz (old iis fellow 
ministers that the time h? come for 
the Likud coalition to innate moves 
for early elections. 

In the course of hetfed debate 
with his colleagues, Hurvitz said 
that if the cabinet cannot decide on 
his economic policy, tftn it would 
be a good idea to aavojpe the elec- 
tions. i 

Prime Minister Mefihem Begin 
reportedly spoke veryjlUle at Sun- 
day’s cabinet sessional the end, 
however, Begin — #ho is also 
defence minister — r&ortedly told 
• Hurvilz that accept ingots proposals 
Tor cuts in the defence budget 
would endanger natitfal security. 

Hurvilz was said td'nave deman- 
ded a five per cenll3lash in the 
budgets of all government, 
ministries, even if thil would mean 
reduction in welfare allowances and 
other social benefits. He. also 
favoured limiting tfe# activities of 
Project Renewal — (He joint Israeli- 
Diaspora communities programme 
of slum clearance and social im- 


provemenl in underprivileged areas. 

Hurvilz said he does not want to 
cancel the New Economic 
Programme enacted by the Likud in 
1977. which included liberalization 
or foreign currency regulations. 
However, certain “necessary ad- 
justments" lo the NEP must be 
made Tor the good of the economy. 

The question facing the Begin 
government as the week began was 
whether the government would in- 
deed adopt tough budgetary 
measures that will mean hardship 
for many people in the months 
preceding tne elections, due to be 
held next November. On the other 
hand, there is the question of 
whether the coalition could survive 
if the tough measures are not 
adopted. 

The framework for next years 
budget will be similar to that of the 
current one, but even more austere 
because this year has seen two 
softening supplementary budgets, 
and a third is expected. Next year s 
budgetary framework leaves v «7 
little room for maneuver and, in ef- 
fect, presents the ministries with cut 
and dried dictates. 

Hurvitz has said he refuses to 
consider any other budget proposals 


and is demanding acceptance of his 
budget on an all-or-nothing basis. 
The final decision rests with Prime 


Minister Menahem Begin. 

So far., Hurv’ilz's proposed 
budget has not won Begin ’s blessing 
after two meetings between the 
premier and Hurvitz. It is clear (hat 
Begin and other ministers have 


electoral concerns that arc totally 
different from Hurvilz’s economic 
worries. It will be tough going for 
Hurvilz. 

The minister has enemies in the 
cabinet — some or whom would be 
delighted to torpedo any plan he 
presents. Other ministers, like 
Deputy Premier Simha Ehrlich, the 
former finance minister, will do 
anything lo demonstrate that Hur- 
vitz has failed more than they did. 

Herut's Construction Minister, 
David Levy, traditionally the ad- 
vocate of the poor, has been 
boycotting meetings of the 
economic cabinet, which Hurvitz 
chairs, for the last two months. He 
objects to Hurvitz’s policy of cons- 
tant rises in the governmenl- 
comrolled prices of basic food- 
stuffs. 

Another opponent is Energy 
Minister Yitzhak Moda‘i of the 
Liberal Parly. Moda’i has dropped 
his second portfolio as communica- 
tions minister because of what he 
sees as Hurvitz's sabotage of his 
plans for an independent posts and 
telecommunications authority. 

The Democratic Movement's 
Israel Katz, Minister of Labour and 
Social Affairs, is also no friend of 
the Treasury, which he repeatedly 
accuses of hurting the poorer sec- 
tors of the population. 

Beset by hostile and sometinjis 
contradictory opposition from 
various ministers and their -parties, 
Hurvilz must leave the decision to 
Prime Minister Begin. Only Begin 

(C'oHtlniifd on 1' 
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Security Council to weigh 
case of West Bank mayors 


Bv LEON IIADAR 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
UNITED NATIONS. — The UN 
General Assembly last week; 
requested the Security Council 
to convene urgently to take 1 
(he "necessary measures" to ensure 
that Israel rescinds its expulsion of 
(he two West Bank mayors and the 
religious leuder of Hebron. 

(Mayors Fahd Kawasma ofl 
Hebron and Mohammed Milhelm 
of Hulhoul, and Sheikh Rajob al- 
Tamini were expelled after the May 
2 massacre of six Jewish worship- 
pers in Hebron. Allegations of in- 
citement were made against them.) 

Some 117 countries voted for the 
resolution, which was sponsored by 
Cuba. Iraq and Pakistan. Only the 
U.S. and Israel voted against it.' 
Austria and Portugal voted in 
favour, while most other Western 
European members. Canada and 
Japan abstained. 

I he resolution also condemned 
Israeli policies in (lie West Hunk, 
“especially the policy of opening 
fire on defenceless students, causing 
many casualties." 

Nicolas Didicr of Luxembourg, 
speaking on behalf of the nine mem- 
bers of the European Community, 
said before the vote that the nine 
'‘vehemently opposed" the expul- 
sion of the mayors und thnt the nine 


“would have liked to vote in favour 
of the resolution, but that they! 
could not do that because of the 1 
language of some of the operative > 
paragraphs." I 

Richard Petree, speaking for the>; 
U.S., said that lus country has ex-[ 
pressed its “deepest concern" over I 
the expulsion and that it appealed to 
Israel to let them remain. He said 
that the U.S. felt that the Israeli 
measures against Palestinian stu- 
dents were “disproportionate". But 
he added that the U.S. opposed the 
resolution because it "wns not well 
balanced" and bccuuse it made no. 
mention of the “broader context" 
of the situation. 

Israeli Ambassador Yehuda Blum 
siiid that the new draft resolution 
was “just another building block" in 
the general Arab campaign conduc- 
ted against Israel at the UN. He also 
said that the Israeli Supreme Court 
had upheld the vulidity or the expul- 
sion and that the draft resolution 
was a totally inadmissible attempt! 
to interfere with the judicial system 
of a sovereign member state. 

The resolution calling for the 
convocation of the Security Council 
was one of six resolutions pertaining 
to the report or the special UN com- 
mittee "to investigate Israeli prac- 
tices ulTecting the human rights of 
the population of (he occupied 
territories.'' 


From the Hebrew papers 


Ai Hamisfmiar (Mapam) calls for the 
passage of the proposed bill which 
would grant equal religious rights in 
Israel for Conservative and Reform 
Jews. “Either the Conservative and 
Reform movements should be al- 
lowed to conduct valid marriage 
and divorce proceedings... or the 
Orthodox should cut their ties with 
the state, ties which are mainly ones 
of coercion." 

Ha'aretz (Independent) lakes the 
omsortunity of the visit of South 
Africa's finance minister to com- 
ment on the attempts often made in 
the world to link Israel and South 
Africa. The paper points out that < 
most Arab and black African na- 
tions have more financial dealings 
with South Africa than Israel does 
(only 0.5 per cent of Israel's imports 
come from South Africa), not to 
mention the further hypocrisy of 
African nations giving up their 
diplomatic Lies with Israel in ex- 
change for Arab bribe money. The 
paper believes that Israel should 
take full advantage of any wil- 
lingness by a prosperous Pretoria to 
invest here. 

Ha'aretz (Independent) writes: “We 
still have the bitter taste of the 
Jerusalem Law in our mouths, and 
now they are already preparing us a 
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austerity budget 


similar dish for the Oolan Heights." 
The paper warns that experience 
has shown that approval of private 
bills in their early stages leads to 
final approval, and calls on the 
government to "prevent a second 
mistake, after i( failed to prevent 
the First one." The paper is of the 
opinion that "our situation on the 
Golan Heights is satisfactory, and 
does not require annexation. Settle- 
ment has developed without annex- 
ation, and it can continue to do so 
as long as the manpower and budget 
are there. Applying Israeli 
sovereignty will not add either 
human or monetary resources, but 
the damage likely to be caused by a 
declarative legislative act is great: 
no 'explanation' will succeed in 
contradicting the claim that Israel is 
conducting an expansionist policy. 
No country will support Israel, and 
nothing will be gained by angering 
Syria." After calling on (he Libera] 
and Democratic Party MKs in the 
coalition to vote against (he bill, the 
paper makes a special appeal to the 
Labour Party: "The Labour Party 
must share a good deal of the 
responsibility for the damage and 
disgrace caused by the Jerusalem 
Law, and we would like to hope that 
it has learned its lesson..." 


L Avraham Ahiluv 

curity services 
;et new chief 

Post Military Correspondent 
The head of the security services 
hin Bet). Avraham Ahituv has 
tired after 31 years of service, 
d six years at the top. The an- 
uncemcnl of his relirement'was 
idc after Sunday’s cabinet 
leting, where his successor was 
med and approved. 

thituv is the first head of the 
ua-secret service, which deals 
oy with matters of internal 
surity and protection of Israeli 
irallations abroad, to have been 
med publicly while still in or- 
fu His identity was disclosed 
s<eral months ago, by The 
Islington Star, which said he had 
lhatened to resign because of 
poical pressure to cover up an in- 
vention into the assassination al- 
leys on three West Bank mayors 
eacr this year. The report was 
dend by both Ahituv and the 
govnment, and it was pointed out 
thaie had announced his intention | 
to tire earlier. 

Rv biographical details are 
avatble on Ahituv other than that 
he U lawyer in his early fifties, and 
that e came here from Europe in 
his *ly 'teens. 

H retirement was not seen by 
obseers here as anything out of 
the (dinary. Six years is one year 
longe than the usual stint al the 
head f the service. 

Hiisuccessor is from within 
the r.iks of the service and has 
workc closely with Ahiluv for 
many ears. 


• JConllnwd from page onej 

can now decide how much to cut 
the budget in an election year. 

But Begin’s record in this kind of 
decision-making does not bode well 
for Hurvitz. The prime minister has 
yet to make several critical deci- 
sions about the next fighter plane 
the country is to build, or by how 
much and where to cut the defence 
budget for which he is responsible 
as minister of defence. He has been 
especially prone to wait-and-see at- 
titudes on economic issues. 

The Treasury wants a reduction 
of about two billion shekel in~ttur~ 
defence budget. 

Hurvitz’s new economic plan- 
makes the fight against inflation its 
primary aim, and moves the 
problem of the balance of payments 
down to second place. This means 
shedding former finance minister 
Simha Ehrlich's doctrine which ad- 
vocated compensating exports by a 
continuous devaluation of the 
shekel. 

in order to stem inflation, 
devaluation must be slowed. Hur- 
vitz wants to replace the current 
devaluation with different aids to 
exports. He advocates direct incen- 
tives to exporters calculated ac- 
cording to added value and based 
on insured linkage of exporters’ 
earnings in foreign currency. On the 
other hand, he wants to stop sub- 
sidizing exports with very cheap 
loans — a practice that has raised 
ithe ire of the International 
Monetary Fund — and to demand 
quick repayment of these loans. 

The Liberal Party can hardly be 
expected to welcome Hurvitz's new 


plan now, as this would be tso- 
tamount to admitting the failure of 
its own economic policy before 
elections. 1' 

Other unpopular aspects of Hur. 
vitz’s plan centre on the strict 
monetary controls he advocates to 
stem government spending — which 
is generally admitted to be the mala 
cause of Israel’s inflation. The 
sweeping cuts he wants in all 
ministries, including defence and 
the services ministries, will result io 
cutbacks in services and firing of 
government employees — so that 
-uneinplovmcnt-will xlimb'tO about 
I QO.OOO.' 

Many in the Likud believe the 
party's primary aim now should be 
to win the elections. Hurvitz’s plan 
— with ensuing unemployment, ser- 
vices cutbacks and centralist ap- 
proach to government spending — 
■is hardly the right recipe for that, 
they feel. Hurvitz has repeatedly as- 
serted that he refuses to consider an 
'election budget' — and it is on this 
issue that the coming battle will be 
waged. 

Hurvitz wants a unilateral wage 
policy because it is clear the govern- 
ment cannot expect the Histadrui 
labour federation's cooperation. He 
refuses to countenance a recur- 
rence or this year’s situation, caused 
by the Histad rut’s rejection of a 
price-wage-tax package deal and 
the 15 per cent wage hikes. The 
government was forced to plan fora 
125 per cent inflation in order to ab- 
sorb the wage rises demanded by 
the Histadrut, without allowing a 
real rise in wages. 




Finance Minister Ytgacl Hurvitz, right, and Housing-and-Absorptton Minister Datti 
Levy, a few months ago, before Levy began boyratling meetings of the Economic Cablnrt 
chaired by Hurvitz. Levy claims Hurvitz 1 austerity budget would hurt the poorer classes« 
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r'onllnucd from page one) 

concerud. There is no question of 
King Hissein turning his back on 
the res of the Arab world and 
joining lis process. What we are 


seeking w is an entirely new ap- 
proach lithe problem with the PLO 
directly involved in the negotia- 
tions." 

One >f Reagan's biggest 
problemiwill be finding somebody 
with a mmdate to speak on behalf 
of all the Arabs. 

The 2! > nation Arab world has 
been tornby a series of disputes and 
mutually hostile alliances. 

But the greatest single threat to 
future Middle East peace efforts has 
been postd by the Syria-Jordan 
political tasion, which brought the 
(wo countries to the brink of 
military confrontation along their 
joint border last month. 
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Syria has been withdrawing 
troops from the border in the last 
week, but has warned that they arc 
still in a state of high alert. 

In addition to accusing Jordan of 
supporting the anti-Syriun Moslem 
Brotherhood movement, the 
Damascus state media charged that 
King Hussein was planning to usurp 
the right or the PLO to represent 
the Palestinians, with a view to 
joining the Camp David process. 

Palestinian sources have ex- 
pressed concern that the king might 
go over their heads by reviving a 
proposal Tor a TeHeraied Arab- 
Palestinian state on both banks of 
the Jordan river under his tutelage. 

In Washington, the headquarters 
of Reagan and Illinois Senator 
Charles Percy both took pains last 
week to minimize the importance of 
statements attributed to Percy in 
support or the establishment of a 
Palestinian state headed by PLO 
chairman Yasser Arafat. 

Intended perhaps to allay some 
fears was an announcement by 
President Jimmy Carter’s autonomy 
talks envoy Sol Linowitz — who is 
in the Middle East this week — that 
Reagan's foreran policy adviser 
Richard Allen had asked him to 
convey to Israel qnd Egypt the new 


administration's intention to main- 
tain the Camp David framework. 

The U.S. ambassador has been 
authorized by Reagan to inform 
Israel and Egypt that the incoming 
administration will continue to sup- 
port the Camp David pe» ce 
process. There had been some l«r 
among Israeli and Egyptian official* 
that Reagan might move away from 

Responding to questions about 
Percy's alleged statements (on liw 
PLO) to Soviet President Leonw 
Brezhnev in Moscow, Allen to 
"Tclcv isiun into r v ieww A. that [I1C 
senator had expressed only his ms? 
opinions. He confirmed that Percy 
had spoken with Reagan and senior 
aides before his trip, but explain** 
that they had not agreed in advan« 
on a common position. _ ■ 

Percy himself clarified in a state- 
ment that he supports a federal^ 
including Jordan, the West 
and the Gaza Strip. He believe* iU£ 
the Palestinians must have 
own territory, but on condition 
it be demilitarized for 25 .jWi 
recognize Israel, disavow tenor 
accept UN Security Co*! 
Resolution 242, which provides 
secure borders for the stat *fli d 
volved in the Middle East eonfl . 
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Clash in Knesset over Pretoria minister's visit 

Economic pact with South Africa 


By DAVID KRIVINE 
and SHLOMO MAOZ 
Jerusalem Post Reporters 

Up to S25 million in Israel Bonds 
may now be sold in South Africa, 
under an agreement between 
Finance Minister Yigael Hurvitz 
and his South African opposite 
number, Owen Horwood, who 
visited Israel last week. 

At a joint press conference in 
Jerusalem on Friday, Hurvitz stated 
(hat he had also requested!^ ex- 
emption for contributions to the 
United Jewish Appeal — and he 
believed that this would be granted. 

Another concession made during 
the ministers' deliberations, which 
Horwood said “could not have been 
more friendly," wa? a slight increase 
in the ceiling for South African in- 
vestments in Israel, up from S50 mil- 
lion to S6C million over the next 
three years. The range of permissi- 
ble projects has been widened to in- 
clude nuts for rent. South African 
investors will be allowed to conduct 
transactions in Israel according to 
Pretoria's official rate of exchange 
for the rand, which is 30 per cent 
higher than its world rate of ex- 
change, so that they will get 30 per 
cent more here for their rand invest- 
ments than they do in other 
countries. 

The South Africans will also assist 
Israeli importers of their goods by 
extending credit lines to S165 mil- 
lion. 

The possible supply or South 
African coal for the new Hnderu 
power station is one of the first sub- 
jects on the agenda of a new 
standing committee of senior of- 
ficials. It will meet once a year, and 
more frequently if necessary, the 
(wo ministers said. Although the 
details of an agreement for a special 
concession to Israel have not been 
worked out, the contract has been 
signed, and first shipments should 
reach Israel in 1986. 



Knesset Member Yosef Rom .... 
“hypocrisy concerning relations with 
South Africa." 

Another subject which has not 
been finalized is Israel's request to 
extend its fishing rights in South 
Africa. Horwood was a professor of 
economics and principal of Natal 
University before entering politics 
in 1970. Asked whether the issue or 
apartheid had been raised in the 
inicr-minisierial talks, he replied 
that the two sides saw no purpose in 
querying each other's domestic 
policies. 

(During his stay here. Horwood 
was received by Prime Minister 
Begin.) 

Hurvitz told reporters he refuses 
to play down Israel's relations with 
South Africa. Israel is now 
benefiting from seeds sown several 
years ago towards improving these 
relations and ihcrc is no point in at- 
tempting to hush them up. he said. 

Israeli exports to South Africa 
total only half its imports from that 
country. South Africa's exports in 
Jaimary-Scplcmher of this year, in- 
cluding gold, totalled $19 billion, as 
againsLS-U billion m imports. 

Knesset Reporter ' Asher Wallfish 
writes: 

An argument developed in the 
Knesset Fureign Affairs and 


Defence Committee last week 
about the Horwood visit. 

Yosef Sarid (Alignment-Labour) 
said the government hud made a big 
mistake to give so much publicity to 
the visit, and had caused Israel 
harm by doing so. 

Sarid wrote a letter to Prime 
Minister Menahem Begin last week 
charging that the government was 
responsible for "making Israel join 
the lepers of the international com- 
munity." 

Stung by Sarid. Yosef Rom 
(Likud-Herut) replied that Sarid 
spoke for a minority of Israelis. 
There was a great deal of inter- 
national hypocrisy concerning rela- 
tions with South Africa. Rom said. 
The government was right to nor- 
malize relations with South Africa. 

Rom said Israel und South Africa 
had common economic interests. To 
cut down unemployment here, he 
said, the trade imbalance with 
South Africa must he currccied. 

Amnon Rubinstein (Shinui) said 
I hat the Horwood meeting with 
Begin should not have been covered 
by Israel Television. The PLO 
would surely keep a recording of 
the item for propaganda use against 
Israel, he said. 

Rubinstein said that all Jews in 
South Africa certainly did not .sup- 
port their government's apartheid 
policy. 

To this. Rom countered: "You 
have no right io speak for South 
African Jews. We know that 
everyone bus his own Jews." 

Avraham Kat? (Likud* Liberals) 
said that the Sou ill African govern- 
tnetii had special regard for the 
Jewish community. The Third 
World would not be persuaded to 
support Israel if Israel severed rela- 
tions with South Africa, he said. Bui 
this did not prevent Israel from con- 
demning apartheid. 


Vote soon on Minister Abuhatzeira’s immunity 


By YD RAM BAR 
Post Police Reporter 

The Knesset House Committee is 
due to vole this week on whether to 
waive the immunity of Religious Af- 
fairs Minister Aharon Abuhatzeira 
so that he can be tried for alleged 
bribery. The charge involves alleged 
irregularities in the allocation of 
funds to yeshivot, und the Attorney- 
General, Professor Yitzhak Zamir, 
has asked that the minister's im- 
munity be lifted. 

During last week's hearings the 
minister’s attorneys, .Shlomo 
Toussia-Cohen and Ram Caspi.-told 
the Knesset committee that the 
police used illegal methods of 
questioning in its investigation, and 
had .threatened ,a Rabbi Amram 
Korah and state’s witness Yisrael 
Gottlieb. 

Abuhatzeira is due to appear 
before the committee this week and 
to react for the first time in his own 

wordsJn-th*-ohafgegj»id4htpreM 

.reports on the affair. 

Yehuda Ben-Meir (National 



Yehuda Ben-Meir 

Religious Parly), head of the group 
of committee members opposed to 
the removal of immunity, said that 
the investigation had been violent, 
and that in the U.S. the evidence 
resulting from such an investigation 
would not stand in court. 

“When a rabbi is taken to the 
police and threatened that if he 
doesn't turn slate's witness, he will 
be j>ut into a cell in Abu Kabir with 
: 30 criminals, it is wofse than giving 
electric shocks to suspects,” Ben- 
Meir said. 


Ben-Meir last week queslioned 
Ailorney-General Yitzhak Zamir 
concerning the reliability of the in- 
vestigation. He claimed that Zamir 
w‘as a victim of (he public opinion 
against Abuhatzeira. 

The police have reacted angrily 
to the criticism of them. A police 
source said that before Zamir even 
decided to present a charge sheet, 
Abuhatzeira’s supporters claimed 
thut the investigation was sectarian 
persecution. “I’m sorry that some 
Knesset members joined the attack 
on the pojice." 

Sources close to Abuhatzeira 
said last week that the minister 
plans to tell Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin that he will take a 
leave of absence if his parliamen- 
tary immunity is lifted so that he can 
be tried for bribery. 

The minister and his aides have 
until now maintaihed that taking 
such action as resigning or taking 
leave would be interpreted by the 
public as an admission of the min- 
ister's gollt. 


Fewer Christmas pilgrims expected 


By ARYEH WOLMAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter ' 
About 33,000 pilgrims — about 10 
per cent fewer than last year — are 
expected to arrive in Israel this 
week and next for the western 
churches' Christmas celebrations, 
according to the government 
Tourist Administration. 

The pilgrims will arrive in a total 
of 633 organized groups, including 
six cruise ships, and will stay mainly 


in hotels in Bethlehem, Jerusalem 
and Nazareth. 

The highlight of the celebrations 
will be the midnight mass at the St. 
Catherine’s Roman Catholic 
church, next to the Church of the 
Nativity, which will he relayed on a 

f iant. television screen to Manger 
quare. The festivities will begin at 
around noon on Christmas Eve in 
Bethleheri, with theceremonial ar- 
rival or the Latin Patriarch. In the 
evening/^ hoirs from Israel and 
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abroad will perform in Manger 
Square. 

There will be no change in the ar- 
rangements for travel to Bethlehem 
despite the congestion in previous 
years at the checkpoints into the 
town. No private vehicles will be al- 
lowed to enter Bethlehem, but a bus 
shuttle service will operate on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas day 
from the south Jerusalem suburb of 
Talpiyot. 
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Snow ushers in winter Car swt again 


Jerusalem Pom Staff 

Snow. sLrong gusts of cold winds 
>nui incessant rain and hailstorms 
heralded the arrival of winter in 
Esrucl Iasi week. 

The sudden change in the 
weather occurred oil Wednesday, 
and « ns due to the arrival of a cold 
trout from Turkey. Temperatures 
fell between five and 10 degrees on 
average. 

Kirvtii Shmona suffered u three- 
hour power failure that night und 
main street* were flooded. In the 
Jordan Rift there was less than 10 
nini. of rain, while in the coastal 
region about 27mm. of rain fell, In 
the Negev there was almost no rain, 
but there were extensive sund 
storms. At Eilat und Neviot the sun 
shone and tourists bathed in the 
Red Sea. 

Mount Carmel looked as if it was 
celebrating an additional Hnnukkn 
as thousunds of cundlcs illuminuled 
homes when an hour-long power 
failure hit Hail'ii between 5 and 6 
p.tn. on Wednesday. 

Ruin poured almost continuously 
on the hill-country of Judea and 
Samaria, to the delight of local Arab 
and Jewish farmers. Many local 
springs had almost dried up. und it 
was feared that fruit trees would 
bloom early bccuusc of the spring- 
like weather. 

Off the coast of lladcra. on Wed- 
nesday night. 80 Italian workers 


building the coal unloading Jetty for 
the new power station were trap- 
ped in two large construction burges 
in danger of capsizing in stormy 
seas. 

The smaller of ihq two craft — 
with 15 men aboard — was swept 
ashore after midnight. The 75 
workers on the other bur^e were 
rescued on Thursday morning with 
the help of Air Force helicopters. 

At midweek, the general manager 
of Mekorot. the national water 
company, declared: "If it rains like 
this ull winter, we'll have a good 
veur." he stud. 

He also reported that cloud 
seeding (to induce more rain) was 
begun on Wednesday. 

In general, most farmers were 
satisfied with the ruins, but here and 
there some damuge has been repor- 
ted. caused by hail storms and 
strong winds. 

Jerusalem has heen the wettest 
part of the country with over 
125mm. of ruin. 

In (he capital, snow which begun 
Tii j ling on Wednesday night inter- 
inillenlly with rain, remained in 
patches through most or the day. 
Occasionally the city was pelted by 
bursts of hail. More than 70 apart- 
ments were flooded and municipal 
workers in the alleys of the Old City 
worked up to their chests in water, 
as they struggled to clear blocked 
drains. 
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on Capital road 

Two curs heading for the new 
Jerusalem suburb of Ramot had 
their windscreens shattered on. 
Saturday by Orthodox demonstra- 
tors who canie out in the pouring 
ruin to stone cars travelling on the 
new road to the suburb. No arrests 
were made. 

For more than a year. Orthodox 
Jews living in the neighbourhoods 
adjoining the highway have been 
protesting — often violently — 
against the desecration of the 
Sabbath by motorists. 

Yossi Yudid, chairman of 
Ramot's road uction committee, 
said that he lakes the renewal of the 
stoning seriously — especially since 
the residents' committee had sup- 
ported Mayor Teddy Kollek’s re- 
quest to drive on the alternate road 
on Saturdays. "They are ignoring 
our desire to reach an agreement," 
said Yadid. "We will not allow a 
group of extremists to endanger our 
lives. We will choose the ways in 
which vve will protect ourselves and 
our families.'' 

The secular residents of Ramot 
ure reportedly infuriated over the 
incidents, and some of them have 
organized a group to retaliate 
against the zea lots. (Itim) 

Landmark ruling cites 
new paternity teste 

TEL AVIV (him). — A Tel Aviv 
District Court judge has set a prece- 
dent in two paternity decisions on 
the basis of testimony by doctors 
who said that their new paternity 
tests had given 7,000 to 1 proof of a 
man's futh erhood. 

Judge Elisha Sheinbaum relied on 
results of blood, tissue, and enzyme 
tests on a 27-year-old bachelor and 
a married regular army officer to es- 
tablish (hat they haa fathered the 
children of two young, unmarried 
mothers. 

Previously, a blood test could 
only disprove paternity, by showing 
a child's blood type differed from 
that of its supposed father. The 
mother's testimony was not suf- 
ficient to establish paternity if the 
blood types m atched. 

Histadrut turns 60. 

HAIFA. — A torch lighting 
ceremony and a parade by members 
of youth movements last week 
marked the beginning of the 
Histadrut labour federation's 60th 
anniversary celebrations. The ob- 
servances took place at the old 
Technion building here — the place 
where the labour federation was 
organized. 




Rabbi Kahane being greeted by two of his followers as he leaves Ramie 
™ SOn ‘ (Zoom 71) 

Kahane isjreleased from detention 


Jerusalem Post Staff 

Meir Kahane controversial 
American-born rabbi who heads the 
ultra-nationalist Kacli movement 
wus released from prison on Friday 
as a result of a reduction of sen- 
tence authorized by Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin. 

A handful of Kahane's followers 
greeted him outside Ramie Prison, 
where he promised to run for the 
Knesset again. 


Kahane had been in jail since 
May, und held in administrative 
detention since April. The govern- 
ment never released its evidence for 
holding him in administrative deten- 
tion. 

He was convicted of illegally 
demonstrating on the Hebrew Un- 
iversity campus and for 
demonstrating in the West Bank 
cities or Nablus and Ramallah. The 
sentences, imposed in September, 
totalled nine months. 


Caesarea golf club plans expansion 


By PAUL KOHN 
Post Sports Reporter 
CAESAREA. — The golf club here 
plans to expand its membership and 
hopes to attract a major inter- 
national tournament to its links. 
Donald Gottesman, the club's new 
manager, told The Jerusalem Post 
last week. 

All 18 holes will be back in play 
by next May, in good time for the 
Maccabiah games. Part of the 
course is now being revitalized after 
being kept dormant for a year of ex- 
periments with different grasses. 

The club is now using a com- 
puterized irrigation system 
developed by Motorola. When 
there is no rain it automatically 
waters the 500-dunam course. 

In order to boost local 
membership the club is offering 
three months' free membership and 
six free golf lessons to those wishing 
to try their hand at the game. “So 
far golf has an ' image problem in 


Israel similur to that which existed 
in America 40 years ago. People 
think golf is a rich man’s game,” 
Gottesman, who is an immigrant 
from California, said. "Israelis have 
not yet learned to relax," he added. 

The Caesarea club has some 200 
members, compared to typical 
memberships of between 1.000 to 
1,500 in goir clubs abroad. 

in addition to its own weekly 
competitors, the club plays host io 
guest tournaments. Played on its 
Fairways recently were cham- 
pionships of the Negev airbase 
builders, UN personnel in the Mid- 
dle East and embassy competitions. 
Special golfing tourist groups are 
expected here this winter. 

The Rothschild's Caesarea Foun- 
dation supports Lhc golf dub in 
some of its major outlays. It is cur- 
rently negotiating the establishment 
of a country club and holiday village 
close to the course. 


Tel Aviv Maccabi hoopsters whip Real Madrid 


Post Sports Reporter 

TEL AVIV. — Tel Aviv Maccabi 
Hast week opened its campaign in 
the finals group of the European 
Basketball Cup or Champions with 
a valuable 100-92 victory over Real 
Madrid, the European cup-holders, 
at Yad Eliahu stadium here. 


A fine defence, in which Mickey 
Bcrkowitz shone, kept a less-than- 
sparkling Reul Madrid attack under 
control. 

Earl Williams, who scored some 
brilliant hoops to the delight of the 
crowd of 10,000, spearheaded Mac- 
cahi's attack, keening the locals 
ahead throughout tne game. 


Portion with more fauna than flora 


Portion of the Week: Vayehi. Gen. 
47.27-end. The verse discussed is 
47.27 

THERE ARE certain popular 
phrases that trip glibly from the lips 
as a result of familiarity with them, 
and I am the victim of one of them. 

I My “Tore and Flora” column has 
been appearing regularly foe well 
over a decade, yet a surprisingly 
large number of its readers, in 
correspondence with me, refer to it 
as the "Flora and Fauna" column. 

For once I am sorry that this is 
not the title, for in the deathbed 
blessings of Jacob to his sons, which 
dominates the portion of (his Sab- 
bath, the last of the Book of 
Genesis, no less than five of the 12 
sons are compared to fauna: Judah 
to the lion’s whelp, Issachar to the 
ass, Dan to a serpent, Naphiali to a 
hind, and Benjamin to a wolf. Only 
with regard to two of them does he 
have recourse to the world of flora 
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tora and flora 

L. I. Rabinowltz 


Tor his metaphor, and in one of 
them the actual reference is 
doubtful. " 

The blessing of Asher is usually 
translated "The bread of Asher is 
fal, referring to the bountiful olive 
harvest of Galilee, which was allot- 
ted to that tribe — olive oil being 
almost the sole source of fatly oils in 
biblical limes. The literal translation 
of the words, howewer, is “his bread 
is fatter then that of Asher," and 
some, among whom 1 count myself, 
maintain that the reference is not to 
Asher, but to Gad whose blessing 
precedes that of Asher. What Jacob 
said was, "The bread of Gad shall 
be fatter than that or Asher," 
despite the fact that the land of 
Asher was a fruitful land since “he," 


i.c. Asher, would “provide roy® 
dainties.” 

If this is accepted, the only one a 
Jacob's sons who is dcfinilel; 
blessed with a metaphor taken fron 
the world of flora is his below 
Joseph, whose blessings open will 
- the words, “Joseph is a fruilfu 
branch, a iruitrui IMliuli -by^tk 
fountain, his branches run over Ilf 
wall." 

Even here, however, the tree,! 
not mentioned, and the transl&tio; 
given, "a fruitful vine,” has rfi 
justification according to th ( 
Hebrew. All it says is that, as 
result of the plentiful supply 0 
water, his tree shall flourish. 

The devastating drought that -h® 
brought Jacob and his descendant 
to Egypt, and had devastated lh 
land, though it was already a thin, 
of the past when Jacob blessed hi 
children, may have been a memor 
that drove floral metaphor frortt hi 
mind. 7 
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MKs want law 
to Reform and 

By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

A bill — sponsored by the small 
opposition Sninui party — to in- 
troduce a Basic Law establishing 
“equal rights” for the Conservative 
and Reform movements in Israel is 
expected to go to the Knesset soon 
for a preliminary reading. 

Leaders of the two non-Orthodox 
movements and five MK supporters 
held a pcess^.conferencs„in Jeru- 
salem last week to denounce 
“discrimination" against their rab- 
bis and members, and to demand 
“religious pluralism" in Israel. The 
Conservative and Reform 
spokesmen said they support the 
Shinui bill, a similar, private 
member's bill by Avraham Katz-Oz 
of the Alignment and “any other bill 
in the same spirit." 

If the Shinui bill is passed, non- 
Orthodox institutions would get 
government funds on an equal basis 
with Orthodox institutions and 
Conservative and Reform rabbis 
would have the right to perform 
marriages here. 

Asked whether the bill has a 
chance, given Agudat Yisrael's re- 
cent success in overcoming opposi- 
tion to the Anatomy and Pathology 
Law Amendment, MK Mordechai 
Virshubski (Shinui) said that "the 
real minority is Agudat Yisrael" and 
that a majority of Knesset members 


granting ‘equal rights’ 
Conservative movements 


Help for big families 



Mordechai Virshubski 

personally support such a bill. He 
said he hoped most parlies will 
grant their members freedom to 
vote on the bill according to the dic- 
tates, of their conscience. 

Rabbi Richard Hirsch of the 
Reform Movement in Israel said he 
hoped Labour Party Chairman 
Shimon Peres would stand by his 
declaration in Toronto last year to 
support equal rights for the move- 
ments, since the principle is an in- 
tegral part of the Alignment plat- 
form. Hirsch, who recently returned 
from the U.S., said that the issue 
was raised “during every discussion 
of Israel" in Conservative and 


Nazi victims disband federation 


By YA’ACOV FRIEDLER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

HAIFA. — The 15-year-old World 
Jewish Federation of Victims of the 
Nazi Regime has disbanded in 
protest against the "final" repara- 
tions agreement with the German 
government. Federation leaders will 
attempt to establish a political party 
made up of Holocaust survivors, to 
compete in the next Knesset elec- 
tions so that the reparations issue 
will not be forgotten. 

Federation chairman Tuviya 
Friedman and members of the 13- 
member board resigned at a special 
meeting last week. The federation, 
which had 20,000 registered 
members, still has IS20.000 which 
will be kept in a bank until a deci- 
sion on the new party is reached. 

HEBREW ★ ALL LEVELS ★ 

Cassette courses. 
Learning — A pleasure. 

1. Conversational * 20 -® 

2. Basic Hebrew (elem.) $85.00 

3. The voice from 
Jerusalem; lnt./adv. $85.00 

4. The Miracle Series 

(Uterature/JudaiBm) 

10 different titles, 
each 

Learn Hebrew — 

The Living Miracle 
Tutor-Tape (Israel) Ltd., 
P.O.B. 0032, Jerusalem, Israel. 


Friedman said the Federation 
had not realized its objective of ob- 
taining fair reparations for 
Holocaust survivors who had not 
been included in previous settle- 
ments. 

The Jewish Claims Conference, 
headed by Dr. Nahum Gqldmann, 
with the support of the Israel 
government has signed the agree- 
ment under which the German 
government agreed to pay a lump 
sum of DM440 million to cover all 
those who have never received 
compensation, provided no further 
claims whould be made. 

Federation leaders challenged 
the government’s right to sign away 
the claims of "several hundred 
thousand survivors who would gel 
nothing or a pittance of 5,000 
marks." 


.Reform forums, and that even 
Christian clergy wanted to know 
why Jews fight for separation of 
church and state in America, while 
“Israel is ruled by a theocracy." 

Rabbi Ron Price of the Conser- 
vative Movement said his move- 
ment now has 15,000 members in 
Israel, compared! with only 2,000 
five years ago. There are two mil- 
lion Conservative Jews in the 
Diaspora, he added, who are deter- 
red from immigrating because or 
the current status of Conservative 
Judaism in Israel. 

MKs Gideon Hausner (Indepen- 
dent Liberals), Meir Talmi 
(Mapam), Amnon Rubinstein 
(Shinui) and Shulamil Aloni 
(Citizens' Rights Movement) were 
also at the press conference to offer 
their support. MKs Esther Herlilz 
and Tamar Eshel of the opposition 
and Sara Doron, Gustav Badian and 
Yehezkel Flomin or the coalition 
sent messages of support. 

Aloni complained that Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir turned 
down an invitation to attend a 
memorial ceremony at Hebrew 
Union College in Jerusalem for the 
Jews who died in the Rue dc Coper- 
nic synagogue terrorist blast in Paris 
recently because it was a Reform 
congregation, and that the Israeli 
rabbinate never sent condolences to 
the bereaved. 

‘Gang bombings’ 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Jerusalem police last weekend 
were seeking information leading to 
the person or persons behind two 
car bombings in the capital during 
the week, apparently involving per- 
, sonal disputes. 

j On Monday. Uri Douau, a 
restaurateur with reported un- 
‘ derworld connectous, suffered 
moderate wounds in a car bombing 
. on Derech Hebron. However, the 
I car belongs to a friend of Douga’s, 
: Gavriel Ben-Ahrush, a carpenter, 

' who also is said to have underworld 
j connections. 

y On Wednesday, Mahlouf Merili 
1 and a woman were seriously 
t wounded when a hand grenade 
3 blasted through the door of their car in 
the city's Asbestonim 'section.' 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Labour and Social Affairs 
Minister Israel Katz last week in- 
formed Zehavi, the national 
organization for large families, tha^ 
he has received Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin's approval for a 
large families Bill. 

The legislation, which has been 
repeatedly shelved by parliamen- 
tary opposition since 1974, is aimed 
at changing government policy on 
aid to large families. It should reach 
the Knesset Social Affairs and 
Labour Committee soon, Katz said. 

According to ministry statistics, 
while the average Jewish family in 
the country has 2.3 children, about 


8 per cent of the nation's 
households are bringing up some 30 

f ier cent of the country's 1.13 mil- 
ion children. 

Meanwhile, MK Moshe Shahal 
(Alignment) presented a private 
members' bill on behalf of himself, 
other Alignment members, and 
Mordechai Virshubsky (Shinui) that 
would extend special benefits to 
"families blessed with children," 
that term being defined as families 
with more than three children under 
21 . 

The benefits would be in the 
areas of housing, education, income 
tax, public transport, und state nad 
municipal properly luxes. 


Prof. Avraham M. Habermann, scholar 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Professor Avraham Meir Haber- 
mann, noted bibliographer and ex- 
pert on medieval Hebrew poetry 
and literature, died in Jerusalem on 
Saturday night December 6. 

Prof. Habermann wus born in 
1901 in Zurawno, Poland, and was a 
teacher and librarian first at 
Zwickau, Germany, and later at the 
Schockcn Library in Berlin. 

He settled in Eretz Israel in 1934 
and served us head of the Schocken 


Library and Institute for Research 
in Hebrew Poetry until 1967. 

A prolific writer on bibliographic 
.subjects, Habermann taught 
medieval Hebrew literature at Tel 
Aviv University and at the 
Graduate School of Library Science 
of the Hebrew University. He was 
also editor of the section on 
bibliography and Jewish primers for 
Encyclopedia Hebraica and did 
research on medieval Jewish poem 
for Encyclopedia Judaica 


Prof. Franz Brill, psychiatrist, dies at age 73 

Jerusalem Post Reporter I ranklurt. Heidelberg. Leipzig and 

TEL AVIV. - Prof. Franz Brill, s , tfUl . ed f. 1 ? 1 *’ •" 

of lhc osvchiatric nrasramme l l L^3. and joined Kibbutz Beil All.i 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Prof. Franz Brill, 
head of the psychiatric programme 
at Tel Aviv Ltnivcrsity’s medical 
school, died here lust week. He 
was 73. 

Brill, who was born in German) 


Later he joined the staff of the 
Kuput Hoiim sick fund where he 
worked for the past 34 years, 
l ie leaves a wife, three daughters. 


and studied at the Universities of * ,IU I seser.il grandchildren 

Plan for quake victims given up 


NAPLES (UP1). — Israeli peace- 
activist Abie Nathan said lust 
week that he und a team of Israeli 
volunteers have given up plans to 
house 150 children from southern 
Italy's earthquake disaster zone in 
Israeli kibbutzim for three months. 

Nathan, owner of the Voice of 
Peace radio station, said his plans 
were stymied by political bickering 
among Italian earthquake relief 
coordinators. 

"I thought we could come here 
and do something very kind for 


these poor children, but political in- 
fighting has ruined everything," said 
Nathan, who has been visiting 
the disaster region. 

Nathan said he and his volunteers 
had collected monev in Israel to 


help construct 80 prefabricated 
dwellings near the village of Lione, 
one of the hardest hit in the 
November 23 quake. "All that's 
gone down the drain now," said 
Nathan, who gained renown as a 
peace crusader before the Isracl- 
Egypt peace treaty. 
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with none of the respon- 
sibilities of a home owner. 
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able staff of the Sharon 
Hotel serve you when in 
residence and take over in 
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IRH-Isracl Resort Hotels subsidiary of The Israel Land Development Co Ltd. 


Published weakly: December 14410, 


THE JERUSALEM- POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 





HOME NEWS 




Crisis over health insurance law 


By ASHER WALLFISH 
Post Knesset Reporter 
The Likud decided Inst week to 
challenge its main coalition partner, 
the National Religious Purty. over 
the Nation ul Health Insurance Law, 
which has nut been tabled in the 
Knesset because of NRP objections. 

After an angry faction meet- 
ing with Health Minister 
Eiie/er Shostuk. the Likud resolved 
unanimously to demand that the 
government table the draft im- 
mediately. since it was a key plank 
in the coalition agreement. The 
draft has long been completed, the 
Likud faction noted, and the only 
obstacle to the legislative process 
comes front the NRP, one of the 
main signatories to the coalition 
agreement. 

The hill leaves the various 
medical services as they are ut pre- 
sent (through the various sick funds), 
hut would eliminate the dues- 
collection apparatus, and have the 
National Insurance Institute collect 
the dues. 

At present, political parties 
benefit in part from a sort of 
"rebate" on the dues of many 
Israelis who belong to the country's 
largest sick fund, the Hisindrut 
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Health Minister Shostak 
labour federation’s Kupat Holim 


When dues are paid through 
payroll deduction, tlicv go to the 
Histadrul’s central collection unit. 
There, the greater purl goes to the 
sick fund while some part is chan- 
nelled back to the party specified by 
the member. 

Shostak said the NRP leaders ad- 


mitted that 38 per cent of every 
shekel paid by 95.000 NRP suppor- 
ters went to the Hapoel Hamizrahi 
(the NRP’s Taction in the Hisladrut) 
for party needs. 

The other coalition Ministers, he 
said, then -promised the NRP .to 
have a special clause inserted into 
the draft, called an ’’organization 
tax” clause, whereby Hapoel 
Hamizrahi would continue to 
receive the same sums as before, via 
the National Insurance Institute, 
from their supporters. 

Shostak said the NKF had never 
reacted to this offer. 

Shostak said the Likud was on the 
horns of a dilemma, because 
although there seemed no chance of 
persuading the NRP to promise its 
parliamentary support for the 
legislation, the Likud could not 
possibly abandon its principles now 
and shelve the national health in- 
surance scheme. 

In the faction discussion, all the 
participants had harsh words for the 
NRP, but they differed among 
themselves as to how much pressure 
should be exerted on it at this stage. 
However, all agreed that the essen- 
tial and immediate step must be to 
table the bill. 


‘Syria’s Jews being held as hostages’ 


By LEA LEVA VI 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — The 4,500 Jews left in 
Syria arc being treated as hostages 
and are told that they face imprison- 
ment if they try to leave Syria, 
Menahem Yadid, vice-chairman of 
the Public Council to Save Jews 
from Arab Lands, said last week. 

“There are warnings on the walls 
of synagogues in Damascus and 
Aleppo saying that anyone who is 
caught trying to leave will be given a 
long prison sentence ana that 
anyone who does leave endangers 
his relatives left behind,” Yadid said 
at a press conference in Jerusalem. 

Mordechai Ben-Porat, chairman 
of the council, said Jews in Syria 
were now in a slightly better posi- 
tion than the days when a Jew 
couldn't get a driver's licence and 
needed a special permit to visit 
another city. Today, he need only 
inform police ofhis intention to visit 
other cities, Ben-Porat said. These 
improvements in the everyday life 
of Syrian Jews arc proof of what 
pressure on the Syrian government 
can do, but the pressure must be 


continuous until the Jews are al- 
lowed to leave, Ben-Porat said. 

Yosef Rikah, a council executive, 
said Syrian Jews have suffered from 
the conflict between the Syrian 
authorities and the Moslem 
Brotherhood. In one recent inci- 
dent in Aleppo, for example, a 
group of Syrian soldiers who were 
sent to fight the Brotherhood in- 
vaded Jewish homes and raped 
several women. But if 
the gates were opened there 
wouldn't be “a Jew left in Syria’, 
after 24 hours," he said. 

Activities to bring the plight of 
Syriun Jews to public attention are 
also being planned in England, 
‘France, the U.S. and other coun- 
tries, Ben-Porat said. 

Post Knesset Reporter Aryeh 
Rubinstein adds: 

In the Knesset on Thursday, 
Deputy Prime Minister Simha 
Ehrlich called on U.S. President- 
elect Ronald Reagan to continue 
President Carter’s efforts to per- 
suade the Syrian government to per- 
mit the Jews of Syria to emigrate. 

Repyling to motions for the 


agenda on the rescue of Syrian 
Jewry, presented on the occasion of 
Human Rights Day, Ehrlich ex- 
pressed the hope (hut Syria’s inter- 
nal situaton and the tention on its 
Jordanian border would not cause a 
further deterioration in the position 
or the Jewish community. 

Ehrlich noted that although Syria 
has signed the International Con- 
vention un Human Rights, it is not 
observing its proviions, and the 
Jews there live in constant fear 
behind ghetto walls. 

The motions were submitted by 
Shoshana Arbeli (Alignment) and 
Yitzhak Yitzhaki (One Israel). 

The poingnancy of the occasion 
was dissipated by the near-empty 
chamber: when Ehrlich began his 
reply, his audience consisted or 10 
members plus Deputy Speaker 
Binyamin Halevy. There were three 
Likud deputies present, and two 
each from the Alifnmenl, the 
National Religious- Parly and 
Tehiya. Yitzhuki was the tenth man. 
By the time the vote was taken, 
another three or four deputies of 
the 120-member Knesset had 
walked in. 


Jerusalem honours 12 for their service 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
A Christian Englishwoman who 
broadcasts abroad from Jerusalem; 
one of the country's most dis- 
tinguished geologists who had 

f iredicted that water would be 
ound by digging in Jerusalem; and 
a Jerusalem industrial leader are 
among the 12 persons who were 
honoured as "Distinguished 
Citizens'* or Jerusalem at a 
ceremony on Thursday night in the 
Jerusalem Theatre. 

Joan’McWhirter, who has lived in 
Jerusalem since 1973, has a weekly 
radio programme from Jerusalem 
which is broadcast on more than 
100 Christian stations across the 
U.S. The daughter of a general who 
served in the Bengal Lancers, 
McWhirler is married to the Rev. 
James McWhirler, an Anglican 
clergyman. 

Prof. Leo Yehuda Picard, 80, was 
17 years old when he read in a 
newspaper in his native Germany of 
the founding of the Hebrew Univer- 
sity in Jerusalem. “Now I know 
what Pm going to do with my life,” 
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he told his father. ‘I'm going to be a 
lecturer in geology at Hebrew 
University.” 

He founded the geology depart- 
ment at the university and was the 
first director of the Geological Sur- 
vey of Israel. During the siege of 
Jerusalem in the War of Indepen- 
dence, Prof. Picard proposed 
drilling for water inside the city, an 
idea scoffed at at the time. Today 
much of the city’s water supply 
comes lYom wells in and around 
Jerusalem, 

Dr. Alexander Rafacli, chairman 
of the Jerusalem branch of the 
Manufacturers Association, was 
born in Riga and served in World 
AVar II with the American counter- 
intelligence unit that arrested 
Alfred Krupp and prepared the 
dossier against him. He founded a 
Jerusalem pencil manufacturing 
firm in 1951, when the city had a 
liny industrial base. He subsequen- 
tly extended his activity to plastics 
and other areas. 

Also honoured as "distinguished 
citizens” were: 


100 
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BANK OF ISRAEL 


• Haim Barlas, active in rescue of 
Jews from Europe during World 
War II, director of the Diaspora En- 
cyclopedia. 

• Sender Davidson, an officer of 
the Etzel. underground in Jerusalem, 
active in illegal immigration. 

• Isaac Glick, veteran merchant, 
active in charitable institutions. 

• Hanna Kalmus, educator. 

■ Rabbi Ya’acov Melamed- 
Cohen, school principal, active in 
immigration from Egypt and Iran, 
youth movement founder. 

• Aharon Sasson, Raganah 
veteran, pioneer building worker 
and secretary of the Building 
Workers Union. 

• Katriel Tchorz, long-time head 
of the- Manufacturers Association. 
The Davidka mortar and armoured 
vehicles were built in his plant 
during the War of Independence. 

• Chava Ya’ari, veteran teacher 
and chairman of a volunteer 
organization for new immigrants. 

• Avraham Zaken, leader of the 
Kurdish community in the Katamon 
quarter. 


The 2SI00 note, with Ze’ev Jabotinsky portrayed against the 
background of the Sbuni inn in Binyamina, where Irgun Zvai Leumi ac- 
tivists were trained. On its reverse side the note portrays the Herod's 
Gate of the Old City of Jerusalem. 

New IS100 bill in circulation 

Post Economic Reporter 

An ISI00 banknote, bearing Ze’ev Jabotinsky’s portrait, went into cir- 
culation last Thursday. Now Bank of Israel’s highest denomination note, 
the ‘Jabotinsky’ is worth 20 per cent less than the 1L500 note was worth a 
year ago. It is the first note bearing a portrait of u leader or the Revisionist- 
Zionist movement. 

Observers have noted that the new note, like all previous lira and shekel 
notes, carries a description of its value in Hebrew but not in English or 
Arabic, and that this may cause confusion among tourists and new im- 
migrants. The numerical value of ”100" appears on both 1L100 and 1SI00 
notes. 

Because of inflaton. the IS5U notes have come to dominate the currency 
system, today constituting 87 per cent of the value of all notes in circulation. 
This was the main reason for the introduction of the IS 100 note. 

Patriarch Benedictos I dies 

Greek Orthodox Patriarch 
Benedictos I, the man who hosted 
the first meeting in over 900 years 
between the heads of the Eastern 
and Western Orthodox churches, 
died in Jerusalem’s Hadassah 
hospital last week at the age of 88, 
after suffering two heart attacks 
within 10 days. 

The Metropolitan of Petra, Oer- ~ .. . 

manos, will be acting head of the “ en edictos 1 (Barzilay) 

church in Jerusalem until elections io ?n ln on iiniu-raitv 

s °'°™:r r, ° nh ara held wilhin ^ 

a .. ’ . . _ , He later became a world authority 

wLu c .? d °[ lh f on Cflnon ,aw . which deals with the 
Greek (Eastern) Orthodox church relations between church and state, 
for nearly 24 years, and was dean of The climax of BenedictOB' career 
all the eight patriarchs of the came in January 1964, when Pope 
orthodox churches in Jerusalem. Paul V] visited the Holy Land and 
His patriarchate was founded in 45 1 met with the Patriarch of Constan- 
ts, t. and u one Of the five earliest in tinople, Athenagoras, the spiritual 
the Christian church. Benedictos head of the Eastern Orthodox 
was its 96th head. church, at the private residence of 

He was bom in Turkey in 1892 Benedictos on the Mount of Olives. 



(Barzilay) 


1920 to go to Athens University 
where he studied law and theology. 
He later became a world authority 
on canon law, which deals with the 
relations between church and state. 

The climax of BenedictOB 1 career 
came in January 1964, when Pope 
Paul VI visited the Holy Land and 
met with the Patriarch of Constan- 
tinople, Athenagoras, the spiritual 
head of the Eastern Orthodox 
church, at the private residence of 
Benedictos on tne Mount of Olives. 


?Dru: imm, ® ralcd 10 l ^. e ** an ^ * n Th e mcel i n 8 was the first since the 
1906 to complete his schooling in great rift between the two churches 
Jerusalem. He left JerP sahnirTn — firthc-Hth oontury, 

Armed robbery at Jerusalem church 


By ROBERT ROSENBERG 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Golden medallions, necklaces 
and pendants, centuries-old 
religious icons artd some $20,000 in 
cash were stolen last week in a pre- 
dawn armed robbery of the 
Archbishop Shahe Ajamian, head of 
the Armenian convent of St. James 
in Jerusalem's Old City. 

At Jerusalem police head- 
quarters investigation of the $1 mil- 
lion robbery was given “highest 
priority.” Six suspects have been 
| arrested. 

Patriarchate Secretary George 


Hintlian said that the iwo 
robbers were each armed with two 
weapons, and got Into the walled 
compound of the Armenian quarter 
through a tiny, porthole-like win- 
dow. They were surprised by the 53- 
year-old archbishop, Who woke to 
the sound of the two men rifling tne 
drawers of the desk In the study 0‘ 
his three-room private residence., 

. According to Hintlian all 
the valuables stolen belonged to 
the private collection of lh fl - 
archbishop, whom Hintlian said has 
an international reputation as a 
collector. 
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Concern over bill to annex Golan Curbs on newsmen said 


Jerusalem Post Staff 
Three members of. the Knesset 
Foreign Affiars and Defence Com- 
mittee demanded last week that the 
cabinet discuss the Tehiya (ultra- 
nationalist) faction’s private bill on 
the annexation of the Golan 
Heights forthwith, to avoid a 
repetition of the confusion and em- 
barrassment caused by Tehiya’s 
Jerusalem Bill earlier this year. (The 
Jerusalem law, declaring the city 
Israel's eternal and indivisible 
capital, led to widespread criticism 
both here and abroad.) 

Zcrah Warhaflig (NRP). 
Binyamin “Halevi (DMj~and Meir 
Talmi (Alignment-Mupam) said 
Wednesday that, since the Tehiya 
bill was coming up within a fort- 
night, the cabinet must lose no lime. 

The three asked Foreign Minister 
Yitzhuk Shamir, who was briefing 
the committee, to transmit their de- 
mand to the cabinet. 

When the Jerusalem Law came 
up in the Knesset, they recalled, the 
cabinet declared that it could lake 
no stand because the Knesset was 
sovereign. This must not happen 
aguin, they said. 

Luler. in the plenum, Shamir told 
Abba Ebun (Alignment-Labour) at 
question-lime that various depart- 
ments in the Foreign Ministry had 
given him uppraisuls of the possible 
implications of Israeli law being ap- 
plied on the Golan Heights. Shamir 
said he would give nis own opinion 
when the cabinet debated the issue. 


The president of the European 
Parliament, Simone Veil, said last 
week that she is worried that the 
Knesset may pass a law on the 
Golan Heights similar to the 
Jerusalem Law. 

Such a decision on the Golan 
would greatly harm Israel's image in 
Europe, said Veil, who headed a 
delegation from the European 
legislature which concluded a four- 
day visit here. 

Meanwhile, the council of the op- 
position Labour Party-affiliated kib- 
butzim has voted 186 to 128 in 
favour or legislation imposing 
Israeli law, administration and 
judicial system on the Golan 
Heights. 

It added, however. Ihui the party 
will decide on the liming and 
necessary steps for such legislation. 

“It is a subject for negotiations 
with other political parties and con- 
sideration of the international (con- 
sequences),” the chairman of the 
council’s resolutions committee, 
Meir Zarmi, told the 500 delegates 
unending the two-day convention 
here. 

In another resolution, passed un- 
animously, the council declared 
“the Golan (is) inseparuble from the 
Slate of Israel. Israeli sovereignly 
on the Golan is a guarantee for 
peace and security." 

Zarmi maintained, however, that 
it was “premature" to interpret 
the resolution as advocating 
legislation in fuvour of Golan un- 


Ali says ‘Israeli arrogance’ 
caused impasse in talks 


Jerusalem Post Staff 

CAI RO. — Egypt’s foreign minister 
was quoted in un interview last 
week us blaming “arrogant Israeli 
behaviour" for the deadlock in 
Palestinian autonomy talks. 

kamal Hassan Ali, deputy prime 
minister and foreign minister, was 
also quoted in the interview with the 
Kuwait daily A l Siyassah as 
predicting that U.S. President-elect 
Ronald Reagan would not abandon 
the Camp David peace process 
started by President Carter. 

Ali said the talks had stalled 
because of the “arrogant Israeli 
behaviour towards the Palestine 
people, the city of Jerusalem and 
the demographic changes in the 
West Bank and Gaza.” 

' In Jerusalem lost week, Israel 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
said that France is not opposed to 
the Camp David process; it is just 
highly sceptical that it can ultimate- 
ly suceed. 

Shamir was reporting to the 


Labour rivalry heats up 
as convention approaches 


TEL AVIV. — With only days left 
before the opposition Labour Parly 
nominates its candidate for prime 
minister, both contenders — 
Yitzhak Rabin. andShinron : Peres ; — 
lau nc hed blistering attacks ' against 
each other, in separate appearances 
before a party group in Tel Aviv. 

Rabjn, the first speaker, left a full 
half-hour before Peres was due. The 
organizers carefully scheduled the 
.speeches to avoid the possibility of 
the two candidates meeting. During 
their previous competition, in 1977, 
they appeared there together and 
shook hands. 

Rabin devoted most ofhis speech 
to reiterating his political, economic 
end social ideas, and reserved 
criticism of his rival to the question- 
answer session after his speech. 
Peres devoted most of his speech to 


nexalion. According to- Mussa 
Harif. secretary of Ihud Hakvutzot 
Vehakibbulzim (one of the compo- 
nents of the new United Kibbutz 
Movement), imposition of Israeli 
law. administration and judicial 
system falls short of annexation 
becuuse there is still room for u 
territorial compromise. 

Fitteen Druse residents of the 
Golan Heights last week became 
the first non-Jews from the area to 
be issued Israeli identity cards, the 
Interior Ministry office on the 
Golan slated. 1 

Most of the recipients are heads 
or local councils and clerks from the 
five Druse villages in the Golan. 

The granting of the cards was 
made possible by a recent amend- 
ment to the Citizenship Law. 

Five hundred Druse residents of 
the Golan have applied for Israeli 
citizenship in the past month, a 
source in the Majdal Shams Council 
said. He added that many more 
would apply if Israel would annex 
the Golan. 

The source claimed that living 
standards have risen since (he 
beginning of Israeli rule in the 
Golan, but that many Druse are 
worried about the future of the 
territory. 

During (he post few days several 
Druse leaders have reportedly told 
applicants for citizenship that “we 
refuse to he held responsible for 
your fate if the Golan is returned to 
Syria." 


to hurt Israel’s image 


cabinet tin his visit to Paris which 
included a meeting with President 
Valery Giscard d'Estaing and a 
working session and dinner with 
Foreign Minister Jean Francois- 
Poncet. 

The French, he said, believe that 
King FJusscin of Jordan would only 
be prepared to enter the peace 
process if Israel pledged total 
withdrawal and if the PLO were also 
involved in the talks. 

Shamir did not claim that 
France’s unfavourable altitude 
towards Israeli policies has 
changed, but he does believe that 
his efforts to explain Israeli thinking 
were worthwhile and that he was 
given an attentive hearing. 

In New Delhi India and the 
Soviet Union last week jointly call- 
ed for a comprehensive, durable 
and just Middle East settlement 
based on the withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from all Arab territories. 

The declaration was issued at the 
conclusion of Soviet President 
Leonid Brezhnev’s three-day visit. 



Mosfie Dayan 


attacks on Rabin, although he 
usually avoided mentioning his rival 
by name 

, “This convention is not supposed 
to provide hn ego (rip for me or 
anyone else,” Peres said. "The idea 
that a lone star can save us is foreign 
to the party. We will not succeed by 
havipg n boastful leader ... who 
claims ail the credit to himself ... but 
by a leadership (which encourages) 
team work,” he, declared. Peres 
claimed that under his leadership 
Labour became a viable alternative 
to the Likud government. 

Neither candidate explicitly 
stated his willingness to serve in a 
cabinet headed by the other. But, in 
reply to a question, Rabin recalled 
having told members he “would ac- 
cept their decision following the 
elections.” 


Dayan would back 
‘serious move' to 
dissolve Knesset 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Former Foreign Minister Moshe 
Dayan said last week that he would 
support any serious parliamentary 
initiative to dissolve the Knesset 
and bring about new elections. 

Chatting to reporters in the Knes- 
set dining room, Dayan said that the 
only move to dissolve the Knesset in 
the foreseeable future could come 
from the opposition Alignment, 
which was silting tight on a private 
members bill it had prepared. 

"I suppose they won’t want to 
table their dissolution bill until they 
get another three or four supporting 
votes in their pockets," Dayan com- 
mented. "In any case, they didn't 
want to do anything until after the 
Labour Party convention." 

. Dayan- said that his one-man 
status in the Knesset did not permit 
him to mount any initiatives of his* 
own in this respect. 

He warned against any actions 
which might lead to Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin’s resignation and 
the creation of a transition govern- 
ment — which would be more 
stable than the present one, and last 
for several months. (A transition 
government canriol be unseated by 
a vote of no-fconfidenoe, and none 
of its ministers may resign.) 

In a fortnight's time, he said, he 
would speak on a motion in the 
plenum advocating the implementa- 
tion of West Bank and Gazn 
autonomy unilaterally by the Israel 
government, with or without the 
cooperation of the local Arabs. 


The Israeli military government’s 
decision to bar foreign correspon- 
dents from covering West Bank dis- 
turbances has become a hot issue in 
the U.S. news media. 

“Israel cracking down on foreign 
reporters covering West Bank 
clashes,” was the four-column 
heading in The New York Times on 
December 8. 

Coming in the wake of the 
Ministerial Security Committee's 
decision to deport for a second time 
the two former West Bank mayors, 
Halfoul's Mohammed Milhem and 
Hebron's Fahd Kawasma. the 
limitations on news coverage on the 
West Bank was seen in Washington 
us further damaping Israel’s public 
relations image in the U.S. 

The tV ashing! on Post in a lead 
editorial last week criticized the 
decision to re-deport the mayors. 

“If he (Begin) nad wanted to en- 
courage a peaceable dialogue,” the 
newspaper said, "he would have let 
the mayors stay. In expelling them, 
he invites, as was evident at once, 
the way of violence and confron- 
tation." 

Israeli officials in Washington, 
like their counterparts in Jerusalem, 
defended the recent crackdown, in- 
sisting (hat the presence of foreign 
journalists and especially television 
crews, incited violence and 
demonstrations against the Israeli 
military authorities. 

In Israel, the Foreign Press As- 
sociation in lust week protested 
against the ancst and detention ol 
foreign newsmen bv niilitun 
authorities on the West Bank, and 
the confiscation of mule rial the 
reporters gathered. 

"Promises made by ministers of 
defence assuring the foreign press 
access to the scenes of news events 
in the West Bank... arc being broken 
wholesale by the military govern- 
ment.” the association charged. 

The association rejected as 
"baseless slanders" what it termed 
“public insinuations from official 
quarters” that the presence of 
foreign newsmen was responsible for 
recent West Bank violence. 

Large numbers of troops were on 
hand in the West Bank last week to 



Bethlehem’s Mayor FreiJ 

quell disturbances in several towns 
as feelings continued to run high 
following the re-expulsion of the 
former mayors of Hathoul and 
Hebron. 

■ According to military sources, 
soldiers used teur-gas to disperse a 
group of rock-throwing students in 
Hebron. 

Tear-gas was also used to disperse 
students ut the Nujuh college in 
Nublus. and the students were even- 
tually allow cd to leave the building 
after the acting mayor. Zafer al- 
Musri. intervened with the milium 
authorities. 

Students at the Frere College in 
Bethlehem were permitted to leave 
the campus after troops surrounded 
the urea following a mid-morning 
demonstration on Monday. 

The students were allowed to 
leuve after Mayor Elias Frcij and 
the mayor of nearby Beil Sahour, 
Hanna cl- At rash, met with the local 
military governor. 

According’ to Freij, the condi- 
tions for the students' release were 
that they take down a Palestinian 
flag they had raised on campus. 

At last week’s cabinet meeting, 
the coordinator of operations in the 
administered areas, Maj-Gen Dan- 
in Matt, told the ministers that the 
mililurv government must apply u 
firm policy against extremist ele- 
ments in the areas, since this will en- 
courage the more moderate ele- 
ments among the Arab population 
there. 

Reporting on the aliermath of the 
expulsion of the two mayors to 
Lebanon. Matt said the current 
wave of unrest would not last long 

Complied front reports by Post 
reporters IVotJ B Hirer and Da i id 
Richardson. 


Europe MPs hear Israel’s view 


Jerusalem Post Staff 

Former Foreign Minister Abba 
Eban told the visiting delegation of 
the European Parliament last week 
that the European community 
threw away its bargaining power 
with the Palestinians when it made 
its Venice declaration of last sum- 
mer ufaich was favourable to the 
Palestinians' cause. 

The declaration, called for PLO 
participation in peace negotiations. 

The Europeans had handed the 
PLO a diplomatic achievement just 
a fortnight after the PLO reaffir- 
med. at Damascus, its goal to li- 
quidate “the Zionist entity," he said. 

. Eban said there was room for the 
Europeans to try pqd bring the 
Arabs around to a more moderate 
stund. “But you cannot change the 
Palestinians’, stand, by pretending 
the change has already happened.” 

The . . parliamentary, delegation, 
after meeting with Israeli counter- 
parts, said that “the new situation” 
— the incoming . U.S. ad- 
ministration; the Persian Gulf war 
and Soviet involvement in Syria •— 
will: require a fresh European ap- 
praisal of. the Middle £ast situation. 

The European Parliament is the 
EC’s legislative body comprising 
elected members from the various 
political part(es in the nine. Com- 
mon Market countries. 


Delegation chairman John de 
Coutcv Ling, it member of Britain's 
Conservative Purty said that the EC 
Venice declaration was the result of 
“legitimate impatience" with the 
Camp David process. 

Prime Minister Menahem Begin 
told the delegation that Israel has 
no Interest in seeking recognition 
from the Palestine Liberation 
Organization and has no need of it 
either. 

Israel rejected the proposal of 
self-determination for Palestinian 
Arabs, he said, because self- 
determination meant a stale, and a 
state would be a mortal threat to 
this country. . 

■Begin said the Venice proposals, 
made this year by the European 
Community, were an obstacle to the 
ongoing peace process. Israel had 
mBde sacrifices to achieve peace 
with Egypt, and would be willing to 
make more sacrifices for peace with 
the other Arab states, he said, as 
long as these did not involve a 
threat to its security. 

Simone Veil, of France, president 
of the European Parliament, who 
last week wus awarded an honorary 
doctorate by Hebrew University 
said the parliament had taken no 
decisions on the Venice proposals, 
the sUtusof Jerusalem, or any other 
issue, and wus still involved in a 
dialogue on all the relevant aspects. 
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Premier Begin’s silence 


PRIME MINISTER Mennhem 
Begin’s current silence — he’s been 
avoiding public appearances, on TV 
and elsewhere — hus prompted all 
kinds of speculation. The rumour- 
null has been busy with tales of an 
impending resignation, which would 
convert his government into a 
caretaker administration, which 
would defuse the opposition's no- 
confidence motion weapon. 

But while the PM has not had 
lime for local audiences, he has 
entertained a number of foreign 
luminaries. From South African 
Finance Minister Owen Horwood 
and European Parliament President 
Simone Veil to international TV 
celebrity David Frost. In his inter- 
view with Frost, broadcast in 
Europe last week. Begin said that he 
would head the Likud list in the 
elections for the I Oth Knesset, and 
that he would win. Friends in Herat 
sa> the> wish The Comm under 
would release the good news for 
local consumption, if only to raise 
the falling morale of the faithful. 


BEGIN’S MOOD certainly has not 
been improved by the constant at- 
tacks of Agriculture Minister Ariel 
Sharon* who still believes he can 
muscle the premier into giving him 
the defence portfolio. One Herut 
source, describing the growing ex- 
asperation nr the PM’s inner circle 
over the man Begin once called 
Mon general, described a recent 
cabinet session at which Sharon said 
that the army had now started tell- 
ing the government what to do. And 
he quoted Sharon as saying, “He 
who is responsible for the army sits 
silently by. leaving it to the justice 
minister to tell off (he chief of staff." 

In some quarters, which say that 
Arik "has been giving hooliganism a 
bud name," there’s a growing feel- 
ing that the agriculture minister has 
become an electoral burden. His 
constant attacks on the Begin 
Defence Ministry, they fear, will be 
repealed in the Labour Party's elec- 
tion campaign. 

INCIDENTALLY, Sharon’s name 
is not among the top three in 
Hcrut's Likud-list quota for the 
Knesset elections. As things now 
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Abba Elm... an unqualified commitment 
/rent Pere* (Njckstrand) 


stand, the first seven Herut names 
are Begin; Foreign Minister (and 
heir-apparent) Yitzhak Shamir; 
Housing Minister David Levy; 
Deputy Minister Yoram Arldor, the 
Herut secretariat chuirmun; 
Sharon; Nairn Corfu, the coalition 
executive chairman; and Moshe 
Arens, chairman of the Knesset 


TENSION is rising in the Labour 
Party, on the eve of its fateful 
national convention. The current 
"line" is that Party Chairman 
Shimon Peres will win 70 per cent of 
the votes, over rival Yitzhak Rabin. 
Parly waverers reportedly have 
reacted unfavourably to Rabin’s 
charges of wholesale gerrymander- 
ing in the party elections, which 
they regard as free ammunition for 
the Likud. 

PERES* ONLY unqualified cabinet 
commitment is to make Abba 
Eban his foreign- minister. Which 
may be an additional reason why 
the always eloquent Eban got so 
many speaking invitations on his re- 
cent trip abroad. 

In London, he addressed an 
audience including well-known 
“Arabists" Sir Harold Beelcy and 
other friends of Sir lan Gilmour, 
the No. 2 man in the Foreign Office. 
Hu whs also invited to the West 
German Embassy for a 90-min talk 
with Chancellor Helmut Schmidt. 
Eban tried to persuade the Bonn 
leader to line Europe up behind 
Washington on the Middle East, 
and invited Schmidt to the opening 
of the Labour Party convention in 
Jerusalem this week. The German 
Social Democrat, who has passed 
up all other invitations to visit 
Israel, declined this one because of 
the brewing Polish crisis. 


Foreign Affairs and Defence Com- 
mittee. 

AMONG BEGIN’S recent guests 
was a delegation nf six U.S. 
Congressmen from Texas and 
Oklahoma, headed by the only 
Jewish Representative from the 
Lone Star Stale, Martin Frost. They 
all came here under Ihe aegis of 
Dallas lawyer Harry Shoenman, 
chairman or the Texas chapter of 
B'nai B’rilh's Anti-Defamation 
League. 

The Texans and Oklahomans 
were slightly disappointed when 
Begin politely declined to be 
photographed wearing the SI SO 
stetson hat they brought him. But 
when the Congressmen went to 
Egypt, President Anwar Sadat 
obliged by posing for a joint picture 
wearing the 10-gallon headgear. 


EBAN GAVE a neat definition of 
consensus, his party’s beloved term; 
"A view which politicians publicly 
propagate but which they in- 
dividually oppose in private." The 
occasion was a reception at his 
Herzliya home, in his capacity as 
chairman of the parly’s Beil Berl 
college, on the fifth anniversary of 
party magazine Migvan. 

THE COMMANDER of the latest 
Israel Navy officers’ course was 
reputedly bemused to learn that the 
full name of cadet Yossi is Joseph 
Wouk, 26. The son of author 
Herman Wouk decided not to 
become an American lawyer, but 18 
months ago came on aliya, opting 
for the navy when he was called up. 
Is the commander worried about 
the likely influence of the book The 
Caine Mutiny on his promising of- 
ficer candidate? 


Local ‘autonomy’ mooted 
by Mea She’arim’s Jews 


By ABRAHAM RABINOVICH 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

The term “de facto autonomy" 
was heard on the streets or the 
Orthodox Mea She'arim 
neighbourhood of Jerusalem last 
week when some residents began 
planning a private garbage collec- 
tion service, 

The residents committee decided 
on the move last week after garbage 
in the quarter had been uncollected 
by the municipality for a week. Gar- 
bage bins in Mea She’arim were 
burned by militants the previous 
week in riots following allegations 
that the body of a Mea She’arim 
woman had been dissected by doc- 
tors at Hadassah Hospital in viola- 
tion of the Anatomy and Pathology 
Law. 

After the riots, the municipality 
said it will take "some time" for gar- 
bage collection to be resumed. 

"This is the first step towards de 
facto autonomy, ” declared Rabbi 
Moshe Hirsch, a spokesman for the 
ultru-Orlhodox Natorei Kartu 
organization. 

Mayor Teddy Kollek when infor- 
med of the development, said, 
"Good!" 

Hirsch suid lhat thought is 
alreudy being given to securing an 
independent water supply. 

Asked whether the Orthodox 
residents would seek electricity 
from the Arab-owned Jerusalem 
District Electricity Corporation, 
Hirsch said that they would if the 
authorities tampered with their pre- 
sent electricity supply. 

But on Thursday, the residents of 
Mea She'arim’s Batei Hungaren 
housing complex changed their 
minds about, "autonomy" and in- 
stead greeied municipal garbage 
collectors wiih the traditional of- 
fering of bread and salt. 

When the sanitation men arrived, 
they were astonished to find n 
reception committee headed by 
Rabbi Gottleib offering them bread 
and salt, the' traditional Jewish 
greeting to distinguished visitors last 
offered in Jerusalem to President 
Jimmy Carter two years Hgo. 

The workmen’s astonishment was 
not lessened by the fncl lhat most 
were Arab. In addition to the bread 
and salt were gifts of cake and wine. 
Although the latter is forbidden to 
observant Moslems, no one was 



Rahhi Moshe Hirsch 


seen to pul too fine a point on it. 

Why do avowed anti-Zionists 
such as himself seek out (he services 
of u Zionist municipality? “My 
family hus been here 1 30 years," he 
said. "My ancestors hud their gar- 
bage pick'ed up by the Turks ana by 
the British. I have mine picked up 
by the Zionists. What’s the dillcren- 
ce? They are the regime and we pay 
taxes for their services.’’ 

Meanwhile, a spokesman for 
“Autonomous Meu She’arim'' said 
its independent garbage collection 
— two workers and a wagon — had 
been unable to get under way as ex-’ 
peeled because of the rain and 
snow. 

Meanwhile, there was more 
rioting in the city last week, with 
Orthodox demonstrators taking to 
the streets not only in Mea 
She'arim but in the adjoining Geula 
and Buclmrim quarters as well. 

The protests were set off by a 
false rumour that Rahhi Moshe 
Elhaz, dean of a rabbinical seminary 
in the Buchurim Quarter, had been 
arrested. Elba/ earlier had ad- 
dressed a rally protesting the 
"secular nature ” of u Himukka 
party in the Bukharan Quarter. The 
rahhi used the opportunity to con- 
demn autopsies. 

Yosef Goma. one of the religious 
youths who participated in the riots, 
said they were merely part of the 
"ongoing war against the Zionists." 

Jerusalem police commander 
Rah a mini Comfort at first sent out a 
few patrol cars, and later, several 
jecplouds of he I meted Border 
Police. But the police, apparently 
wishing to avoid a full-scale battle, 
concentrated on closing off streets 
and containing the rioters, who 
burraged them with stones. 


The Israel Employment Service 
may soon seek court permission to 
enter private homes to search for 
Filipinos who have been illegally 
brought to Israel to work as live-in 
servants. 

Baruch Haklai, director of the 
Employment Service, has told The 
Jerusalem Post that such legal action 
may be necessary to stem this trend 
and to hall such violations of the 
Jaw. 

The Interior Ministry’s deputy 
director-general, Yehudit Huebncr, 
estimates that there may be as many 
us 1,000 such illegnl aliens, all of 
whom arrived in the country during 
the past few years. They have en- 
tered the country on three-month 
tourist visas which were never 
renewed. 

It is believed lhat most of the ser- 
vants, usually brought here through 
employment agencies, live in the 
penthouses of North Tel Aviv, and 
in the villas of Savyon, Herzliyn 
Pituahr Kfar Shmarvnhu. Shikun 
Dan, and Runial Efaf. 

Apparently, ‘ no one can pin- 
point when Israelis first begun 
importing domestic help, but the 
phenomenon coincided with the 
emergence in the late 1960s of a 
new class of wealthy businessmen. 
Some attribute the trend to ex- 
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Private maids from the East 


ecutives of large national com- 
panies who worked on various pro- 
jects in Africa during the 1960s and 
returned home with enough savings 
to build large villas. Others say that 
foreign diplomats living in the same 
Tel Aviv suburbs, passed on to 
Jsraelis the fashion of employing 
foreign maidservants. 

Importing Filipino maids has now 
become a big business. What three 
or four years ago was limited to one 
would-be servant a week entering 
the country us a tourist, has now 
reached much larger proportions. 
Last month the Interior Ministry, 
under pressure from the Employ- 
ment Service and the Hisladrut 
labour federation, began to crack 
down. Approximately 40 Filipinos a 
week were arriving us "house 
guests’’ of Israeli families they hud 
’‘met" abroad. 

The first victim of the crackdown 
was Letitia Bowen, 22, who arrived 
at Ben-Gurion Airport on Novem- 
ber 25 on a Swissair flight 
originating in Manila. She carried a 
tourist visa issued by the Israeli em- 
bassy in the Philippines and a 
IS 14,000 return air ticket paid for by 
an Israeli resident. Police stopped 


By JOAN BORSTEN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 


and held the woman, who told them 
she had been invited to visit the 
country by a war widow with three 
children living in the centre of the 
country, friends or her family in the 
Philippines. Despite a temporary in- 
junction issued by the high court, 
‘Bowen was deported. 

Three days later 26-year-old 
Veronica Ajepto arrived from 
Manila and was also detained by 
airport police. She was finally per- 
mitted to enter the country as a 
tourist after her host, Haim 
Hershtein of Ramat Gan, who says 
he met her parents while working as 
a lour guide in Europe, posted a 
IS 10,000 bond to guarantee pay- 
ment of court costs. She will soon 
be culled upon to prove (hat she is 
indeed here to tour the Holy Land 
and not to disappear into the 
burgeoning community of illegal 
aliens. 

"We have a conflict here between 
this country's publicly proclaimed 
national values, and the desire or a 
growing number of wealthy Israelis 


to live in a way which is foreign to 
most of us," says Israel Jungster of 
the Employment Service. “There 
are many women in this country 
who are only qualified to work as 
housecleaners or nannies or 
housekeepers, and are in need of 
employment. But most have homes 
and families of their own, and arc 
not prepared to be live-in servants. 

“On the other hand, there are 
wealthy Israelis.. with lar ge homes 
who think they need help round the 
clock. We want them to solve their 
problem by hiring two or three 
locals to work in shifts, This is not 
Latin America. We do not have a 
servant class in this country — 
singles without homes or families — 
and we tjo not want to create one. 
We also do not want to become a 
country like West Germany which 
allowed in many unskilled foreign 
rS ’ l ^ e ' r wives and 
children. That government has now 
found itself responsible for a large, 
underprivileged, uneducated, non- 
German population.’’ 

The Interior Ministry describes 
c ./‘Mnos here as primarily 
English-speaking Christian women 
between the ages of 20-40, .most of 


them single. When their three- 
month tourist visas expire, they sim- 
ply become illegal uliens. The Em- 
ployment Service’s policy is to issue 
work permits only to highly-skilled 
foreign nationals who represent 
specific companies, or who arc 
brought in to do jobs that cannot be 
filled by local citizens. 

in addition to room and board, 
the foreign maids earn $200-5300 a 
month, most of which they send 
home. Some have to also pay out of 
their salary a one-time $300-5400 
placement fee to the employment 
agent who arran ged their position. 

Nupbner ol ine interior MinwWjh 

says lhat in some cases the servants 
are reportedly mistreated by their 
Israeli employers and “function like 
slaves." There is no .way to verily 
this charge, however, as the Em- 
ployment Service is legally permit- 
ted to enter only places of work ana 
not private homes. Most Filipinos, 
however, apparently are able to. 
secure minimal work conditions — 
one day off a week and two free 
hours a day, sick leave, vacations 
and medical enre. However, as they 
are not here legally, it is up to e_a6h 
employer to apply the Histadrul 
work laws governing minimum 
wage, maximum work hours, over* 
time, health standards, * ntl 
workmen’s compensation. 
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COMMENT 

Economic cobwebs 

Economic Editor Meir Merhav discusses options open to the government — 
and the next one if the Begin regime is ousted — to get the economy on an 
even keel. He believes that some of the new ideas which are emerging have 
arrived too late. 


Dry Bones 
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ABOUT a year ago, American news- 
papers carried a story about a man 
who had cut apart two front-wheel 
drive cars and welded their front 
halves together, thus making a vehi- 
cle that could go Tull speed ahead, 
as well as in reverse, without having 
to go to the-trouble nf making a U- 
lurn. 

Obviously, the contraption could 
never go in both directions at once, 
a point which may bear a lesson for 
the government's economic policy- 
makers. They have long been trying 
to drive forward and in reverse at 
the same time — to halt inflation 
and, simultaneously, to improve the 
balance of payments. Aside from 
some shuffling backwards and 
forwards, the economy has 
remuined siu:k. 

For these two objectives are com- 
patible only — and this is true just in 
the short run — if one is ready to ac- 
cept mass unemployment and to 
have the economy's wheels grind 
themselves into a hole in the 
ground. 

There has been virtual stagnation 
now for six years. If we have not yet 
experienced mass unemployment, 
that is mainly because stagnation 
has also arrested labour-saving 
progress and because the potential- 
ly unemployed have been absorbed 
by the parasitic growth of public 
and private services. 

It long ago became apparent (hut 
we cannot go much further along 
that road. The alternative con- 
tinually held out as the remedy for 
our economic maladies is the inten- 
tional engineering of a domestic 
recession. It is supposed lhat this 
will — at one fell swoop — reduce 
imports, divert output to exports 
and force domestic prices down. 
Years of failure have made no dent 
in the firm convictions of those 
proposing such solutions. 

However, to make this approach 
work at all — and even that is more 
than doubtful — one must accept 
mass unemployment. 

IT IS relatively easy for a govern- 
ment to engineer a recession. As a 
means to combat inflation, that ap- 
proach has proved a non-starter un- 
less recession and unemployment 
had reached catastrophic levels. 


The monopolistic and oligopolistic 
structure of modern economies — 
which in small countries such as 
Israel is even more pronounced 
than in bigger economies — pre- 
vents a contraction of output and 
employment from having that 
downward effect on the price level 
that would be expected in a com- 
petitive economic structure. 

In a monopolistic economy, a 
recession, instead of driving prices 
down, may even push them up. The 
prevalence of monopoly is not the 
cause of inflation, but it makes any 
inflationary shock self-maintaining 
and seif-perpeluating. 

Domestic recession will, no 
doubt, reduce imports. It may also, 
for a lime and up to a certain point, 
divert output from the domestic to 
the foreign market. Both will 
improve the trade balance, as we 
have experienced again this year — 
and cabinet ministers will always 
pat themselves on the back for such 
achievements. 

However, such recession-induced 
gains in the trade balance are 
ephemeral. More exports and more 
import substitutes mean more, not 
less, output and employment. They 
require investment, technical 
progress and growth, not stagnation 
and a temporary diversion of what is 
already available from one use to 
another. 

With a monthly inflation of two 
digits, uncertainty becomes so 
great, even with the most perfect 
systems- of indexation, that, calcula- 
tion Tor the future becomes as 
rational as trying to break the bank 
at Monte Carlo. Investment, and 
therefore technical progress and 
growth, come to a hall. 

MOREOVER, even if some fiscal 
sleight of hand could maintain 
economic growth, it would be in- 
herently inflationary if directed 
towards those kinds of output that 
improve the trade balance. 
Improvements in the trade balance 
generate domestic income, while 
the goods and services produced go 
abroad. To offset the inflationary 
pressures of such a type of growth, 
it must be accompanied by higher 
savings — something that can hard- 
ly be expected when incomes are 


falling, or even stationary. 

Policies designed to induce reces- 
sion will therefore lead nowhere. 
They have not halted inflation 
wherever they have been tried, and 
their short-run balance-of-payment 
gains have been as long-lasting as 
the recession itself. For a country in 
need of long-term structural change 
— such as Israel — the short-run 
gains are destructive. 

IF DEEP recession is a self- 
defeating absurdity and mass un- 
employment socially intolerable,- 
and possibly a danger to 
democracy, what is the alternative? 

It can obviously only be the ac- 
ceptance of a temporary deteriora- 
tion in the balance of payments. 
The government would induce big- 
ger imports at a lower effective ex- 
change rate through lower customs 
duties and, if necessary, through u 
revaluation of the currency. If 
necessary, there could also be a 
slowdown of exports. In a trade- 
dependent economy such as Israel, 
where imports amount to some 40 
per cent of total resources and ex- 
ports account for some 30 per cent 
of output, domestic monopoly can 
best be restrained by more competi- 
tion from imports. 

This is the key to slowing down 
inflation — and a slowdown of infla- 
tion. in turn, is the precondition for 
reviving real investment, technical 
progress and productivity. Without 
these, there is no way of improving 
the trade balance in the long run. 
Equally, without letting it 
deteriorate in the short run there is 
no way of inducing a revival of 
growth. 

There are signs lhat some of this 
has been realized in recent months, 
albeit hesitantly. Prof. Ezra Sadan, 
the finance minister’s chief 
economic adviser, has come out in 
favour of returning, in one or the 
other form, to multiple exchange 
rates. 

He has not yet spelled out that 
(his means a return to currency con- 
trols and that it means the stabiliza- 
tion of the exchange rate for im- 
ports — and their consequent in- 
crease. In the Bank of Israel, too, 
there are second thoughts on Ihe 
policies of the last Lhree years, 
although the inherent timidity of 


that institution and its vested in- 
terests in maintaining the status quo 
prevent one from hearing more than 
faint murmurs of doubt. 

In the 1981 budget now under dis- 
cussion, there is the explicit 
recognition that inflation must be 
attacked on the cost side, primarily 
by keeping the import exchange 
rate relatively stable, and that in- 
flationary expectations must be 
dampened by extending the indexa- 
tion system so that nobody can ex- 
pect to cither gain or lose from con- 
tinued high inflation. 

These are ideas in the right direc- 
tion. Had they crystallized two 
years — or even a year — earlier, 
they might have done some good. 

As it is, any new approaches 
come loo late — and are usually too 
little, Nothing that the present 
government will still proclaim and 
attempt will be very relevant. 
Economic policies take time to 
work themselves out. 

THERE IS, however, the danger 
that not much will change even if 
the present government is sent 
packing. A Labour government will 
rely on the same economic es- 
tablishment that for more than a 
generation has exercised a virtual 
intellectual monopoly of economic 
thinking and policy-making in 
rsrael. One can even now see the 
same advisers peddling the same in- 


icllcctual ware in all political 
markets — at “sellers only” quota- 
tions. 

The Labour Party will have to do 
a lot of fundamental re-thinking if it 
is not merely to rehash Us policies of 
years past. In particular, it will have 
to integrate — possibly for the first 
lime in Israel’s history — economic 
with foreign and defence policy . so 
as to formulate a coherent grand 
italion.il strategy. 

It will have to ask itself whether, 
as leader of the country, its foreign 
policies will make it possible to in- 
cur the risks of a temporary reduc- 
tion of foreign reserves needed to 
halt inflation: whether it will be able 
to lake the risks needed to refor- 
mulate the country’s defence 
posture so as to permit a cut in the 
huge defence expenditures sapping 
the nut ion. It will have to provide 
credible mechanisms for patterning 
income distribution to create a new 
trust in the equitability of govern- 
ment policies, so that necessary- 
sacrifices will be accepted willingly. 

All of this will need a lot of clear 
and fresh thinking, political and 
moral resolve and — on a different 
level — the biggest possible 
parliamentary majority. Unfor- 
tunately, even the first two of these 
are not yet in sight, and the third 
alone may even block the effort to 
develop them. 


'Political prima donnas' 


AS THE STRUGGLE for primacy 
in the Labour Party reaches a 
climax, it is becoming only too evi- 
dent that nobody is very happy with 
the manner in which public servants 
serve the public. The Knesset is in 
disrepute and scandal thrives. 

I would point to the electoral 
system as the main source of evil in 
our public life, for it gives undue 
powcf ll tp ; t|te,pflr)y. ll |?P* ses »nd ,»n“- 
adequale power to the electorate. 
Indeed, as long as the electorate 
lacks power over the fate of in- 
dividual Knesset members, it is 
doubtful whether the unpleasant 
aspects of our public life can be 
eliminated. Only the sanction of the 
voter will have the necessary effect. 

Perhaps the most interesting of 
the recent opinion polls revealed 
what the public desires most of 
all is an able team leading the' 
country. The 1 emphasis was the 
“team," in which the leader of the 
party has the fullest confidence and 
which has the fullest confidence in 
him. The public, as usual, has 


revealed its inherent common 
sense, which is often notably absent 
from the considerations of politi- 
cians. T'he man in the street is 
becoming di$en<?jianted with a. type, 
of leader that has emerged in Israel 
— primarily, but not only, from'fhe 
military ranks. This type arrogates 
to himself a monopoly of wisdom, 
on political analysis. He is blatantly 
self-satisfied, obsessed with his own 
importance and- understanding, 
convinced of his owfi centrality, and 
of the inherent stupidity of" all 
others.' He tolerates with barely- 
concealed impatience the views of 
his fellow politicians. 

CLOSER INSPECTION shows that 
the bloated self-ertpem covers up a 
multitude of the. m^l egregious er- 
rors of jpdgemeiil stid prognostica- 
tion. If these were not revealed to 


By Chaim Herzog 

j ; 

the public long ago, it was largely 
the fault of the media. 

Classic examples have been: tak- 
ing sides publicly in the U.S. elec- 
tions; issuing a statement on blacks 
in the U.S. army; and a public 
denigration of the defence es- 
tablishment by a minister who 
shares collective responsibility for 
that establishment. 

The betrayal of its electorate by 
the Democratic Movement for 
Change has added to this feeling of 
frustration and disenchantment. 
The public Js now Iboking for a 
team of individuals of proven 
ability, who are prepared to subor- 
dinate their egos to their work as a 
team, ; ■ 

EGOS AND TEAMS came to mind 


as I read ah interview with Yitzhak 
Rabin in Ma'oriv recently, ln.it he 
asserted, incredibly enough, that 
Shimon Peres would have a place in 
any government he, Rabin, headed, 
although now he would "know how 
to handle the situation." He also as- 
serted that while he does not tend to 
participate in * cabinet headed by 
Peres, he would of cdurse subor* 
dinate his feelings to the desire of 
his “camp." Here once again’ one 
sees an example of a phendmehon 
in our public life which Is tiomplcl’e- 
ly distasteful ft'nd in my view dis- 
honest. ■ 

If Rabin believes what he wrote 
in his book about Peres, then con- 
sidering including Peres in his 
cabinet is an Irresponsible act, if he 
is willing to include Peres in his 
cabinet becausq.he does not believe 
what he wrote about hlm;Lhen it is 


his public duty to retract what he 
wrote. 

IT MUST BE clear to all that any 
attempt to paper over the personal 
differences between the candidates 
and to seek cosmetic compromises 
would be saddling our long- 
suffering people once again with a 
torn leadership. This could spell 
catastrophe for our nation in its cur- 
rent condition. On this issue, as on 
all other issues, national considera- 
tions must prevail. 

Having prima donnas on stage 
has encouraged at the leadership 
level ailitudes of mutual disrespect, 
ambivalent standards and une- 
quivocal stands on matters of prin- 
ciple. The weekly exchanges at 
cabinet level are a bitter illustration 
of this state of affairs. It seems that 
at long last the Israeli public is Wak- 
ing up to the basic instability 
engendered by individuals who 
seem to view the public as an instru- 
ment and who see themselves 
beyond reproach and utterly In* 
dispensible. 
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WALKING THROUGH the 
corridors or (he Defence Minister's 
bureau these days, one is struck by a 
pervasive atmosphere of inactivity. 
Desks, once piled high with docu- 
ments, stand bare, and apart from a 
young remale soldier and a 
secretary manning silent 
telephones, there is not a soul to be 
seen. The picture changes 
somewhat on Thursdays, when 
Men ah cm Begin arrives for his one- 
day-a-week stint as defence 
minister: but even then the flow of 
visitors tends to be political rather 
than military. 

It is very obvious, from both the 
scene and the mood, that the 
Defence Ministry, which used to be 
the focus of Israeli policy-making, is 
dormant. That (he largest body in 
the country, consuming over 40 per 
cent of the annual budget and 
charged with formulnting answers 
to Israel's complicated defence 
needs, is without a head. 

Two things have happened recent- 
ly to emphasize this sorry state of 
affairs: the defence budget im- 
broglio, and the situation in the ad- 
ministered territories. Both arc 
marked by un ad hoc approach, 
whose outcome could have serious 
repercussions on the country, both 
internally and externally. 

The case of this year's defence 
budget is a classic study in mis- 
management. It was also the issue 
over which Defence Minister Ezer 
Weizman ostensibly resigned, 
though one could attribute deeper 
political motives to his decision. 

Motives apart, the issue would 
have tested the mettle or any 
minister. The army was made a 
mockery or by ineffectual decision- 
making, official double-talk and 
mis-statements. The question is not 
whether the IDF is too large and 
cumbersome, as Agriculture 
Minister Ariel Sharon has charged, 
but what type of defence force this 
government wants to meet any 
potential threat on the one hand, 
and to fit in with other national 
priorities on the other. 


Arms and the accountant 


With Prime Minister Begin able to devote only a limited amount of time to 
his tasks as defence minister, much of the burden of defence policy-making 
has fallen on the bureaucrats and the brass, writes Military Correspondent 
HIRSH GOODMAN. He argues that if Mr. Begin continues as defence 
minister he must accept the responsibilities that go with it. 



Prime Minister Men a hem Begin at a recent ceremony In Jerusalem to mark Military Police Day. On his 
right Is Chief of. Staff l.lcut.-Gcn. Rafael Eitan; on his left Military Police chief Brigadier Haim Granit 


and Deputy Chief of Staff Maj.-Gen. Yckullel Adam. 


IN APRIL this year, the Treasury 
held dozens of hours of consulta- 
tions with the country's lop generals 
and Defence Ministry officials in 
order to find this balance. The 
money men projected a lamentable 
economic situation. The defence 
people mapped out their views on 
the peace process with Egypt: the 
atomic potential of Israel’s 
neighbours; the arms-purchasing 
spree being fanned by pelrodoilar- 
hungry Europeans and the 
Americans: the growing sophistica- 
tion of conventional weapons in the 
region: the slate of Israeli arms ex- 
ports, the increasing cost of internal 
security: (he instability in the Arab 
world, the level of American 
defence aid; the size of the standing 
army; the cost of the Negev 
redeployment; and funding for 
research and development. 

The talks went on for weeks, 
many of them under the guidance of 
the prime minister, until finally a 
picture was put together of what the 
country wanted and what it could 
afford. The figure agreed upon was 
around IS2lb. out of a total budget 
of lS63.3b. Of the IS2lb., the Israel 
taxpayer would contribute over 
lS12b. ( the rest coming from foreign 
reserves and the aid package. There 
was & proviso to the agreement: that 
the Treasury would cover any 
increase in the cost of fuel ana 
salaries. 

At the time, several assumptions 
seemed reasonable^ that under the 
guidance of the prime minister, in 
consultation with the rest of his 
cabinet, and primarily the finance 
and defence ministers, a balance 


had been struck between the coun- 
try's social and defence needs; that 
an accurate picture had been drawn 
of the threat to Israel and the steps 
required to counter it; that the 
budget was based on a realistic 
economic forecast; and that the 
IDF has been given the green light 
to go ahead with long-term plan- 
ning. 

The last point is a cardinal one, 
for you don't purchase planes, 
tanks and electronics off a shelf.' 
The time-lag between order-book 
and delivery is a very protracted 
one. 


ALAS, hardly had the ink dried on 
the budget agreement than a 
reassessment was called for. 

The army, after a series of dis- 
tressing public debates, charges and 
counter-charges, which not only un- 
dermined the credibility of the 
government and the army but led to 
the politicization of the defence 
establishment, agreed to a cut 
of IS700m. 

This was achieved in various 
ways. The Ramon redeployment 
programme and local building 
schemes were deferred. Permanent 
servicemen were asked to volunteer 
a portion of their salaries to a 
special Israel Defence Fund. 
Reductions were to be made in the 
size of the ammunition supplies 
which in efTect dictate the number 
of days Israel can conduct war in- 
dependently of foreign imports and 
contingency production. More 
money was to be saved by cutting 
food allocations like chocolate for 
frogmen and rolls for sailors. 

This was then followed by yet 
another cut of IS) 50m. to help the 
government pay the teachers, who, 
having conducted a successful 
strike, were to receive millions of 
shekels in retroactive pay. Then 
Agriculture Minister (and reserve 
general) Ariel Sharon made the un- 
supported claim that if he were ap- 
pointed defence minister, he could 
trim the budgot by yet another 
IS2b. 

The army said at the time that the 


cuts had not adversely affected the 
physical capacity of the IDF. 
Training was not affected, and ma- 
jor procurement programmes 
remained intact. They could sur- 
vive, they said. With difficulty, but 
they could survive. 

The cuts were agreed to partly 
because or the pugnacious attitude 
of Yigael Hurvitz, who consented to 
replace Simha Ehrlich as finance 
minister only if he were given a free 
hand in organizing national 
priorities. Agreement was reached 
on an understanding that all in- 
flationary expenditure would be 
covered in full for the first six 
months of the fiscal year, and up to 
80 per cent in the second six 
months. 


BUT LAST MONTH, the un- 
derstanding broke down once again. 
The Defence Ministry, with slightly 
over IS3b. left to spend in the last 
three months of the fiscal year, was 
told that it would have to face 
another de facto cut of ISI .6b. This 
time the cut would simply be im? 
posed by the Finance Ministry, 
which refused to transfer agreed 
funds to cover the compensation 
for inflationary price rises. 

Officials at the Defence Ministry 
were dumbfounded. Not only was a 
written agreement, reached after 
months of negotiation with the 
prime minister, reneged on; but 
they were faced with the prospect of 
having some 50 per cent of their 
remaining budget for 1980-81 killed. 

Contracts entered into with local 
manufacturers in April would have 
to be cancelled, which would cost 
millions in penalties. Scheduled 
maneuvers, would have to be 
postponed, reserve service reduced, 
Hying hours limited, R & D pro- 
jects frozen. 

Worse still, there was simply no 
one in authority to appeal to 
Premier Begin, who happens to 
head the defence establishment on 
Thursdays, and who found himself 
literally between two stools, with 
his responsibility for assuring 
Israel's defence on one side, and his 


The problem goes far deeper than 
a few billion shekels in the budget. 
It is one of method. How is it possi- 
ble for a government to work as 
haphazardly as ours and expect ef- 
fective results? How is it possible to 
formulate plans, order them to be 
put into operation, and then renege 
on them without offering any alter- 
native policy? 


The government never sat down 
with the military and said; We have 
examined the Middle East realities 
and have concluded (hat you can do 
with fewer tanks and aircraft. Do 
you agree that we can divert some 
of the money for the social services? 
Jhey-n ova f- el a at-thcn alU re 

of the threat had changed, or 
proposed a different defence policy. 
All they did was to produce an unin- 
formed, unilateral decision, based 
on the calculations of accountants 
whose job it is to make the books 
balance without heed for the conse- 
quences. And for the defence 
minister to allow this to happen, just 
because he also happens to be a 
prime minister with his eye on hit 
coalition problems, constitutes 
irresponsibility to the nation. 


(Zoom 77 1 

desire to maintain his eroding coaii: 
tion, from collapsing, on the other. 

Thus Chief-of-SlaiT Rafael Eitan, 
who is supposed to be only an ex- 
ecutor of policy, found himself 
arguing in the cabinet in the rmfe of 
defence minister. The director- 
general of the Defence Ministry, 
Yosef Ma’ayan. and his battery of 
technocrats, hold positions in 
forums until now considered the 
domain of ministers and MKs. 
They do not enjoy these roles; but 
there is no one else to argue what 
they consider a life-and-death issue. 
Moreover, they were fighting a bat- 
tle on unequal terms. They could 
not speak with the authority of an 
elected minister, and in doing so 
they were transgressing Israel’s 
code of democratic ethics. 

As usual, Ariel Sharon has not 
hesitated to take advantage of the 
situation. Hiscrilicism of tne IDF in 
a recent radio interview may 
have been vitriolic, but his charge 
that the chief of staff and the 
defence bureaucrats are meddling 
in the government's business had 
some basis. Once again he 
declared that the defence budget 
could be trimmed by lS2b., and he 
intimated that if he were defence 
minister it would be done. 


THE REDEPLOYMENT from the 
Sinai to the Negev gave rise to the 
idea that perhaps this could serve as 
a fulcrum for basic change in the 
shape and disposition of the IDF 
enabling it to be reduced in size. To 
the best of my knowledge this pos- 
sibility has never been discussed by 
any ministerial forum, nor have any 
studies on the topic been ordered 
from any internal or academic think 
tanks. 


There has not been uny basic rc- 
anolysis of the threat, of the im- 
plications of the new strategic 
alliances in the Arab world, or of 
America's changed attitude to (he 
region. One wonders, therefore, 
how any intelligent decisions can be 
made at all, about the defence 
budget or any other aspect of the 
armed forces. 


THE SAME can be said about the, 
developing situation on the West 
Bank and in Gaza. It was this 
government which, al Camp David, 
recognized the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people, and which 
came up with the autonomy model. 
It was this government which 
agreed to pull the military govern- 
ment out of the administered 
territories, and to redefine the 
status of Judea, Sumaria and Gaza 
within five years. Yet it is this 
government which is pursuing an 
unprecedented heavy-handed 
policy in the territories, aimed at 
suppressing any demonstrative ex- 
pression of the rights of the Palesti- 
nians, and deepening the day-to-day 
involvement of the military govern- 
ment in the lives of the inhabitant*. 


PERHAPS the IDF is indeed too 
large and too cumbersome. Perhaps 
a radical new approach to our 
security is called for. But surely not 
two-thirds of the way through a 
work plan bdsed On an^agreed^ 
budget. 

Even Ariel Sharon, for all his 
singlemindedness and bulldozer 
philosophy, would not be able to 
live up to his promises, and one can- 
not help feeling that he is using the 
situation to foster his own political 
ambitions at the expense of the 
IDF. For by constantly proclaiming 
that the army is bloated and inef- 
ficient, he is In efTect casting a 
vote of no confidence, both 
in the military leadership and in the 
capability of the army itself — and 
that message may well implant itself 
in the minds not only of the nation, 
but of the nation's enemies as well. 


There seems to be a tremendous 
disparity between the stated 
political goals of the government 
headed by Begin the prime minister, 
and the actions or the Defence 
-Min istry in the territories, overseen 
by Begin the defence minister. ~ 

The problem was no less com* 
plicated in 1967 than it Is now. But 
strong leadership and direction, 
perhaps even vision, by the then 
defence minister, Moshe Dsysn, 
provided a mix of strong-arm ana 
enlightened policies that smoothed 
the frustrations born of a seemingly 
insoluble political situation. 

Israel cannot carry on without a 
full time defence minister. Tn» 
does not necessarily mean that 
Premier Begin cannot be defence 
minister too. But if he continues to. 
hold on to the title, he must accept 
the responsibility that goes with.#- 
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SHERATON HOTELS IN ISRAEL 

FLAGS were flying and the 
whole country was celebrating. 

Israel was marking another 
birthday and Sheraton the birth 
of another successful hotel ven- 
ture. 

"We opened our doors on 
Independence Day in May 197? 
and were able to achieve 
profitability within the first 12 
months," recalls Harold. 

Richman, general manager of 
the Tel Aviv Sheraton, a She- 
raton vice-president "and area 
manager of the hotel chain In 
Israel. "In our first full calen- 
dar year, the hotel reached 70 
per cent occupancy. The follow- 
ing year, the occupancy rate 
advanced to 84 per cent. 

Currently we are running ahead 
of this figure and enjoy the 
highest occupanoy rate of any 
five-star hotel In Israel," 
beams Richman. 

The facts and figures apeak 
for themselves. Just as clear 
are the reasons behind them, a 
successful combination of the 
right people providing the right 
service for the right price. For 
example, Richman, who 
started his hotel career aa a 
busboy, has staffed his hotel not 
only with professionals, but also 
with bright, motivated college 
students. They undergo a highly 
professional ln-house training 
programme, which grooms 
them to give the kind of top- 
knotch service all hotel guests 
want but do not always get. 

"We're selling service, which 
our college students give with 
finesse and enthusiasm. As our 
guests testify, It Is a delightful 
combination." 


SOME PEOPLE think a hotel 
should be a home away from 
home. Richman thinks they set 
their sights too low. Some peo- 
ple think that the manager of a 
deluxe hotel should appear in 
the lobby In suit and tie and be 
treated like royalty. Richman 
wearB the same outfit that his 
bellboys do — and on occasion 
guests have asked him to carry 
their bags. And he did, with a 
smile. 

He believes In giving a guest 
what he deserves — and has 
paid for. Everything should be 
aa good or better than what the 
guest has at home. His aim Is 
"to create special services and 
products for the markets being 
served." Thus the Tel Aviv 
Sheraton offers gourmet glatt 
kosher cuisine and has one of 
Tel Aviv's most swinging dis- 
cotheques. Approximately one- 
third of the hotel's guests are 
businessmen, clients for the 
highly personalised Gold 
Carpet Service. Gold Carpet 
guests, housed in a "hotel 
within a hotel" on the 
Sheraton's top three floors, are 
provided with individual atten- 
tion, Including executive 
secretary service, especially- 
printed stationary and visiting., 
cards, and . facilities which. ap- 
proximate their own office 
away from home. 

"The success and continuous 
growth of the Tel Aviv Sheraton 
was directly responsible for the 
Jerusalem contract,” Richman 
points out, referring to the 
chain's soon to be opened 18 - 
storey hotel in the capital, 
which boasts lBO rooms. The 
King Solomon Sheraton, new ho- 
tel at the corner of King David 
and Keren Hayeaod, overlooks 
the Monteflore Gardens and com- 
mands views of both the old and 
new cities. It is to be followed in 





Harold Richman, the Tel it ulv Sheraton's general manager, with key women staffers. Hotel has largest 
number of women managers , in Israel, and in the Sheraton chabu. (Photo— RMli 

iMiiwta for sw'ff.vs 

'Some people think a hotel should be a home away from 
home. Harold Richman thinks they set their sights too 
low,' writes The Post's JOSEPH MORGENSTERN, 
who talked to the Tel Aviv Sheraton's general manager. 


the Sheraton expansion scheme 
by the 400-room Eilat Sheraton, 
planned to be a luxurious resort 
hotel and scheduled to open in 
three years. 

ACHIEVEMENT and expan- 
sion are the pattern Sheraton 
has followed around the world. 
Eighteen million people check- 
ed Into 420 Sheraton Hotels 
worldwide last year. This 
success story began In 1087, 
when a group of real estate men 
consolidated and purchased a 
200-room motor lodge in 
Springfield, Massachusetts. 
Two ’ years later the company 
acquired three more hotels, one 
of which was called Sheraton. It 
was the tall end of arecession In 
the U.S. and no one bothered to 
change the Sheraton sign on top. 
of the hotel, and so the name* 
stuck. j 

After a decade of operations, 
in 1947, Sheraton owned a chain 
of hotels scattered along the 
East Coast. The company 
became the first, hotel group to 
have its shares registered for 
trading on the New York Stock 
Exchange. Until tha late 1980s, 
growth oatne primarily through 


real estate acquisitions. 
Management techniques were 
refined, but not yet marketed. 
Sheraton pioneered the first 
telex reservation system in 
1948. It was the first to have 
direct-dial telephones in its 
rooms, installed In 1957. Shortly 
afterwards Sheraton Intro- 
duced Reservatron, the first 
electronic reservation system. 
And, in 1981, Sheraton opened 
its first International hotel — 
which waB also the first Inter- 
national hotel In Israel. 

The company struck out Into 
the mass market with the 
launching of Sheraton Inns in 
1962. These fr&nohised motor 
Inns spread throughout 
America. By 1968, no fewer 
than 88 were owned or directly 
managed by Sheraton, while 84 
were under franchise. That 
year Sheraton was bought out 
by International Telephone and 
Telegraph, and ITT set the 
target of establishing Sheraton 
as a flrat-olass management 
company. " 

The franchised motor Inns 
grew In number to 825 
throughout North America. 
However, the bulk of Sheraton’s 


income came from Its 
prestigious International hotels. 
In the past decade, 60 Sheraton- 
managed hotels have been add- 
ed to the company's operations. 
The majority have been 
8heraton designed and financ- 
ed. During the same decade 80 
properties were sold. In 1979, 
half of the .chain's 425 
■Sheratons, Including the 
franchises, were less than five 
years old. 

SHERATON management has 
proved to be file solution for 
many countries^ whose tourism 
growth h&B outpaced the ability 
to provide >home-grown 
management expertise. 
Sheraton enters the scene 
through management contracts 
and has not had to build hotels 
to gain a foothold In any given 
part of the world. 

“By virtue of our assuming 
management of , the Jerusalem 
property, we are giving the city 
exposure to Sheraton clients 
through the company's 80 
regional offices around the 
globe, as well as through the 
Sheratlon Worldwide Direc- 
tory," says Richman. Some 


21,500,000 copies of the direct- 
ory are printed annually, he 
adds. "On the other hand, to ex- 
pand our corporate Incentive 
travel groups, we required a 
Jerusalem base, Furthermore, 
we have the right to operate a 
second hotel In Jerusalem and 
an agreement could be reached 
to that effect In the near future. 
"Once the Eilat Sheraton 
opens, he adds, this will "give 
impetus to tourism to Israel by 
travellers from all parts of the 
world." 

Though thoroughly optimistic 
in his assessment of Sheraton's 
prospects here, Richman Is sen- 
sitive to the difficulties of the 
hotel Industry here. "It Is con- 
siderably more expensive to 
run a hotel in Israel than in the 
U.S. Social benefits paid to 
employees are proportionally 
much higher here and so are 
energy costs." 

Israel's tourism industry, he 
says, is not sufficiently vocal in 
its criticism of the lack of sup- 
port on the part of the Tourism 
Ministry. “There Is Just not 
enough rapport between the 
government and those in the 
tourism industry," says 
Richman. "Although the 
Sheraton has a good 
relationship with various agen- 
cies in the country, a better 
over-all 'working together' at- 
titude must be created, not just 
criticism." 

His contribution to this 
success has earned him and the 
Tel Aviv Shcrnton a flurry of 
awards from the international 
Sheraton chain and from ITT. 
One example uf his creative ap- 
proach to problem salving was 
the way he dealt with the snag 
of elevators not running proper- 
ly. Ho Immediately put up 
notices, not just asking guests 
for their patience, but also 
appealing to their sense of 
humour. The notices were so 
successful that all but one were 
"borrowed" by guests. 

But whatever the gimmick, 
he is aware that It must come In 
addition to, and not instead of, 
old-fashioned good service. It's 
nice to serve a fancy drink, he 
says, but more important to 
make sure the glass Is clean. 

Richman, 40. prides himself 
on being the first American 
Jewish hotel manager to take 
over a major hotel in Israel. He 
came here In 1975, on a flying 
week’s visit, after Sheraton 
asked him If he would be In- 
terested in running their yet to 
be opened hotel In Tel Aviv. In 
one week, he says, he toured the 
country and took the job. His 
earlier posts lnoluded being 
general manager of the famous 
Parker House In Boston and 
manager of two Sheraton 
franchises In the Boston area. 
He has also worked as an ex- 
ecutive chef — high up the 
ladder from his first hotel Job aa 
a busboy when he was studying 
maths and physics at the 
University of North Carolina. 

Richman lives with his 
four children In one of the 
Sheraton Tel Aviv's suites. “I 
have enough interesting things 
to keep me busy other than 
every day hotel operations. 
These include sales develop- 
ment and such specialised 
aspects as developing unusual 
food menus. 

"T like living In Israel and the 
challenge that It poses. I look 
forward to the opening of the 
J erusalem Sheraton and then of 
the EUat Sheraton." □ 
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Unique management style 



Philip Navon, general manager of The King Solomon Sheraton, and "hie" hotel in Jerusalem. 


WHEN HE left the moshav he 
had helped to found. Philip 
Navon was willing to take the 
first steady job he could find to 
support Mb wife and three 
children. Luckily for him, the 
first job happened to be In the 
old Tel Aviv Sheraton as assis- 
tant food and beverage 
manager. 

For, after only 11 years in the 
hotel industry, he was ap- 
pointed general manager of the 
hotel. And today he 1b taking on 
an even greater responsibility 
since he will be general 
mnnager of the King Solomon 
Sheraton .in Jerusalem, due to 
open early next year. More than 
{2.5m, had been spent on its In- 
terior and it Is reckoned that the 
King Solomon will be the most 
elegnnt hotel in Israel. 

Navon, 55, believes that the 
current challenge facing him 
more than Justifies his decision 
six years ago not to accept any 
of the general manager posts in 
Sheraton hotels abroad that 
were offered to him when the 
old Sheraton closed down. 
Navon, who immigrated to 
Israel from South Africa to join 
Mahal (volunteers from 
abroad) to fight in the War of 


Independence, had already left 
Israel once — to work as 
general manager of the 
Sheraton hotel In Malta from 
1970 to 1972 — and did not want 
to do so again. Instead he 
accepted the poBt of project 
manager for the new Sheraton 


By Arye Wolman 


hotel In Tel Aviv until It was 
opened In 1977. Then he served 
as executive assistant manager 
of the hotel under Harold 


Rlchman. 

The Tel Aviv Sheraton's novel 
staff recruitment policy, of 
mainly university students, and 
the Informal style of manage- 
ment bear the marks of 
Navon's Influence. The Infor- 
mal style, Navon feels, does not 


detract from the high standard 
of service which the manage- 
ment expects. 

One staff member com- 
ments: "He is a real father 
figure and a model for all' of us. 
No one has any inhibitions 
about talking to him." 

— Naran-oxplainar-^Uftttl-a few 
years ago, working In a hotel 
was looked down upon by bright 
young Israelis. But that's no. 
longer true today, largely 
thanks to our management 
style, I believe. We took a big 
risk in Tel Aviv with only 15 per 
cent of our staff having any ex- 
perience in hotel work. But It 
paid off." 

Navon himself will be moving 
home with his wife from Ramat 
Hasharon to Jerusalem, not far 
from the new hotel. 

"Our planning of the Tel Aviv 
hotel was very careful and 
things worked out pretty much 
according to plan. Even In our 
first year of operations we were 
able to show a profit, which Is 
unusual in our class of hotel. In 
Jerusalem, the Sheraton has 
been looking for a hotel for the 
last 15 years. Now it has one, I 
am sure we are going to be Just 
as successful. n □ 





JERUSALEM'S NEWEST 
hotel has a biblical name. But 
the restaurants which will open 
with the King Solomon Sheraton 
early next year draw upon a 
varied set of culinary 
traditions. 

The hostelry on King David 
Street will draw on the exotic 
for the capital's first Japanese 
restaurant, and the elegant, In 
an English-style carvery. Add a 
glatt kosher all-day restaurant, 
a lobby lounge for cocktails and 
snacks, a banquet hall that 
seats 450, outdoor and indoor 
swimming pools, a gym and a 
health club, and you've got a 
wide variety of services for 
hotel guests and local residents 
as well. 

And that's exactly the point, 
says Mike Maslnter, the South 
Africa-born food and beverage 
manager of the new hotel. The 
King Solomon doesn't want to 
be like most hotels, which tailor 
their menus and services — and 
their price lists — to the 
tourist's tastes and pocketbook. 
It Is making a special effort to 
attract Jerusalemites. 

"Our average prices will be 
relatively low, within the reach 
of local people," Maslnter 
asserts with conviction. 

THE SHOWPIECE of the 154- 
room hotel will be the Tep- 
panyaki Japanese Restaurant, 
with rice-paper walle, quarry- 
tiled floors and pinewood fur- 
niture in the fashion of the Land 
of the Rising Sun. The service 
Btaff will be dressed in 
Japanese costumes. 

And the stars of the show will 
be the waiter-cooks at four 
horseshoe-shaped grill-tables, 
Who will employ samurai-like 
flourish as they prepare the 
dinner In full view of the guests. 
"It’s a virtuoso performance,", 
comments Maslnter, as he 


Emphasis on service 



Mike Maslnter, food and beverage director at the King Solotnon Sheraton <n Jerusalem, and Oniio Jane, the 
maitre d , inspect some of Me Mfoften equipment at the new hotel, which is due to open early next year. 


describes the way they'll cut 
and cook food. 

IN ANOTHER section of the 
restaurant, guests will do the 
cooking — of eukiyakl and 
shabu-shabu — themselves, 
with the assistance of 
waitresses in Mmonoa. And for 
those who like to sit on the floor, 
there's the Tataml Room, with 
Japanese delicacies, warm 
sake and Japanese service. 


THERE'LL BE ANOTHER 
kind of gourmet theatre in the 
Carvery, a dignified dining 
room of wood panels and tinted 
mirrors. Quests won't choose 
their meal from a menu, but 
from a series of serving-carts — 
all the way from hors d’oeuvre 
through soup and sorbet to the 
main courses, which will be 
carved at the table. 

Both the Teppanyakl and the 
Carvery will be open only in 


the evening. Daytime dining 
will be in the Caf6, which will 
offer a full selection of meals, 
and in the Lobby Lounge, with 
12 types of coffee and five kinds 
of tea, dairy dishes and delec- 
table desserts — and a special 
menu for dieters. 

.THE NEW SHERATON in 
Jerusalem will put plenty of 
emphasis on conferences. Plan- 
ned services include 


simultaneous translation, ex- 
ecutive secretary and Telex 
facilities, and a versatile ban- 
quet hall that can serve up to 
460 persona at a sit-down meal 
or 700 at a buffet, and can be 
divided into smaller roonu ai 
necessary. 

When they're not conferring, 
working or touring, the guesti 
can take advantage of the fully 
equipped health club for a swim 
in the indoor pool, a steam bath 
or a massage. 

WITH ALL THE FACILITIES, 
the most Important emphasis 
will be on service. General 
manager Phil Navon has 
already begun interviewing 
students to staff his hotel, 
following the Tel Aviv 
Sheraton's oxample and 
recruiting bright and Intelligent 
young people to be trained at 
the hotel Itself. 

The Sheraton personality 
should be evident everywhere 
— expect at the reception desk. 
And that's because there won't 
be one. Guests will be greeted in 
the lobby by hosts and hostesses 
who will escort them to their 
rooms, and take care of the 
chec king-ln details personally. 

Hotel officials are confident 
-that thl a kind of speoial atten* 
’ tion is the best advertising 
hotel can have. But they'll also 
rely on the Sheraton’s world’, 
wide network of promotion w 
get their message across. 

As Wendy Geri, director of 
public relations, put It, the m®*' 
sage Is simply that Jerusalem 
"Is not just the spiritual centre 
of the world. It’s also a city 
which people can have an en* 
joyqble experience, a clMj»° 
resort." And, she said, 
going, to make sure that'i 
what they do." u 

Arye Wolma* 
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REMEMBER the description of 
a sabra? Prickly on the outside, 
but sweet on the inside? Now, 
substitute "warm and out- 
going" for the thornier side of 
our native-born Israelis, and 
you have the "Sheraton Touch" 
in a nutshell. 

In a major policy move that 
Tel Aviv Sheraton management 
calls "revolutionary" and 
guests, "fantastic," the hotel 
has absorbed hundreds of un- 
iversity students Into Its ranks. 
Ih fact, 70 per cent of the 360 
persons employed at the hotel 
are registered at institutions of 
higher education. 

The tourist staying at the 
Sheraton on Rehov Hayarkon 
may accordingly be greeted by 
a bellboy who is a political 
science major and served in the 
Grill Room by a building 
engineering student, or in his 
room by a waiter studying 
geography. And at all times he 
will be looked after by a 
management that believes that 
remembering the guest's name 
is as Important as an Im- 
maculately clean room. 

Add to this belief a three- 
year-old policy that enables the 
best and brightest of the 
student-employees to attain 
managerial positions — 
sometimes even while still un- 
dergraduates — and you have a 
unique concept in hotel work. 

"WANTED," a Sheraton 
recruiting poster at Tel Aviv 
University reads, “people who 
are: intelligent, attractive, 
bright, motivated, and can 
speak English, for full or part- 
time work with flexible hours." 

The students reward? Well, 
besides a salary considerably 
more generous than Hlstadrut 
student rates: "a job you can 
grow with, work with a team 
you can be proud of, excellent 
working conditions, and unique 
training techniques." 

Seated in the employees’ din- 
ing room, where personnel 
from chambermaids to 
Sheraton General Manager 
Harold Rlchman take their 
meals, student hoteliers say the 
poster wasn't lying. 

"This 1 b really a great place 
to work," says Haim, a waiter, 
who studies engineering. "It’s 
the team-work behind the. 
scenes that makes It so. For ex- 
ample, we organize Friday 
night sing-alongs in the Kum- 
Kum Room that are a direct 
result of college-student team 
spirit." 

Explains food and beverage 
director Yair Flamm: "Our 
students get the motivation and 
encouragement to bring up new 
Ideas Important for the hotel." 

Adds personable personnel 
director Susan Bloch: 
"Anybody here can com- 
municate with anyone, 
anytime, and anywhere, about 
anything." ... 

It is thls_f'rce— access to 
managerial echelons, and en- 
couragement to sound off about 
improving hotel service that 
has resulted in an addition to 
the Sheraton's liquid assets In 
the shape of a totally original 
line of summer cocktails, 
developed by former yeshiva 
student Jake Lleberman. 

And frequent managerial- 
worker contact has also 
brought about a number of 
phenomenally rapid aareer ad-' 
vancements. 

Take Ze’ev Koc liman, for ex- 
ample. Newly appointed to the 



THE SIIIJU10YS SECRET 

More than 200 of the Tel Aviv Sheraton's 360 employees are enrolled at institutions 
of higher learning. That's the result of the hotel's unique personnel policy, which seeks 
out student staffers and offers them 'a job you can grow with/ writes JEFFREY HELLER. 



(Top) Lunch at the Tel Aviv Sheraton employees dining room. (Above, from left) Ze’ev Kochman, the Jerusalem personnel manager; bar cap- 
tain Virmi Marom, who has a degree in mechanical engineering; duty manager Nava Schaeffer, a BA In biology: lounge hostess Vaffa Ravlv. 


King Solomon Sheraton In 
Jerusalem, Ze’ev will serve as 
the hotel’s personnel manager 
when the hotel opens for 
business this January. Three 
years ago, he began work at the 
Tel Aviv Sheraton as a student- 
waiter. 

Or Alon Ben-Ourlon, grand- 
son of Israel's first prime 
minister. Alon started out In the 
Sheraton's Grill Room. Now in 
the U.S., studying hotel ad- 
ministration at Cornell Univer- 
sity, he will return to the 
Sheraton here in a managerial 
position when he graduates. 

• 'EXCELLENT working con- 
ditions," says the poster. 
Besides free meals, transporta- 
tion, shoes (for waiters), a 50 
per cent discount at Sheratons 
world-wide, students oan also 
set up their own work schedules 
In accordance with their univer- 
sity timetable. 

"And," says Blooh, "we're 
very lenient about time off at 
exams. It's a worthwhile invest- 
ment for ub In terms of time and 
energy. After all, we have to 
keep out students happy, 
because when you’re unhappy 
at work, you're not worth 


anything to your employer." 
Part of this "keeping the 
worker happy" policy Is 
reflected in making sure that 
praise from a guest is passed on 
to an employee. 

"I have to turn away literally 
hundreds of students, who app- 
ly for work here each year," 
she say 8. "It's preferable to 
wait, even weeks, for the right 
person for a specific job." 

A psychologist, Bloch says 
she has hit upon the right Inter- 
view question that separates 
"beautiful Sheraton people" 
from those who probably won't 
conform to the hotel's special 
working atmosphere. 

"The first thing I do Is ask 
applicants how would they feel 
about starting work here as a 
waiter," she explains. "If they 
turn up their nose — they're 
out. 

"After all," Bloch adds, eoho- 
ing a theme common to 
Sheraton personnel, "We all 
work hard here; service is not 
something to look down on." 

"UNIQUE training oppor- 
tunities,” the poster promises. 

On a day-to-day level, new 
student-employees are given a 


work manual, written in 
English, laying out their job, 
step by step. Walters, for exam- 
ple, must memorize colour 
photographs of each dish serv- 
ed by their kitchen, so they can 
Immediately notice If the chef 
has left any side-diBh off the 
plate. 

But, more importantly, the 
Sheraton distributes grants to 
student-employees who pursue 
hotel-related subjects. In a 
broad sense, this means that ac- 
counting, business administra- 
tion, and economics students — 
as well as those seeking a 
degree in hotel management — 
are eligible for a hotel stipend. 

As a direct result of the entire 
training programme, says 
Bloch, half of all student 
employees have Btayed on at 
the hotel In managerial jobB 
after graduating from universi- 
ty. 

ONE OF THE most eloquent 
spokesmen for the student 
programme Is food and 
beverage manager Flamm, 
who says he first opposed the 
plan/ worried that non- 
professionals would give the 
Sheraton a bad name. 


"But. now I'm crazy about 
the students. Proof of this Is 
that only 30 out of the 180 per- 
sons in my department are 
professionals." 

What brought about his 
change of heart? 

"For one thing, it is easier to 
teach students the business. - 
They want to know the 'why' of 
things — and the moment they 
get an answer, they produce 
better results. 

"Secondly, they apeak good 
English and can talk to guests 
about any subject In the world. 

"Finally, the students’ 
presence has raised the level of 
performance of other workers 
In the department who did not 
have the benefit of higher 
education. 

“In short. It doesn't matter 
that the students are not 
professionals per Be. After all, it 
doesn't matter If you make a 
mistake,. as long as you make it 
with a smile on your face." 

In the words of personnel 
director Bloch: 

"We teach our students class. 
As our recruiting poster says, 
'All you need Is die Sheraton 
Touch, and we give it to you.' " 



POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 


PAGE HI 


{ I’.rtic-I liilhx 








Our Best Wishes to 
Sheraton Hotels in Israel 




A. B. Printing Press 
Albany (Reshef) Travel Ltd. 

A lei Zahav — Sheraton flowers, house plants 
Alitalia 

Argal Services — Suppliers to hotels and restaurants 
As Sausages 

Asher and Yoskovitz — Fruit and Veg, 

Askelon Wines — Carmei Zion Ltd. 

Ava Coffee 

Aviram S. Bee Keeper Honey Supplier 
Ayalon Water Conditioning Co. Ltd. 

Beeper Ltd., Beeper Services 
Beit-Halachmi Ltd. — Ornamental articles 
Belmar Tours Ltd. 

Ing. D. Ben-Ezer and Co. — Consulting Engineers 
Airconditioning and Lifts 

Bilu — Manufacturers of Chocolatos and Sweets Ltd. 
A. Brand 

Briner G. and Sons, Engraving and Stamps 
British Airways 
Buckler industries Ltd. 

Carmel 

Carmel Carpets 
Channel 1 
Citco Ltd. 

Cohen Printing 

Danish Interiors Israel Ltd. 

Dannie’s Tours Ltd. 

Diesenhaus Ltd., Tours and Travel 
Eden Tours and Travel Ltd. 

Ekto Chemicals for Cleaning 

Eran Tours 

Eshkar Duty Free 

Etun Fabrics 

Foreign — Sharonit 

Frank Meisler (Old Jaffa) 

Gabi and Ester Hairdressing and Beauty Parlour 
Gama International Travel Services (1977) Ltd, 

Gat — Givat Haim 

General Agency of the Scottish Trading Co. (1964) Ltd. 
Globe Travel Service Ltd. 

Gil Goidfine — Advertising and Promotion 
Gornitzky and Co. 

Hertz Rent-A-Car Ltd. 

Histour Travel and Tourism Co. 

Hogla Ltd. 

Hotel Systems and Supplies (T-A 1976) Ltd. 

Wall Coverings from General Tire Plastics 
International Co . U.S.A 

Hobart Kitchen Equipment from Uri Asher, U.S.A. 

Glassware from Owens Illinois Libbeys, U.S.A. 

Thermo-flasks from Helios KG Bulle and Co.. Germany 
Vurcan and Koldraft from Thermokor, Israel 
Plastic Packs etc. from The Vollrath Co.. U.S.A. 

Porcelain from Bauscher, Germany 
Mobiles and Heating Equipment from Crescent Metal 
Products. U.S.A. 

Cleaning Equipment from Shaked Shalom (Clarke). U.S.A. 

Beds and Mattresses from Mefi. Israel 

Shelving from Metropolitan Wire Goods Corp., U.S.A. 

Kitchen Fittings from Niiosta. Israol 
Microwave Ovens from Litton Microwave Co.. U.S.A 
Rofrigoration Cabinets from Telkor. Israel 
Postmaster Plugins from International Food 
Equipments, U.S.A. 

Cutlery and Hollowaro from WM F.. Germany 
Copporware from Spring Ltd. Switzerland 
From Office and Housekeeping Equipment 
from Whitney Duplicating. U.S.A. 

Miriibars from Electrolux, Germany 
Televisions from Gil Electronics. Israel 
Baggage Equipment from Magliue. U SA. 


Towelling etc from Arad Textiles. Israel 
Martex Bed Linen ex-Home Store. 

Dining Room Carts Externo. U.S.A. 

Special Table-Top Service, ex- Rosenthal. Germany 

Idan Typewriter and Computer Service and Sales 

Intertours Ltd. 

Isaac Diskinn Ltd.. Importers and Distributors 
Isratours Jerusalem Ltd. 

A. Kapon & Co. Ltd. 

I. Kashtan — Electronic equipment 

B. Kaufman — Meat Supplier 
Kav Wekuda Ltd. 

Kedem Chemicals. Manufacturing and Industrial 
Application Ltd. 

A. Kivko — Plastic bags 
Kley Zemer Ltd. 

Kopel Tours Ltd. 

Lechem Chai Bakery 
Lili Laundry 

Mabat Kol — Audio-visual Communications 
Mafil Ltd. 

Malchi's Travel 

Meditrad Ltd., American Express representative 
IN/lelia Travel Organization 
Merkaz Ha'avas 
Molett Paper Mills Ltd. 

Naaman Ltd. Porcelainware and Refractories 
Natan Zvi and Co. Ltd. Importers and Wholesalers 
of liquors, beer and tinfood 
NCR f.E. Mittwoch and Sons Ltd. 

New lltit Fish Co. 

Niba Fashion Ltd., manufacturers 

and exporters of Indies' and men’s fnshiun wpnr 
Noam Unm — Israel Bedding Industry 
Offer Shoes 
Ophir Tours Israel 
Palex Tours 

Peltours Ltd., Travel and Tourism 
Printing & Advertising Services 
Radad Ltd. 

Rosenfeld — Massafi Ltd. 

Sara Rohald (Bilu Marketing) Ltd. 

Shachar Chemicals 
Shalom Tours (Israel) Ltd. 

Shemed — Pesticide Services 
Shenkler — Food Supplier 
Signal — Electronic Services 

Society for Tea Trade — W. Wissotsky and Co. (Israel) Ltd 
Standard Textile Development Co. 

H. Stern Jewellers 

Strauss, cheese and icecream distributors 
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Women in quest of change 


"A WOMAN without a man is like 
a fish without a bicycle,” says one 
feminist slogan. However, in a 
culture such as ours, which condi- 
tions women to be dependent — 
mentally and physically — on men, 
it is in fact very difficult for women 
to function independently and 
regard themselves as complete 
human beings. 

The need to cope with problems 
which many women have to deal 
with at one time or another — gave 
birth to Zena U'rena (Come Out and 
See), Tel Aviv’s women’s club, 
almost a year ago. 

Zena U'rena has a double 
significance. The first is ironic. A 
traditional book for women was 
published in Yiddish in the 15th 
century under the same title. While 
the ancient book, the founders say, 
was a tool for women's oppression, 
being the only thing they were al- 
lowed to read, the club stands for 
women's liberation and gaining 
their rightful place in society. The 
name's other meaning is direct: 
come out and see, things don't have 
to be this way. Things can change. 

The club, located in an old apart- 
ment on Rehov Maze 14, looks 
quite ordinary at first. Small groups 
sit conversing quietly — or arguing 
loudly — over cups of coffee. Then 
it hits you; there are only women 
here. No man is allowed inside. 

The club occupies a large, Arab- 
slyle apartment and consists of a 
bookstore of feminist literature, fic- 
tion and posters, open every 
afternoon except Friday, and a cafe, 
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open every evening but Friday. 
Here women can register for a 
number of courses and workshops, 
including support workshops lor 
women in the process of divorce, 
for mothers of infants and young 
children, for women who live alone, 
for self-defence, for household 
repairs. 

Once a week the club holds a 
"Women's Parliament’': free discus- 
sion following a guest speaker's 
presentation of a relevant topic. It 
also hoslB social evenings, called 
(what else?) “A fish without a 
bicycle.'’ 

The club’s organizers provide 
women with services that were 
previously practically unheard of in 
Israel. Most women grow up com- 
pletely ignorant of even the smallest 
household repair detail, and feel 
completely helpless if caught in a 
power-failure, for instance. The 
household repair course leaches 
them the basics of fixing electricity 
breakdowns, using an electric drill, 
installation jobs, and others. 

Harassment on the street, es- 
pecially after dark, is a problem 
shared by every woman who ever 
walked alone. 

This problem is even more rele- 
vant today, due to the Tel Aviv 
municipality’s decision to cut down 
the city’s lighting at night. Large 
parts of Tel Aviv have been plunged 


into complete darkness after 2 a.m. 
Municipal officials joke about 
women's concern. "It will be safer 
for women with less light, because 
the robbers and rapists will be afraid’ 
to venture out of doors!" was the 
answer given by one official at city 
hall. 

Zena U'rena' s self defence course, 
taught by a qualified karate instruc- 
tor, consists of three months’ inten- 
sive training of basic kicks and 
punches, extrication from various 
holds and using available objects as 
weapons. Physical fitness is recom- 
mended even if you never find 
yourself in direct violent confronta- 
tion: a physically fit woman walks 
with more confidence and radiates 
strength, rather than fear. Besides, 
she has a much better chance of 
making a run for safety if faced with 
danger. 

Significant changes have been oc- 
curing in the Israeli woman's world 
during the past two years, observes 
Dvorn Friedman, manager of one of 
the country's feminist clubs. Two 
battered -wives' shelters have been 
opened, a centre for helping rape 
victims has been pul up. and ihrcc 
feminist clubs have opened. "At last 
our activity is turning into external 
Tacts, at least (here are visible 
result s." she says. 

Other activities starting this month 
and next include courses on “Asser- 
tiveness training.” on “the image of 
women in advertising." and a health 
self-help clinic. Due to start in 
January is a consultancy service 
providing legal, vocational and psy- 
chological advice. 



A feminist demonstration some vears ago < Israel Sum 


Naturally, not everyone views the 
women's progress with favour. 
Although the club emphasizes self- 
help and self-improvement, it seems 
to constitute a direct threat to cer- 
tnin men. “They should force them 
to close down that place. Don't 
those women have anything better 
to do? Why aren’t they at home 
looking after their children?” mut- 
tered the taxi driver who took me to 
(he dub. 

“They must be lesbians. Why else 
would they want to spend time with 
one another?” 

And a young, bright, promising 
banker told me earnestly: “No mat- 
ter how independent, a woman still 
needs a strong, guiding (male) hand. 
Otherwise she just wouldn't be hap- 
py-” 

The women disagree. The club’s 
organizers little expected the wide 


variety of ages and backgrounds of 
the women who showed up for the 
activities, or merely to chat in the 
caft. 

This shows the need for the type 
of gathering offered by the club, 
with u service which is long over- 
due, according to the organizers. 
Most women's lives are devoted to 
others — from the boss at work to 
the husband and children at home, 
and they need time off to relax and 
talk about their own problems. 

“It’s the only time I have for 
myself,” said one thiny-five-ish 
woman and mother of three, in the 
cafi. “When I walk in here, I feel 
free, as though all my troubles are 
left fur behind. I feel support and 
wurmih, no one demands anything 
of me. At home I never have one se- 
cond to myself. After an hour here, 
I am stronger and feel able to face 
the outside world again." 


The game’s the thing 


In one respect Israelis have never 
had it so good — never has the spor- 
ting scene looked so attractive. This 
applies to all sports. What is more, 
not only are Israeli international 
teams doing better than ever before, 
but, even more important, more and 
more Israelis of average and less 
than average ability are par- 
ticipating in Some form of athletic 
activity. 

Despite the phenomenal rise in 
popularity of basketball during the 
last decade, soccer is still the game 
that ranks first in public esteem in 
Israel, as it does in almost every 
country in the world. The national 
squad, under the guidance of 
English coach Jack Mansell and the 
inspiring captaincy of Gideon 
Damti, has done better than any 
Israeli side since Mordechai 
Spiegler led a team that got to the 
World Cup finals in Mexico in 1970. 
And that team got through by play- 
ing sides in an Asian zone, not a 
European one. The present team, 
with draws against sides of the 
calibre of Sweden and Northern 
Ireland, has surpasSgsLall expecta- 
tions. 

It is true that the team's prospects 
of winning a place in the final ahead 
of Scotland and Portugal are con- 
sidered slight by the pundits, but, as 
Mansell repeatedly points out in his 
solid, reassuring way, no game is 
lost until the final whistle sounds. 
Every soocer fan in Israel is 
cherishing hope against hope, and is 
mumbling prayers, in anticipation 
of the next game, against Portugal 
in Lisbon, on December 17. 

An indication of how much 
Israeli soccer has improved is the 
fact that three Israelis are now play- 
ing for English first division sides — 
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one for Liverpool, the greatest team 
in the world — and one for a French 
first division side. Despite the 
absence of these four, a national 
team recently beat Munchen Glad- 
bach, the very good German side, in 
a friendly match in Israel. This was 
an indication, as Jack Mansell 
pointed gleefully, that our soccer 
strength is not confined to a few 
outstanding players, but has depth 
to it. Indeed, many of the new stars 
in the National League are still in 
their teens. 

The same rise among the youth 
can be seen in basketball. The boom 
in this sport began after Tal Brodie 
came from the U.S. to settle in 
Israel, bringing not only his genius 
as a player, but also his inspiration, 
imagination and drive to fire the 
youth of Israel. His example of 
coming on allya has been followed 
,t>y several American players of 
great talent. In the clubs, these im- 
migrants and other Israelis are sup- 
ported by first-class black American 
players, here on a temporary con- 
tract basis. 

Th'e Americans, both the im- 
migrants and the contract players, 
have proved to be a great stimulus 
to Israelis to play better, harder and 
with more self-confidence, more 
will to win. Several sabras are play- 
ing on level terms with the 
Americans. In recent yean, the flow 
of immigrant American basketball 
players has stopped, but the 
future still looks bright, because of 
the number of native-born Israelis 
who are making it to the top. 


Tennis was revolutionized by the 
creation of the Israel Tennis Centre 
in Ramat Hasharon by Dr. Ian 
Fro man, at one time captain of the 
Davis Cup team. This has been fol- 
lowed by the setting up of satellite 
centres in other towns. 

Through these centres, hundreds 
of young players have learned the 
game, and have gone on to become 
class players. 

What is perhaps even more pleas- 
ing about tennis than the success of 
the young is the fact that so many of 
(heir daddies and mummies are also 
disporting themselves on the green 
— i.c. the artificial surfaces . of 
courts that have sprung up in com- 
parative abundance, all over the 
country, although there are still not 
enough of them. Admittedly, these 
oldsters could hardly snatch a point 
from their offspring, but the main 
thing is that they are out there, try- 
ing. 

Israel’s natural resources of sea, 
lake and sun have stimulated the 
rapid development of several water 
sports, such as yachting, surfing 
and surf-riding as well as com- 
petitive swimming. In all these 
sports Israel has produced cham- 
pions of world class, and in these 
too the extent of general participa- 
tion has soared. 

Jewish Immigrants to Israel, 
sociologist Dr. Henry Sonnabend 
once observed, carry their cultural 
knowledge from the lands of their 
adoption in their baggage when they 
arrive at the homeland of their 
dreams. Although determined to 
merge into Israel and to adopt its 
ways, they cling obstinately to 
habits that made up for them the 
quality of life in the lands they have 
left behind them. One of the impor- 



And cricket too 

lant items carried in this cultural 
baggage is sport. 

Some sports, such as soccer, 
basketball, swimming, tennis and 
track and field are universal and are 
held in high esteem by native-born 
Israelis and immigrants alike. 
Others are well known in countries 
which were settled by the British, 
but are strange to most Israelis. 
These “alien" sports include 
cricket, rugby, bowls, field hockey, 
golf and squash. All the sports men- 
tioned have been introduced into 
Israel by determined immigrants 
from the so-called "Anglo-Saxon" 
countries: after they endured many 
vicissitudes, the games enumerated 
can all be said to be firmly rooted 
here. In addition, the Americans 
have managed to get softball — not 
basketball — going. 

The problem with all these odd- 
ball sports is the lack of grounds and 
equipment. In a country where 
there are few wide open green areas 
available for sportsmen, priority is 
given to the universal sports, like 
soccer. Nevertheless, the “Anglo- 
Saxon” enthusiasts have managed 
to find somewhere to play, and have 
got together adequate equipment, 


w'ilh the help of friends overseas. 
Kibbutz Yizre’el, on the slopes of 
Mount Gilboa, built a cricket and 
rugby ground for its Anglo-Saxon 
settlers that was described by Sir 
Basil d’Oliviera, the English* inter- 
national cricketer, in the most glow- 
ing language. He commented: "The 
rural scene made me think for a mo- 
ment that I was back in Worcester.” 

Track and field, gymnastics, box- 
ing. wrestling, handball and vol- 
leyball all profilted immensely from 
the influx of Russian immigrants. It 
was unfortunate the that Jimmy 
Carter's boycott prevented them 
from showing their mettle in the 
Moscow Olympics, although ob- 
viously it was very doubtful whether 
any Israeli would have won any 
medals. Still, they had hope. 

There is certainly a feeling among 
many Israelis interested in sport 
that any day now we are going to 
land the big fish, a major inter- 
national title. But, apart from this, 
the real change in Israeli sport is 
that so many thousands of Israelis 
are out thyre in the noonday sun, or 
under artificial lights at night', ap- 
plying muscles and brains in unac- 
customed exercise. 
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By HELEN ROSSI 

Hnnnukkn gifts from The 
Jerusalem Post Toy Fund wero all 
out on time, and the "Forsake me 
not" drive has already ensured 
home-heuting for (he elderly and in- 
firm and just in time for the violent 
winter storm that hit us at the end of 

THG JERUSALEM ]“ S * _ WC ®^’ ^OW 

‘n^k^C'T 1 both funds huve to 
* puv all their bills. 
The Toy Fund 
has Christmas 
shopping to do, and 
wc must also buy 
the 300 Bat and Bar 
Mitzvnh watches 
requested this year 
(prices have more 
than doubled), for 
youngsters, who have nobody to 
give them this gift. And it also must 
lake cure of the teenagers who have 
spent all of their lives with foster 
families und now need some help to 
gel started in the world. Our Special 
Tops Fund (still a small quantity 
left) will be used for this project. 

More than 30 towns and local 
councils around the country already 
have their cheques from the “For- 
sake Me Not", fund, to keep ser- 
vices going to the elderly and in- 
firm. The Homemaker's service will 
continue and the meals on wheels 
programme has been saved and 
enlarged. 

The government restored part of 
the cut on this project after all of 
the nub I icily the "Forsake Me Not" 
fund gave to the problem. 

Contributions that came in last 
week hroughl The Jerusalem Post 
Toy Fund total so far to 
IS2IO.4g3.92. Contributions to 
"Forsake Me Not" now stand at 
IS784, 109.70. Much more is needed 
for both funds. 

Donations should be sent to The 
Jerusalem Post, P.D.B. 81, 
Jerusalem 91000, Israel. Mail has 


Time comes to pay the bills 


slowed up again at both ends, so be 
putient if you d6 not see your names 
listed. Please use separate cheques 
for each fund. 

Donors of last week include: 

SI. -*30 All |o«t wishes from ihe Sarah 
Horottiiz Memorial Fund, care or The 
Bank Leumi Le- Israel Trust Company. 
Lid.. (Ksh donation). 

5 M0 All food wishes From ihe Menashe-Rae 
Baron Fund tare of The Bunk Leumi Le- 
Israel Trull Company. Hd.. (fini dona- 
lion). 

122-1.08 All good vsishei from ihe Andy 
Oefrjnco Memorial Fund care of The 
Bank Leumi Le-lsrael Trust Company, 
Ltd., (first contribution). 

5224 All good wishes from ihe A.J.S. Fund 
care or The Bank Leumi Le-lsrael Trail 
Company. Lid.. (Bar Milivah donation). 
5205 — David and Shelley Kopfowilz (525), 
Rudy's Fishing Tackle Repair Shop (525), 
Eleanor Dc KofT(S25). Benjamin BeckholT 
(S25). Ales Friedland (525). Harry Licbcr 
(S25), Alexander's Men's Shop (525). 
Workman's Circle Br. 95(510). Paramount 


“FORSAKE IDE NOT” 


SJ00 Rose Kaplan. Brooklyn. N.Y. 

$250 Pn memory of father, M.H. Kersen — 
Mr. und Mrs. Donald Hecht, Upper Saddle 
River. N J. 

5150 In memory of Nola E. Kimes. 

DM I DO In remembrance or our dear parents. 
Sic fa and Mat Horowicz. who both did not 
reach old age — Jonah and Bcnno 
liorouicz. Tel Aviv. 

SIOO In memory or our dear porenti — Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Neiblum, Tucson, Arizona. 

JSfrOO fcrna (ireenbaum, Melbourne, 
Australia. 

IS500 Anonymous. Hcrzliya-Kluah. M.K.. 
Jerusalem. 

550 Anonymous. Belmont. Mass. Peninsula 
Sinai Religious School. Foster City, Ca. 

LSJUO Zippora Gcrler, Seattle. U.S.A. 
Shoshunaand Pin has Pansier. Pctnh Tikva. 

$3fi In honour of my parents, Benjamin and 
Sophie Kunofsky — Sieve Kannfsky, Tel 
Aviv. In loving memory of our late beloved 
k'ouiinv ll/chttk Yellin and Rcuven Ydlin 
of Ramel dun — Jack and Jcunneiie Bath. 
Miumi Beech. Florida In memory of our 
pureniv Eltnu and Esther Bravcrmen. 
David und Sarah Goldstein — Harry and 
Goldjc Levine, Waukegan. III. In loving 
memory or parents. Hannah and Victor 
Tofilowsky Marsha und Martin Sherman, 
Colls Neck. N.J. 
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Shop. Inc. (Slot. Morris Shihar (S10). 
George und Caroline Surkus (510) — oil 
from Perth Anitun. NJ. 

5201 From the students of the Religious 
School und the members of Ihe Vuv Clou of 
Temple Emanuel. Newton Centre. MA. 

SISO In luumur or our children. Hurry Isaac, 
Randi Joy. More Jason. Beth Sonh. Scou 
Jared. Rom Bren und Melissa Lvnn — Mr. 
and Mrs. Alien L. Rolhenberg. 
Philndelphiu. PA. 

SI 1.1 Elmont Jewish Center. Elmonl. NY (3rd 
conirihuuun). 

5100 in honour of Diane's birthday — Dr. 
Bertram and Mrs. Lucille Levin. Chicago. 
IL. In honour of our grandchildren. Mike 
and Snrit Bcnhuim. Moshuv Ginoaton — 
Edith und Sum Weener. Murfaleheiid. MA. 
In honour of the devoted employees of 
Huna (Oil Exploration (Investment!). Lid.. 
und Israel National Oil Co.), who with 
God's help, this year will discover signifi- 
cant oil und gas. 

S75 Students or the Yiiinch Academy. Pater- 
son. NJ. 

£.15 Mr. und Mrs. J.P. Axelrod. Leicester. 

■ England. 

IS500 David Dov und his friends - ull of 
Jerusalem — run their third Hanukka 
purty. A. Runs; Ilyin und Joe Bushoikin. 
Jerusalem. 

554 Three times ll.ii fur Karen. Ilunoch and 
Ellen — IJonuld and Shirley Oppcnhcim. 
Skokie. IL. Three times Ifni in the njme of 
nur 'three children — Lore und Hurry 
llnuer. I uwrcncc. NY. 

ISM) in honour of the birthday of Zvi Kcssei, 
Miami. FT. — Pushkur. Huifu. 

550 I n mentury of our dour purenls — Mr. and 
Mrs. H. Neiblum. Tuscun. AZ. 
Anonymous, Belmont. MA. Peninsula Sinai 
Religious School. Foster City. CA. Mr. and 
Mr*. Benjamin Millstcin. Miami Beach. 
FL. In memory of our brother and unde 
Heinz An%haehcr. killed by the Nazis age 
I fr. long before he could have children of 
his own — Manfred. Judith. Deborah and 
Joel Austin. Bergen field. NJ. 

IS350 In memory uf Rose Cmnliich. and for 
Merhas nnd Eran — Dov and Sim 
Gonhich. Nuhunya 

15300 Tiffany Dag an. 

536 In memory of our mother. Selma Lorich 
— Kcnne und Henry Lorsch. Hume wood. 
IL In memory of Elly Gross nnd her impor- 
tant contributions to Hebrew lettering — 
Lilt ami Efraim. New York. In honour of 
the Fctdshu family of Kfar Blum — from 
the Kopelow in family, Lawrence, NY. 
Simms- and Hnrvey Shaul, Toronto. 
Canada Jav Sheldon and Diane F. 
Goldsmith. New York. NY. 

$32 From the Budowsky children — Kenneth. 
Joyce and Robert. Miami. FL. 

£15 Addie and David Rume. Liverpool. 
England. 

1S2J0 In honour of our beloved Aunt. Bertha 
Worthing. London, age 92. on the occasion 
of her gelling an award of additional stripes 
for 39 years of voluntary work for the ser- 
vice! — Mirjatn and Chaim Werlheim. 
Beer Tuviu. 

IS240 Lei the children be happy! — 
Anonymous. Tel Aviv. 

IS200 Mrs. Mary Segal. Netanya, in tribute to 
the memory of Mayer Jacob (Pineus) Bur- 
El. who fell in the Yom Kippur war. Mr. 
and Mrs. I. Kwiiz, Rimon. Saadya Max- 
imon. Mlgdal HoEmek. 

$26 tn memory or Jacob and Ida Lurie, first 
stockholders of The Palestine Post, and 
their son and our brother Ted. who gave his 
lire to The Post — Frances and David 
Lurie, Hillandsle, FL. 

ISI80 in honour of our 5 grandchildren — 
D.E.R. and in memory of Hildehen Rosen- 


hluu — A.F RiKrnhlmi Web Wnrhurs. 
525 In honour or the forthcoming marriage of 
Debby A. RIFkin and Butty Rosen — Mr. 
and Mrs- Maurice RifVin. Miami Beach. 
FL. In meirnm of my sister. Mrs. Funny 
Ehrlich — Ted und Irene Straus. Silver 
Spring. MD. In memory of our parenls — 
Kurt ami Ora Weiier, Haifa. DunieL Naomi 
and Micoh Robinson. Glen Ellyn. IL. In 
honour uf our daughter and son. liana S. 
Levine, un attorney residing in Jerusalem. 
Kenneth L. Levine* un attorney residing in 
Chicago, in memory of our parents. Eliuu 
and Esther Bruvermun und David and 
Sarah Goldstein — Harry und Goldyc 
Levine. Waukegun. IL. Jonuthun Harris, 
liana Kudushevich. Jordan Lupin. Sara 
Shostak. Steven Gruner. Robin Hurris. 
Beth Luicrman. Dussi und Tiki Weinstein. 
David Booth. Jennifer Kessler. Shannon 
Leudcr. Karen Levy, Bryan Lulermun. Lisa 
Mcyerowilz. Dcbru Nelson. Shuna Nelson. 
Murk Pelzner. Danny Shorago, Jennifer 
Tuhuk. Lurry Burusch. Jeff Brodle. Rachel 
Elson. Michelle Hurris. Joanna Nuhoum. 
Simone Olsberg. Hal Peurlmunz Steven 
Smiloviu. David Sockol. Cindy Tolchin. 
Shiru. Jenny und Auron Krause, ull from 
the Peninsula Sinai Congregation. Foster 
City. CA. Morton und Zcldu Armour. 
Milwaukee. Wf. Anonymous. Chicugo. IL. 
Emunucl Siegel und Fumily. Chicugo. IL. 
Anonymous, Bondi Junction. New South 
Wales. Itymun und Mollic Berkcnvitz. Ken- 
neth C. Judd. Silver Spring. MD. Donald 
und Somlru Butvinlck, Highland Purk, NJ. 
In memory or my sister w ho died Dec. 1979. 
Gilu Kuntk. Tel Av|v — Mrs. Paul Dolinko. 
West Orange. NJ. John Brock Is. Essex. 
England. A.B. Levine. Pluinfield. NJ. Clare 
J. Kagel. New York City. 

524 Nutulie. Rubert und Samuel Shcinbein. 
Wheaton. MD. 

1X350 Mr. J. Slurhoafd. Amsterdam. Holland. 
£10 In honour of our granddaughter Louise 
Sarah Cantor — Vivienne and Sydney 
Bluck. I cedi. England. 

ISI55 Anonymous. Netanya. 

IS 1 50 This donation is made on behuir of one 
of our lecturers who would not uccept a 
payment on behalf or his “services" but 
who wishes to re mu in anonymous — Young 
English Speaking Singles. Rlshon Le Zion. 
N.N.. Haifa, for my grandchildren Avitul. 
Ronen und Seagull. 

$22 In memory of my beloved son Clive who 
would now be 22 — Dr. A. Cerf-Oeare. 
Baltimore. MD. 

$20 In honour or my sister Petra. Berkeley. 
CA: — David M Szonyi. New- York. Mar- 
vin & Rosabel I Gray und Milton & Shirley 
Gray both of Brookline. MA. and both in 
honour of Mrs. Rose Liberman of Oesher 
liuziv. In honour of Danny. David and 
Debra Denenberg — Dr. Arthur J. Geiger. 
Brooklyn. NY. Phyllis and Alfred 
Schneider. Framingham. MA. Isobel Kauf- 
man. Montreal. Canada. 

15140 Qn behalf of the students at Mahon 
Purdess, Jerusalem. 

$18 Alex. Sara and Danny Fax. Newton Cen- 
tre. MA. Robin and Tony Mitchell. Kew 
Gardens. NY. In honour of Bobir and 
Zeldie Weberman, and our grent-greai- 
uum Rose Shapiro and all our family in 
America — Shalom, Balia Chaya and 
Chava Miriam, Jerusalem. In honour of our 
grandsons Adam. David and Jason Sheer. 
Sharon, MA — Philip and Lenora Oollz, 
Full River. MA. In honour of the 50th wed- 
ding anniversary of Dr. -Aaron and Mrs. 
Agatha Leifer (past president of Mizrachi 
Women's Org.) — Rabbi Daniel. Dr.Myra 
and Ms. Ariel Hanna Leifer. Chicago. IL. 
In honour of Michael John and Amy Ruth 
Rosenfeld, New York. NY. In memory of 


Row W. Rotniun Spero — Joseph Rotmun. 
Urbnnu. IL. Ellen J. Kleinniun, Providence. 

Rl. With gratitude that we are. T.G., uboe 
to share our good fortune — Dr. and Mrs. 
Tcilelbuum. Howard. Mure, Suzanne; Pear] 
und Henry Hofnran. West Hempstead. NY. 
Muximillinn S. und Shay mi M. Beschloss. 
Westbury, NY - In memory or Mrs. Phyllis 
LIcht. Detroit. Ml — Ronald M. Sussmun. 
Kibbutz Gesher Huziv. 

$17 In honour of my 1 5 grandchildren and two 
greai-grandduughters — Celia Alicrmun, 
Anuheim. CA. 

C$18 Mr. und Mrs. Morris Shoom, Willow- 
dale. Cunudu. Mr. und Mrs. Burney 
Burenholtz. Downsview. Canada. 

ISI08 In honour of our grandchildren, Limor. 
Anal. Ronen. Keren. Ophlr and Orli — 
Fried! nnd Gubriel, Netanya. SU times' Hui " 
for our beloved children und grandchildren 
in Holland — H. und F. Meyer. Ru'anunu. 

$15 Mr. and Mrs. M. Nick. Cape Town, South 
Africa. In honour of our children, Keren 
und David — Murk and Esther Lnwner. 
Dayton. OH. Hurold N. Siegel Wulthnm, 
MA. In honour of Rabbi Meir Kahune, a 
true patriot und Ohn- Yisrael — may he be 
set free and allowed to join his fumily 
without deluy — Mr. and Mrs. Dennis 
Gribbilz. Monsey. NY. In honour of Mr. 
und Mrs. I.L. Baruch, the grandparents Sol 
Baruch und Mr. und Mrs. Groner und 
Philip and Danielle, David and Judy, 
Duniel. Mure Eliot and Joel Buchrach — 
from the Buruch Israel Foundation (fifth 
consecutive year). 

IS |0I In honour of the nmrriuge of our son 
Robert to Silvia Cherbukoff und our 
daughter Aniy to Eitun Shapiro — Dolly 
und Bob Rosenberg. Rumul Aviv. 

IS 1 00 In honour of our grandchildren Steven. 
Mark. Jodi. Glen and Tunya — Rose and 
Mux Wuisbrod, Cuesurea. M.G.. Rumul 
Hashuron. In memory of Orete Jacobi — 
H. Jacobi. S.P.. Film. 

ISH0 For the 80lh birthday of Dr. Yitzhak 
Dasberg. ad nie'ah »■'« rim. 

1S77.70 On the occusion of (he arrival of our 
first grandson Yehonulhan Alton Dror und 
Yucl's birthday — Gud und Rilu Alon. 
Jerusalem. 

IS72 In honour of our five grandchildren — 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Goldman. Jvrusulcm. In 
honour of my children. JcfT. Zuck. Judy und 
Jonuthun — Geraldyne R. Weiscr. Rumm 
Aviv. 

DG25 In honour of Mrs. H. Block. Kfur 
Shmuryuhu und her three children, eight 
grandchildren und fourteen great- 
grandchildren tn and abroad — J. 
Hluwk. Sr . A msierdum. 'Holland. 

$10 Rabbi Duvid Stall I. Guv and Fern 
Dubiner. In memory of our beloved hus- 
bund und fulher. Leon Bloch — Edith. Rina 
und Anita Bloch. Louisville. KY. Charlotte 
M. Kulp. New York. In memory of 
Yeshua's birthday and to u great people and 
n great nution — A Gentile Christian: Herb 
Munce. Redford. Mich. In honour of my 
grandson. Moshc Amichui Goutmun's first 
birthday — Mrs. Miriam Ooounan, 
Brookline. MA. Steven M. Sicgclaub, 
Westport. CT. Joel W. Schwanz. Pittsfield, 
MA. From Gentile Christian friends of 
Israel. Canton, OH. Anonymous. R. 
Trachtenberg. New York. NY. Lewis 
Hilton. Ossining, NY. Irving and Shirley 
Cohen. Plainview, NY. Rlchurd Lefkowilz. 
Brooklyn. NY. In memory of our brother 
Al Allwclss — Nelli and Hclgu Allwelss, W. 
Hanford, CT. Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Reed. 
Kansas City, MO. Dovi, Rncheli und 
Haduru Rubinowitz, Newton. MA. With ull 
best wishes to our friends in Israel — Ellen 
and Ragnhild. Copenhagen, Denmark. Er- 
nest and Mary Lewin, Baltimore, MD. 


Among the latest contributors 


IS250 In memory of our molher-ln-law, Beila 
Lax — Mr. and Mrs. Solly Klapisch, 
Savyon. In memory of my mother, Sarah 
Klapisch — Mr. and Mis. Solly Klapisch, 
Savyon. 

IS 1 ,223.59 In honour of Ihe 70th anniver- 
sary of my grandparents. Mr. and Mrs. 
Albert and Jan-Jan Saltiel of Highlnhd 
Purk. N.J. -Craig J. Saltiel. Tel jkviv. 

15200 Esther Rumatl, Tel Aviv. ,Dr. M.M., 
Haifa. This is of hope — Anonymous, Tel 
Aviv. Tamar Ylnon. Linde Olio, Dim. West 
Germany. 

$25 In memory of my husband Isaac Josd 
Kagel, who, alas, did not live to realize his 

f lans for going (o Israel — Clare J. Kagel. 
lew York. In memory of my grandparents 
— Arthur J. Geiger, Brooklyn, N.Y. Shira. 
Jenny and Auron Krause, Jonathan Harris. 
Iluna Khdashevlch. Jennifer Lapin, Sara 
Shostak. Steven Gruner, Robin Harris, 
Beth Lulermun. Dassi and Tiki Weinstein, 
Jennifer Kessler. Shannon Leader, Karen 
Levy. Bryan Luicrman. Lisa Meyerowiiz, 
Debra Nelson, Shana Nolspn, Mark 
Pelzner, Danny Shorago, Jennifer Taluk. 
Larry Barasch, Jeff Brodie, . Michelle 
Harris. Hal Peuriman, David Sockol. Cindy 
Tolchin, Debbie Zelver — all front the 
Peninsula Sind) Congregation,! Foster City, 
Ca. Daniel. Naomi and Micah Robinson, 


Glen Ellyn, Illinois, tn honour or Naomi 
Resnlck — Tova Resnick, New York. 
Anonymous, Chicago, III. Morion and 
Zelda Armour, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. In 
memory of Pearl Rothblott — Max 
Roihbloti. Los Angeles, Calif. Jean Jonak. 
New York. Liverant-Goldberg. 

ISI75 Beatrice and Sydney Rome, Herzliya 
Pit uah. 

DG50 Mr. J. Sturhoord, Amslelveen. Holland. 
520 Anonymous. Jerusalem. Mrs. Samuel' 
Mellllz, Bridgeport, Connecticut. 

$18.18 George. Lily and Duniel Rnmras, 
Phoenix. Arizona. 

£10 In memory of our parenls — Vivienne and 
Sydney Black. Leeds, England. 

$18 In loving memory of my father, Samuel 
Cantor — Irving Cantor, Plantation, 
Florida. Pearl and Henry Hofman, West 
Hempstead. N.Y. In memory or Mrs. Ethel 
Relfler of Detroit, Michigan — Ranald M. 
Sussman. Ypsilnnti. ML Mr. and Mrs. 
Morris’ Shoom, Willowdale, Canada. Mr. 
and Mrs. Barney UarcnhoHz, Downview, 
Cunuda. Ellen J. Klcinman, Providence, 
R.l. Ephraim and Sarah Mania, Phlla., Pa. 
In memory or our son. Robert Rosenthal — 
Mr. and Mrs. Meyer Rosenthal, Chicago, 

In memory of my purenls, Annie and Beryl. 
Morrison, and my aunt Dora and her son ■ 


B rendu, Susan. Jonathan and Leonard 
Greenberg. .Spring Valley. NY. Melvin und 
Naomi Small, Medford. MA In loving 
memory of Grandpa Irving — Sharon, Alan 
and Andrea Lord. Wilmeite. IL. From the 
children of Temple Israel Religious School. 
Valparaiso. IN. Meyer Kuino. Brooklyn! 
NY. In honour of our new granddaughter, 
Curmil Levin. Huifu — Mr. und Mrs’ 
William Levin, Silver Spring. MD. Oxcar 
‘"id Ida Slrumberg. Buffulo, NY. Ira and 
Hilda Smith. W. Newton, MA. Morris and 
Rose Kirse liner. Miumi Beuch. FL. In 
honour of our wonderful parents and 
funiiliex and our friend B.E.D. und 
N.G.T.T.T. to whom we wish u happy hi 
honey Hanukka — love Shelley & Stuart. 
1S50 for Michael, Danny, Yonatan and 
Sharon from Savia Miriam and Saba 
Moshe; Yona and Shalom Weiss; Rlni-and 
Shimon Shalish, Jerusalem. Good luck to 
my children and grandchildren who are 
coming back from the Slates — Lucie 

Mnnheljn.'lirhonour oi my grandchildren! 

Sharoni und Gil Glanez, Rancho Mirage, 
CA. In loving memory of our parents — 
Abe and Leah Isenberg. Timorlm. In 
honour of the Bat Mluvah of Levi Spector 
of Ashkelon — David and Anne Zisenwine, 
Ra'unanu. On behalf of the five Oordon 
grandchildren — J.. Gordon, Ramat Chen. 

1536 Two times Hul in hunour of the --month 
blrthdity of my grandchild A nut Slyper — 
Tova Txuriel. Two times Hui for my two 
sets of grandchildren. Tumi und Tul Giniger 
und Gidi und Michul Rubin — from their 
grandmother. Esther Rubin. 

$5 In the nume of my little grandson, who is ^ 
months old — Auron Jueov Levy. Fremont. 
CA. Benjamin Prince, uge 7 und Joshuu 
Prince, uge 5. Indianapolis. IN. Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Nuvick. Philadelphia, PA. Mr. 
und Mrs. Herman Moses. Worcester. MA. 
Mr. und Mrs. Robert Nelson. Foster City. 
CA. Benjamin Ncwntun. Malden. MA. In 
honour of our grandchildren. Lint. Ltlil and 
Mnrun Lulfl. Jerusalem: and Eyal und 
Keren Avluni, Brooklyn. NY — Mr. and 
Mrs. M. Etiinger. In honour of llene's I8lh 
birthday — Sylvia und Frances Fox. 
Brooklyn. NY. 

£2.50 Erie Frith. Weslbuiy. Wilis . England. 
Deekiu. Ntivol. Alultyn. Kibbutz Hd/oreu 
front Sylviu Nevicx. a regular visitor m her 
fumily in Jerusalem. 

£2 Anonymous. Huilu. 

IS30 In memory of Odcd — the Givnn Fumily. 
Huifu. In hunour of Robin Lori. Michael 
Jny und Murlio Joseph ol Denver. CO. 
Grcut-uunl Daisy l iras. Omu. Dalit and 
Dony Meshuluch: Flint Family. Jerusalem. 
In honour of our grandchildren. Moran. 
Erex. Amir. Oren — Mr. und Mrs. Aryeh 
Goldschmidt. Hod llushuron. 

S-t \tiii\u bill trout Horeiue. NY 

1S21 In memory of our David Levitt who died 
tragically in Capetown — front Ihe family in 
Jerusalem. 

IS2U Kute Wullcnhcrg for her grandchildren 
Tul. Shui. Ben und Gud. Nogu. Yamv und 
Tnnutr Tcifeld, Huifu. We would like to 
wuh our duughler. her husband und child. 
Corn lie. Mixhu und Shi Mulyouich. happy 
Huitukku — Duvid Monchiirsh, Netaityu. 
l ; roin Danny Amirunt. Moimintnude. NJ. 
w ho loves children und in loving memory of 
Esther Scale. Trenton. NJ, who lived to 
mukv children happy. We enjoy con- 
tributing to make children happy — two 
elderly Indies, Huifu Ahli/n. In the nume of 
my good friend Fvn van dcr I loedeti on the 
OLLiisii.n t.r her hirllidity -- Itoslcn dc 
Yung. 

S3 In honour of Dr. Leonard Kruvlu upon his 
appointment ns Fucully Semite President of 
IllJC-JIR/NY. 

ISI8 Ida Cohen, Kiron. 

£1 Front David HafTner of Broil gliroy Purk. 

$2 Mrs. Rose Fagan. Worcester, MA. 


Leo - Louise Hoffman, New York and 
JeruMlem. To greet the arrival of Sharon 
■r.‘'. p . d .? av '! J .’ s , nevv bab F due this month, 
IS1II Mrs. Helen Myenof New York City. 
515 Sterling Jewelers, Wulthum, Mass. In 
honour of our chitdrefi, Keren and David 
— Either and Mark Lawn'er, Dayton, Ohio/' 
In honour of Rabbi Meir Kahane, a true 
patriot und Ohev Ylsratl, may hebc-sct-iiwi- 
and allowed to Join hit family without delay 
— Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Qribetz, Monsey, 
New York. Mr. and Mrs. M.. Nick, 
Capetown, South Africa. In honour of Mr. 
and Mrs. I.L. Barach.Jhe grandparents Sol 
Barach and Mr. and Mrs. Groner and 
Philip and. Danielle, David and Judy, 
Daniel, Marc Eliot and Joel Barach - from 
the Barach Israel Foundation. 

IS 100 Rita Hirsh feld. Syi via Nudelman and 
family; To honour our grandparenti on 
Hanukka, Hannah and Farael Cohen pf 
Brooklyn, N.Y. and Rabbi Ben and Syd 
Morgenslern of Jerusalem — from Mor- 
genstern family, Rehovot: The fondest 
of all birthday wishes goes to aunt Jenny 
Aicher on the occasion of her 100th birth- 
day. till 1 20 — from the Israeli Meshpacha |n 
Holon. In honour bf our five grandchildren 
— Ruth and Yitzhak Ohovsml,' Jerusalem. 

In memory L of my beloved sister — 
Anonymous, Ramat Gan. ln memory of our 
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sister Regina Ryps. ndc Braun. S.P.. Eilat. 
"They will not be forsuken" — Rose and 
Mux Wuisbrod. Cucsureu. In appreciation 
of my uwn good fortune, atnid my children, 
grand und grcul-grundchildrcn Hanna 
. Ben Sljlomo. Rehovot. 

" D025 With my wnrmesl feelings of love arid 

n friendship for the people of Israel — Marie- 
Louise Schelberg, Slttand. Hollund. 

; $10 + !S?2 Arnold Spciser, Falls Church, Va. 

$10 Shirley and Irving Cohen, Plainview, 
J.. N.J. From Gentile Chrlsliena Mends of 

■’ Israel. Canton, Ohio. In memory of our 
beloved mother and grandmother, Dora 

!•"’*’ Anli.i I nnlxvillc. 

Kentucky. It is with Joy that 1 send this 
F* stmtll amount, wishing it could be more —• 
Loretta Anderson, Vallejo, Calf f. 
r ; Anonymous, New York, Nattl and Help 
j Allwelss, West . Hartford, Conn. Mr. and 
ld Mrs. Andrew Reed. Kansas City, Missouri, 
f* In honour of Leo und Toni Dinnay,' who 
11 have not received our letters — ■ Carole and 

. Rlchurd Boron, Highland Park, III. Morr|i 
a and Rose Kirschner, Miami Beach, 
"1 Florida. Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Jackson, Rush 
Center, Kansas. !n memory of our 
• grandparents and dear ones — from Stuart 
! and Snelley Epstein, Lagderhill. Florida. 
n $5 Mr. and Mrs. Robert Nelson, Foster City, 
' y Ca. In the' name of my little grandson,; 7 
T months old — Auron Jakov Levy. Fremont, 
I" Calif. Abraham J. Smith. Detroit, Mich. 
:n Morris Katz, Vienna, Va. . 

n ' IS33 In memory of my son Aryeh Yechlell of 
“ Revivlnt, who fell 33 years ago In defence of 
Ir the Negev — Deborah Flashllg, Haifa. . 

Published, weekly; December J4-20, 1980 


DURING PRIME MINISTER 
Menahem Begin’s recent visit to the 
U.S. one of the major events was 
the celebration of the 30th anniver- 
sary of the founding of the Israel 
Bond programme. 

Anniversaries have a way of 
illuminating history. The Prime 
Minister's presence lent an historic 
dimension to a dinner honouring 
the veteran Jewish leader Jack 
Weiier. It was at the dinner that Mr. 
Begin presented him with the 1980 
Golda Meir Award, and the Bond 
drive reached and exceeded $5b. in 
cash receipts since its inception. 

.' 1 The occasion produced $57. 5m., 
the largest amount' of mondy eVer 
raised by a Jewish organization 
anywhere at a single function. It was 
a signal honour for the dean of 
Jewish fund-raising. 

The SS7.5m. realized al this one 
dinner compares with the $52m. in 
Isrucl Bonds sold in all of 1951, the 
first year of Israel Bonds. 

I recall the beginning of Bonds on 
September 3, 1950, when a group of 
50 American leaders met with the 
leaders of Israel in the small dining 
room of the King David Hotel. 
They had come at the urgent invita- 
tion of David Ben-Gurion. 

The group consisted of represen- 
tatives of the Council of Jewish 
Federations and Welfare Funds, 
community fund-raising chairmen, 
the Jewish Agency, the United 
Jewish Appeal, the United Palestine 
Appeal, the Joint Distribution Com- 
mittee, Hadassah, Keren Hayesod, 
the ZOA, Labour Zionists and 
Mizrachi. 

THE ISRAELI contingent was most 
impressive. In addition to the Prime 
Minister, there were Foreign 
Minister Moshe Sharett; Finance 
Minister Eiiezer Kaplan; Minister 
of Labour Golda Meir; Berl 
Locker, the chairman of the Jewish 
Agency, Levi Eshkol, member of 
the Jewish Agency; Teddy Kollek, 
director, U.S. Division, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs; Dr. Nahum 
Goldmann, chairman, American 
Section Jewish Agency; Dr. David 
Horowitz, economic advisor of the 
Israel Government; Rabbi Maimon, 
Minister of keligious Affairs and 
War Victims; Zalman Shazar, 
minister of education, and many 
other notables involved in govern- 
ment, Jewish Agency and public 
life. 

This meeting look place during 
,the period from September 3 to 



The 1951 Israel Bond Conference, convened by Israel’s first Prime Minister, David Bcn- 
Gurion, at the King David Hotel In Jemsalem. At the head tabic, right to left; Teddy Kolick, 
Minister Plenipotentiary to Washington; Moshe Sharett, Minister for Foreign Affairs; Ben- 
Gurion; Berl Locker, chairman of the executive of the Jewish Agency; Dov Joseph, Minister of 
Communications, and Pinhas Roscnbluth, Minister of Justice. U ; - Himi) 

Birth of the Bonds 


September 7 In 1950— less than 2 Yi 
years after the proclamation of the 
State. 

Israel's meagre resources had 
been drained by ihe War of Liber- 
ation. Its treasury was empty and its 
economy on the verge of collapse. It 
had great difficulty coping with a 
wave of immigrants that started to 
flood the country immediately after 
the Proclamation of Independence. 

In May 1948. there were 650,000 
Jews in Israel. By September I9S0 
the number was almost double. 
There was a shortage or food for the 
newcomers, no housing or jobs. 
Tent cities were set up. And when 
we met in Jerusalem, more than 
100,000 men, women' and children 
were living in these tert^ cities. 

IT WAS A bitter hour, and it called 
for immediate and dramatic action. 
How could Israel create a new in- 
strument to produce a substantial 
increase in financial aid from 
Diaspora Jewry? 

The UJA had peaked in 1948, the 
year of Statehood. In 1946, the year 
after the horrifying extent of the 
Holocaust became public 
knowledge, a great breakthrough 
occurred in the UJA. It raised 
SI03m., as against S35m. in 1945, 
which was the highest amount 


By Sam Rothberg 

Special to The Post 


raised up to (hat time. In 1947 the 
UJA raised $H7m. and in 1948. un- 
der the impact of the War of 
Liberation, it reached its highest 
point: SI48m. But in 1949, with the 
Arab-lsraeli war over, the campaign 
started to slide, and the decline ac- 
celerated in the early months of 
1950. 

Those familiar with the Jewish 
fund-raising scene in the U.S. knew 
that it was UJA’s top leadership 
who set the stage for what later 
became the Israel Bond 
programme. They more than 
anybody else were concerned about 
the desperate need for new sources 
of financial aid. 

Henry Montor the executive vice 
chairman of UJA, with Ben-Gurion, 
Golda Meir and Eiiezer Kaplan 
were the prime movers in looking 
for new ways of funding. During 
1949 and the early part of 1950, 
Mrs. Meir and Kaplan several times 
crossed the Atlantic to meet with 
American financial experts and key 
Jewish business and communal 
leaders and get their advice on a 
proposed long-tecm public loan. 


THE ISRAEL leaders found no en- 
couragement in the American 
.financial community, which 
questioned the wisdom of floating 
any public loan. It was then that 
Prime Minister Ben-Gurion invited 
the Jewish leaders to meet in 
Jerusalem. 

The conference ended with a 
proposal for a four-point 
programme involving the raising of 
a total sum of S L .5b. over a three- 
year period for rehabilitation, set- 
tlement and economic develop- 
ment. One third of the amount was 
to be provided by the Israelis, and 
the remaining $lb. was to come 
from the United Slates. The Prime 
Minister called for the adoption of 
the following programme: 

□ The creation of an Israel Bond* 
drive as a new arm of fund-raising 
for economic development; 

□ The establishment of a larger 
and stronger United Jewish Appeal 
for immigration and the early stages 
of rehabilitation; 

□ The harnessing of private in- 
vestment capital and the active par- 
ticipation of individuals in- Israel's 
industrial enterprises; and 

□ The securing of grants-in-aid 
and loans from the United Stales 
and' other governmental sources. 

The conference delegates, un- 


animously accepted the four-point 
proposal and it was decided to bring 
the question of Israel Bonds to the 
American Jewish public. Six weeks 
later, in October 1950. Golda Meir 
came to Washington, D.C. to meet 
with representatives of major 
American Jewish organizations and 
communities, and consider plans for 
launching Israel's first Bond issue in 
the United Stales. 

AN ENTIRELY new organization 
was created under the leadership of 
Henry Morgenihau Jr. as chairman 
of the Board of Governors; Rudolf 
G. Sonneborn as president; and 
Henry Montor as vice president and 
chief executive officer. 

In February, 1951, the Knesset 
adopted a law which authorized the 
flotation of Israel's first bond issue, 
to be known as the Israel Indepen- 
dence Issue. Three months later, in 
May 1951, Ben-Gurion came to the 
United States to launch the Israel 
Bond drive. It was an historic occa- 
sion — the first visit of the first 
Prime Minister of Israel. Ben- 
Gurion was greeted by a ticker tape 
parade up New York's lower 
Broadway witnessed by two million 
people. He received an 
overwhelming response al similar 
parades and meetings from coast to 
coast, including the dramatic 
opening Israel Bond rally before a 
capacity audience of 20,000 people 
at New York's Madison Square 
Garden. 

He also visited Washington. 
Philadelphia. Boston. Chicago, 
Detroit. Cleveland and Los 
Angeles. His tour was the occasion 
for enthusiastic public demonstra- 
tions of understanding and support 
for Israel. 

Record crowds jubilantly greeted 
Mr. Ben-Gurion throughout his 
cross-country tour. One moving 
event occurred when his plane 
en route to Los Angeles slopped at 
the Tulsa, Oklahoma, airport in the 
middle of the night for refuelling. 
The Prime Minister was surprised to 
be greeted by the entire Jewish 
community led by Julius 
Livingstone who came to the airport 
at 2 a.m. to cheer and welcome him. 

Those were the dramatic begin- 
nings. The rest is the story of what 
the Jewish communities of the U.S., 
joined later by Canada, Western 
Europe and other parts of the free 
world, did to establish a major in- 
strument in developing Israel's 
economy. 


ISRAELI CINEMA has an unhap- 
pily well-deserved reputation . for 
shallowness. Sometimes, however, 
there are exceptions, and Dan 
Wolman's fourth feature, Hlde'n 
Seek, is one of them. It is definitely 
the best Israeli film or the year 
(maybe not a great compliment but 
certainly nothing to be ashamed of), 
and possibly his best movie to date. 
Moreover, it can stand on its own 
merits, not only in comparison to 
less successful local ventures. 

Some.. or,..Lhe,^ubjeots- Wolman 
deals with here-werc-dCTlfwfth by a 
number of young film-makers 
lately.. The difficulties many Euro- 
pean Jews have in tearing them- 
selves away from the memories of 
the old country were at the core of 
Transit. And the reflection of adult 
behaviour in children’s games 
during periods of crisis was central, 
to The Wooden Gun. 

Both these subjects feature in the 
background of Wolman's main 
theme, that of intolerance arising 
from objective conditions. A 
strongly-flavoured autobiographical 
story, Hlde'n Seek is woycn around 
12-year-old Uri, who lives in 
Jerusalem in the ntid-’40s, sometime 


Minds in a ‘state of siege 9 


after the end of World War 11 and 
before the War of Independence. 
Both his parenls are away most of 
the time, running around Europe, 
trying to pick up Holocaust sur- 
vivors and arrange for their 
(sometimes illegal) Immigration. 
The boy lives with his grandfather, a 
kindly and well-meaning old man 
who doesriTk'now how to react to 
his grandson’s frustration al being 
left behind, and who would rather 
spend most of his time reading 
Thomas Mann (specifically Death In 
Venice, a monument to the 
decadence of the Old World). 

As Uri falls behind in his studies, 
which is one way or getting back at 
his family, the grandfather brings in 
a young student to tutor him. The 
movie deals mostly with the 
relationship between the boy and 
the student, a relationship which 
starts with cold rejection, moves to 
suspicion, and later becomes sym- 
pathetic, affectionate and admiring, 
until it suffers a sudden shock at the 
end which leaves the boy confused 


Cinema 

By Dan Falnaru 


and unable to make up his mind 
about his own feelings. 

AN IMPORTANT FACTOR in this 
development is a parallel story con- 
cerning an informer who is telling 
the British authorities about the 
Jewish resistance. The tutor is un- 
der suspicion; Uri tries to defend 
him while all his playmates, with 
typical nationalistic zeal, are 
prepared to convict him without 
trial. 

The children are dnly repeating, 
of course, .the things they heard at 
home, and do their best to'show' that 
they have strong opinions — like 
, their parents and other adults, 

Living as they are in a “state of 
siege,” the adults are convinced , 
that they cannot afford any dialectic 
subtleties. As far as they are concern- 
ed, Whoever ip ( riot for then), is 


automatically against them. 
Furthermore, the id?a that anyone 
can be even slightly different, is 
totally unacceptable. The British, 
(he Arabs, the homosexuals arid the 
individualists cannot possibly be on 
the right sljje, because “they are not 
.like us" that, is, they are not 
Jewish, or family-oriented or com- 
mitted endugh to Zionist ideals. 

There are other kinds of In- 
tolerance, , too. The kid who can't 
really accept his parents' absence, 
even If It’d for the loftiest motives, 
and the-girl who is humiliated when 
a man prefers the company of 
another man to hef's, also being in- 
tolerant in their way. ■ 

But, and this is one of the film's 
great achievements, Woiman un- 
derstands and forgives, because he 
realizes that none of his characters 
can help himself; Jbey . are all vic- 
tims of: circumstances they cannot 
control, and their inability to un- 
derstand each other m,ay be the rjeal 
tragedy of ihe situation. 

Woiman handles his material, as 


usual, in a most subdued way: those 
who expect any sort of excitement 
will be disappointed. 

There shouldn't be any misun- 
derstanding. This is not a perfect 
movie. The story tends to sag in the 
middle, production values are 
limited (how could it be otherwise 
with Wolman's shoestring budget?), 
camera work could have been im- 
proved if more time hnd been 
available to correct mistakes. But 
nonetheless .it is u worthwhile 
movie,, one or the very few we can 
actually be proud of. 

FOR THOSE who are afraid (hat 
Israeli films are becoming too in- 
tellectual, the new Ze’ev. Revah 
movie. Acne released in 10 cinemas 
across the country,- brings the usual 
standard of silliness. It is very dif- 
ficult to resist the temptation of 
being nasty, but after ull, there may 
be a lesson in, this. Watch carefully 
pnd you will see. once ugnln, how 
the heartaches of Lhe not-so-sweet 
16 , sprinkled with' some bate breasts, 
hash, alcohol and gutter language 
gels people into the movie theatres. 
And the lesson Is; Every public 
' deserves ihe movies it gels, ' . □ 
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Soldier-scholars 

The Post’s Judy Siegel writes about the hesder yeshivot, where young men 
combine military service with religious studies. Many secular Israelis tend to 
be critical of “hesder,” the pride of modern Orthodoxy. 


[T ISN'T EXACTLY the best time 
Tor yeshivot to make a pica for more 
government Funds — Tor two 
reasons: 

The organizers or Iasi week's, 
press tour — heads or the Hesder 
Ycshiva Association in Jerusalem — 
said they knew Tull well that 
everyone who goes to the Finance 
Minister for money is told; “1 don't 
have any!*' 

The other reason, but left un- 
spoken throughout the tour, was the 
awareness that continuous 
headlines about the allegation of 
bribe/* against Religious Affairs 
Minister Aharon Abuhatzeira huve 
not added to the imuge of Tom 
institutions. 

Association director Ya'acov 
Drori was frank. "Wc need the 
press to help us campaign for accep- 
tance of the principle that our 
yeshivot are entitled to get the same 
degree of government subsidies as 
universities," he said over lunch at 
Ycshivat Har Etzion in Gush Et- 
zion. "Costs are skyrocketing, nnd 
budget deficits arc growing." 

About 70 per cent of university 
budgets is covered by (he state, 
compared with only IS per cent of 
ycshiva budgets, Drori continued. 
"Unless we get more help, some of 
them will be in danger of collapse." 

ONE OF THE biggesl problems of 
hesder (literally: "arrangement") 
yeshivot was exemplified by which 
reporters went — and which didn’t 
go — along on ihc press tour. 
Neither Davar nor At Hanmhmar. 
the "socialist" dailies sent a 
representative, and neither did the 
Agudal Yisrael paper Hamodla. 
Most of the journalists who did turn 
up were religious — some even with 
sons in hesder — and were already 
convinced that yeshivot combining 
military service and Jewish studies 
produce some or the country's best 
and most dedicated soldiers and 
religious scholars. The hosts were 
preaching to the converted. 

But the average secular Israeli 
who is asked about hesder is likely 
to be either uninterested, or critical 
of the fact that the students spend 
about 16 months of their four or five 
years in the arrangement doing 
army service — with the rest 
devoted to Tora and Talmud, com- 
pared to a full three years for 
regular inductees. 

On the other hand, the non- 
Zionist or anti-Zionist ultra- 
Orthodox sector of the population 
steers clear of hesder. Few are draf- 
ted into the army at 18 because they 
are exempted from service as long 
as they study full time in a ycshiva. 
By the time they leave its sheltered 
walls around the age of 30, if they 
have six children they are eligible to 
go into Haga (Civil Defence). If 
they have fewer children or are in 
good physical condition at that age, 
they still do a relatively short term 
of service. 

Hesder is the pride of modern 
Orthodox, nationalistic Israelis 
whose recognized "trademark" are 
their colourful crocheted klppot. 
The arrangement between the 
defence establishment and the 
Mizrahi movement took its first step 
in 1953 with the establishment of 
Yeshiva Kerem Be'Yavnc. There 
arc today 14 hesder yeshivot from 
the Golan to Yamit and Kibbutz 
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Sha’alavim to Shilo, with a total of 
2,000 students and many more thou- 
sands of alumni. 

“IT'S NOT JUST a combination of 
the army and the yeshiva," ex- 
plained Rabbi Haim Sabbato, him- 
self a graduate of the hesder 
yeshiva, Yeshivat Hakotcl.and now 
one of the roshei yeshiva in Ma'ale 
Adumim. 

" Hesder forges a very special 
way of life and character," the 
young rubbi continued. "Our young 
students live together, eat together, 
study together, train together and 
pray together It's almost like living 
in a kibbutz." 

Established four years ago at the 
Mu'alc Adumim work camp on the 
Jerusalcm-Jcricho roud, the yeshiva 
is housed in a few pre-fah buildings 
but hopes eventually to move to 
permanent quarters in the city of 
Ma'ale Adumim being constructed 
not far Bway. Rabbi Sabbntoand his 
colleague. Rabbi Yitzhak Shilal (a 
graduate of Yeshivat Mercaz Harav 
in Jerusalem) regularly visit their 
students at their army bases when 
they are undergoing t ruining. 

Though groups of students are 
constantly going off to training, 
others regularly return to yeshiva 
during leaves for more study (fin- 
ding time to go home to see family 
us well) to join those who have com- 
pleted their army service compo- 
nent. 

The pre-fab beil midrash hums 
From 7 a.m. until well after midnight 
with the rabbis’ shiurim or the 
steady dialogue of study in pairs 
called hevruia. The students, 
weuring brightly coloured or print 
shirts, barely notice the visiting 
journalists. Instead, they continue 
dissecting a point of* Haiacha — of- 
ten at the top of their lungs because 
of competition from the voices of 
pairs nearby. 

"Our yeshiva is different from 
other hesder yeshivot," notes 
Rabbi Shilal, "because we en- 
courage study of the Bible and 
Jewish philosophy in addition to 
Talmud and ethics, and give a broad 
overview of parts of the Gemara 
while giving expertise in other 
parts." 

Religious teenagers just out of 
yeshiva high school select their 
hesder institution according to its 
location (Gush Emunim supporters 
often choose schools in Judea and 
Samaria'), staff, size (the 
largest — H'ar Etzion — de- 
mands more independence while 
Ma'ale Adumim gives more in- 
dividualized attention and 
guidance) and study techniques. 

SEREN (CAPTAIN) DUDU, the 
company commander of students 
from the Ma’ale Adumim yeshiva, 
who is himself not religious, has 
only praise for the soldier/pupils. "I 
demand much more of them than f 
do of most regular recruits," he told 
reporters, sitting in the comfortable 
lounge or an armoured corps base in 
Ihc area. "They come to me on a 
much higher level, so I expect them 
to be much more motivated and to 
invest more energy and thought in 
their performance. They stand up 
better in pressure situations, and 
they show more initiative." 

Seren Dudu prepares the training 
schedule with regular slots for mor- 
ning, afternoon and evening prayers 


each day. "If soldiers in the other 
companies are on a high level, they 
get along well with the hesdertilks. 
The two groups spend long hours 
discussing religion and Jewishness. 
But there is some tension if the 
secular companies are on a lower 
level," he said. 

THE YESHIVA al Efrat in Gush Et- 
zion is right across the wadi from 
Har Etzion in Alon Shvut. 

Rabbi Yehoshua Ben-Melr, bro- 
ther of Knesset Member Yehuda Ben 
Meir, established the Shvut Yisrael 
Yeshiva of Efrat in memory of their 
father. Instead of a settlement 
building a yeshiva, the yeshiva is 
building the settlement — because 
(he city of Efrat is just beginning, 
and the first dwellings won't be 
ready for occupancy for another 
two years. With only a cook brought 
in, the students clean the prefab 
schoolrooms and dorms themselves 
and bring supplies in. There is no 
telephone, and not even enough 
beds if all the yeshiva's students 
were to come back on leave at the 
same time. 

Drori of the hesder association 
underlines the money problems. 

The cost of every hesder student 
(including room and board) is IS8,- 
884 a year. But the yeshivot receive 
only ISI.686 per student from the 
Religious Affairs Ministry. IS719 
from local authorities. IS222 from 
(he Joint Distribution Committee 
and other institutions and 1S153 
from the Absorbtion Ministry (for 
immigrant students). 

Parents of Diaspora students and 
alumni contribute an average of 
IS542, while fund-raising campaigns 
abroad bring in another IS] ,253. 
Parents of Israeli students con- 
tribute IS3.000 in tuition, but those 
who cannot afford it may still send 
their sons to the yeshiva. According 
to Drori, the hesder institutions have 
a deficit of IS3.428 per year for each 
student. "Why shouldn't we gel the 
same kind oT subsidies and 
scholarships as the universities?" 

But when asked whether hesder 
yeshivot should get priority over 
regular yeshivot whose students are 
not in the army, Drori becomes 
evasive. He would not feel comfor- 
table suggesting that ministry sup- 
port for the other schools be 
reduced at the hesder's expense. 

The belt midrash at Har Etzion, a 
Gush Etzion landmark, is testimony 
to the fruits of devoted fund-raisers. 

Headed by Rabbi Yehuda Amital 
and Rabbi Dr, Aharon 
Liechtenstein (formerly of Yeshiva 
University in New York), the 
yeshiva enjoys an excellent reputa- 
tion both for its soldiers and stu- 
dents. The campus was constructed 
largely with funds from supporters 
abroad, and a New Jersey 
synagogue that closed down 
(because the Jews moved away from 
its deteriorating neighbourhood) 
donated the proceeds of the sale of 
its building to the yeshiva. The 
memorial plaques that used to hang 
in the New Jersey congregation line 
one wall inside the entrance to the 
belt midrash. 

But Har Etzion as well has a 
sizable annual deficit. 

It would be a shame, say hesder's 
supporters, if today’s severe 
economic squeeze and anti-yeshiva 
mood were to damage the hesder 
movement. 
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Rabbi Yitzhak ShJIat (left) and Rabbi Halm Sabbato. 
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Till-. DECISION of Telex is ion 
House, to devote almost an entire 
evening to the "tortures" inflicted 
by the Israel Defence Force, on a 
sensitive young man during his army 
training, was a very brave one. 

The IDF. despite the trauma 
caused by the errors of the Yom 
Kippur War. has remained for many 
Israelis the last bastion of their 
breached idealism. Suffering dis- 
illusionment after disillusionment, 
people would say. "At least, we’ve 
still got Zahul," believing that our 
army was different from others, that 
it was more democratic and bused 
on goodwill rather than the mailed 
fist of those dressed in a little brief 
authority. 

Second Hour, xvhich in fact 
stretched into ncurly three hours, 
began with a showing of Judd 
Ne’emun’s film, Stretcher Drill. 
nude in 1977. There wus nothing 
subtle about Stretcher Drill: it wus 
written, produced, directed und uc- 
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A courageous decision 
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ted in the crudest way possible: 
there were no greys, many blacks, 
und very few whites. 

The message conveyed is that 
Zuhal is no place for a nice Jewish 
boy, and is even worse for a nice 
Jewish girl. 

The film depicts the way Yair. in 
.'luirge of training the new recruits 
of ”B’’ Company in the Paratrooper 
Corps, systematically torments little 
Zviku Wcissmun. with the avowed 
i ill cm ion of making a man und a 
soldier of him. Yair’s drive to 
reduce Zviku, the son of a lawyer, to 
the level or a beast is zealously sup- 
ported by u couple of bully boys in 
Zvikti's unit. Eventually Zviku 
rushes into an empty room into 
xvhich he lias thrown agrenude, and 
is blown to bits. 

The film, us I have suid. was very 
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crude, but its crudity seemed to give 
it the explosive power or un anti- 
tank shell, i wondered what the 
consequences of the screening 
xvould be forZuhui. Admittedly, the 
film hud already been seen in the 
cinemas in 1977. But there is u 
world of difference between the im- 
pact of a film seen by u few thou- 
sand people in cinemas, and one 
tclecusi to the entire nation on u 
state-sponsored network at prime 
time. 

Attempts to lessen (he shock 
were mude by the numerous 
panelists in the discussion that 
followed. I must say that the various 
generals and others all spoke wisely 


and humanely. 

The defence took several lines. 
The main one was to describe ef- 
forts to eliminate the evils of the 
"driving" system of pressure 
training depicted in the film; but the 
generals hud to admit that these en- 
deuvours hud not been altogether 
successful. Then it was contended 
that the film was misleading 
because it told only a portion of the 
truth und ignored completely (he 
positive values inculcated by the 
IDF during training. 

A very important point made xvas 
that the young officers and NCOs 
charged with training recruits are 
themselves under intense pressure: 
they have to convert innocent 18 
year olds into hardened soldiers 
ready to go to battle Tor their sur- 
vival and that of their nation. The 


urgumem is (hat this involves a 
deliberate supression of all the nor- 
mal values of Western civilization. 
War is un uncivilized business: the 
tougher the training, the greater the 
chances of the soldier killing his 
enemy. 

When asked xvhether this thesis 
was correct, Meir Pa’il, of the leftist 
Sheli party, said the “driving" 
system creates bad soldiers xxho 
buckle in battle. Nobody really 
knows the best way to equip a man 
psychologically for the shocks of 
war, he said. He also discussed the 
hope, in the early days of the slate, 
that the army of Israel xvould need 
to rely less on a hierarchical sxsiem 
than other armies. 

These hopes, like so many others, 
huve not been realized. Strangely 
enough, almost everyone I dis- 
cussed the film with took a sort of 
curious pride in our system of 
training being as tough and ruthless 
as that of any other country. 


NOW 

IS TOUR CHANCE 
TOBUYACOTTAGE 
IN CAESAR’S VILLAGE 





The home you've been dreaming of 
is now being built by Danya 
in their prestigious Caesar’s Village 
near the Caesarea Country Club. 
Here is your opportunity to own 
a beautifully-designed cottage 
in surroundings that will be a 
never-ending source of delight. 

For details please write to our 
office In Haifa, Israel 
8 Wedgewood Avenue 
Telephone 04-86883-4 
(Ask for Rina) 

Or contact 

Norman Hirshfield Ryde and Browne 
42 Welbeck Street 
London W1M 7HF 
England 

Representatives in England 
for Anglo-Saxon 
Real-Estate Agency Ltd. 



DANYA DEVELOPMENT 


LTD. 


Published wee 


member 14-20, 1980 


THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 










BUSINESS AND FINANCE — 

Trade gap narrowed in 
first nine months of year 

r ■ . n. .. n . _ ff *1 ImnAric r\F Ail 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Israel's trade gap in the January- 
November period of this year nar- 
rowed by 8 per cent, from 52,872m. 
to S2.634m. But Ihe seasonally ad- 
justed data for the last five months 
show that the average monthly im- 
port surplus was 6 per cent higher 
than in the first six months of the 
year. 

According to data released by the 
Central Bureau of Statistics, the 
improvement in the trade balance 
for the entire 1 1 -month period was 
the result of u 22 per cent increase 
in exports — totalling a net increase 
of S8J9m. — ;md a 9 per cent fall in 
imports, of S600m. 

Total imports of goods in 
January -November this year 
amounted to S7,276nt., compared 
with 56,676tn. in the same period 
Iasi year. Imports of raw materials 
and intermediate goods contracted 
by 4 percent. Imports of investment 
goods shrank by 10 per cent, while 
imports of final consumer goods fell 
by 19 per cent. 

Imports of passenger cars fell off 
by 4y per cent, and those of food 
products, beverages and tobacco 
contracted by 22 per cent. 

In the period under review Israel 


spent $2, 068m. on imports of oil, 
compared with 51,191m. in the 
same period last year. This is an in- 
crease of 74 per cent, most of which 
was due to higher prices, since fuel 
prices in the first nine months of the 
year rose by over 50 per cent. Fuel 
imports this year accounted for 28 
per cent of ail commodity imports, 
as against 17.8 per cent in January- 
November 1979. 

Imports of raw diamonds rose by 
25 per cent, from 5829m. last year, 
to SI ,036m. in the first 1 1 months of 
the current year. 

Exports rose from $3, 804m. last 
year, to S4,64Jm. this year. Exports 
of manufactured goods, excluding 
polished diamonds, rose by 28 per 
cent, those of diamonds — by 17 per 
cent, and exports of agricultural 
products — by 5 per cent.' The 
nverni increase in commodity ex- 
ports was 22 per cent. 

However, during the last five 
months there has been a tendency 
for exports to decline by com- 
parison with the first hnlf of the 
year. The seasonally adjusted data 
for July-Novcmber show that the 
average monthly amount of exports 
was 5 per cent lower than in 
Junuary-June this year. 


'Industrial sector in bad state’ 


By MACABEE DEAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — "Things have never 
been worse in many, many years for 
the industrial sector." This state- 
ment. if it had been made by the 
Manufacturers Association, would 
not be surprising, but it was made 
recently jointly by ihe association 
and Hcvrui Ovdim, the holding 
company of the Histadrut, and it is 
bused on findings produced by a 
joint team of analysts. 

The analysis compared the four 
years, 1976 to 1979 (which were also 
not outstanding years), with the 
year 1980. 

While industrial production 
(apart from diamonds) rose by an 
average annual rate of 5.5 per cent 
during the four-year period, it drop- 
ped by 5 per cent in 1980. And while 
the annual growth in diamond ex- 
ports was 16.6 per cent a year in the 
four-year period, it dropped to 12 
per cent in 1980. 

The number of workers in in- 
dustry grew by 7.2 per cent each of 
these four years; it tell by 8 percent 
in 1980. Productivity grew by 3.7 
per cent during the four-year 
period; it dropped by 1.5 percent in 
1980. The growth of investments in 


industry, which was a negative 0.6 
per cent a year during the 1976-1979 
period, dropped to a negative 20 per 
cent in 1980. 

“These discouraging figures," the 
joint research team said, "are a 
result of the government's policy or 
freezing the growth of the economy 
and reducing local consumption. 
Both steps were taken to reduce in- 
flation. This policy has proved a 
failure, and if there has been a drop 
in the growth of the adverse balance 
of payments, this can be considered 
to be only temporary." 

The industrialists and the 
Histadrut arc to meet this week- 
in an emergency session to discuss 
the situation. 

Meanwhile, plans for a new joint 
forum to discuss problems of in- 
dustrial productivity and other 
economic issues with the business 
sector have been formulated by the 
Industry and Trade Ministry. 

Director-general Yoram Ziv in- 
tends to set up a new mechanism for 
the collection of information on 
new products and processes, the 
development of which should be 
promoted here. This information 
will be put before the new forum, 
the ministry spokesman said. 


New technology for diagnosis 


HAIFA. A radical new approach 
to medical diagnosis developed at 
the Technion will become available 
to clinicians soon. The technology 
enables safer, less expensive perfor- 
mance of a wide variety of clinical 
diagnostic tests. These include 
pregnancy tests, thyroid examina- 
tions in cases of growth or func- 
tional problems, urine analysis, 
dosage analysis for heart patients, 
where exact dosage can be a matter 
of life or death. The technology can 
also be useful in cases of chemical 
or drug poisoning. In addition, it is 
safer for the clfnician working with 
radioactive tests. 

The system ' consists of 
sophisticated new test tubes and 
operating equipment, in which 
danger from radioactive radiation is 
practically eliminated. 

The research was carried out in 
the chemistry department by Prof. 
Michael Cais ana doctoral student 
Moshe Shimoni. 



Prof. Cals In his laboratory 

The new system is based on 
immuno-assay techniques. Most 
currently used diagnostic methods 
using these techniques suffer from 
many disadvantages, including 
safety hazards from radiation, time- 
consuming centrifugation steps. 


problems of accuracy because of 
complicated separation techniques 
and technician handling. 

The newly developed technology 
provides a high degree of surety and 
eliminates the centrifugation steps 
und technician handling. Further- 
more, the technology reduces the 
time of the assay und provides in- 
creased accuracy for the assay. 

The Swiss firm ARES-Applicd 
Research Systems will be partners 
with the Technion Research and 
Development Foundation and the 
researchers in the production of the 
— system. They have joined in setting 
up a company called Lidex Cor- 
poration. 

This is the first such agreement 
for the Technion, which previously 
has only offered licensing rights on 
products developed by its 
researchers. The project was sup- 
ported by the chief scientist of the 
Ministry of Industry, Trade and 
Tourism, Prof. Aryeh Lavie. 


Financing planned by Rassco’s new owners 


By MACABEE DEAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

TEL AVIV, — The Rubinstein 
Group, one of Israel's largest 
building contractors expects to use 
various methods to inject new life 
into its newly-acquired Rassco Con- 
struction Company, Avraham 
Rubinstein, of the group, said here 
last week, 

The Rubinstein Group bought 
Rassco from the Jewish Agency for 
S9.5m., at the end of last month. 

One of the first methods being 
considered is raising money in 
•the U.S. to expand Rassco's 
facilities. Moreover, the possibility 


The Eisenberg Group's intention 
to buy one third of the shares of the 
Paz Oil Cjompany was the subject of 
an urgent motion for the agenda 
presented in the Knesset last week 
by Gad Ya'acobi (Alignment- 
Labour). 

The motion, which was defeated, 
called on the government to exer- 
cise its 45-day option to buy the 
shares wanted by the Eisenberg 
Group. 

Shoul Eisenberg’s investment 
group last month agreed to buy the 
shares from the Edith and Sir Isaac 
VVolfson Charitable Trust. 

Members of both the coalition 
and the opposition parties agreed 
with Ya’acobi that the matter was of 
urgent national importance. 

At a meeting of the Alignment 
Knesset faction last week, Ya’acobi, 
Chairman of the Knesset Economic 


that Rassco will return to handling 
large projects abroad (it pulled out 
of this field some time ago), is being 
seriously studied, Rubinstein said. 

He also noted that the acquisition 
of 54 per cent of the equity of Ras- 
sco and 80 per cent of its voting 
rights would allow the Rubinstein 
group to make arrangements to 
solve Rassco's pressing problem of 
loan repayments. This could be 
done by increasing the company’s 
capital through floating an issue on 
the local stock market, 

Rassco's stock of building plots, 
especially in the centre of the 
country, will be increased, and con- 


struction work on behalf of other 
companies will be sought. To this 
end Rubinstein had already offered 
to allow Rassco to help out with 
Rubinstein projects in Ra'anana. 
Holon and Jerusalem. The group 
will also lake steps to renew the 
equipment of Rassco. 

In the year ending March 31, 
1980 Rassco showed an operating 
loss of IS 15.8m. und after taking 
into consideration earnings from 
subsidiaries, a loss of IS4.5m. 

"Our final objective,” Avraham 
Rubinstein said, "is to make Rassco 
once more a profitable company, 
for the benefit of the stockholders 
and its employees." 
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Committee, said that Israeli com- 
panies should be given preference 
in purchasing the Paz shares. 

Eisenberg is a resident of Israel, 
but his companies arc registered in 
various foreign countries. 

Alignment MK Moshe Shahal 
reportedly complained thnl "Shoul 
Eisenberg is buying up the whole 
country." 

The accountant-general of the 
Treasury, Ei inn Raff, has also ex- 
pressed opposition to Eisen berg's 
acquisition of the shares, and 
prefers that the government exer- 
cise its option to buy them. 

The issue will soon be discussed 
by the Economic Cabinet. 

Negotiations for Eisenberg 
Group's purchase of the Wolfson 
shares were opened about six weeks 
ago between the Group and Sir Isnuc. 
The shares of Paz arc divided into 

Rates of exchange 

Weekend foreign exchange rates 
against Ihe Israel Shekel. 

- Selling Buying 

JJJ* 7-3877 7.3140 

P w „ 3.6681 3.6316 

Swim Fr. .. 4.CW9.1 4.0088 

Sterling 17.2724 I7.TOJ5 “ ‘ 

French Fr. 1.5873 1.5715 

Dutch FI. 3.3780 3.3444 

Austrian Sch. (10) 5.1780 5.1264 

Swedish Kr. 1.6566 1.6401 

Danish Kr. 1.1985 1. 186b 

Norwegian Kr. 1.4059 1.3919 

Fmmsh 1.8979 1.8790 

Canadians 6.1623 6.1010 

* Bnd 9.7850 9.6876 

Australian S . 8.6321 8.5462 

Belgian Fr.(lO) 2.2798 2.2571 

Yen ( 1 00) 3.503a 3.4717 

Italian Lire ( 1000) 7.7471 7.6700 

TOURISM — The number ol 
: French tourists visiting Israel in 
1980 will reach 140,999, a 10 per 
Cent rise over last year, Uri Yosha, 
director of the Israeli tourist office 
m Pans, has announced: 
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ibree cuual blocs held by Sir Isaac, 
un unidentified foreign investor 
and Ihe government. 

Under the terms of the purchase 
agreement, payment is lo he made 
in the very near future. The sum is 
$27. 5m. or £11. 5m. whichever is 
worlh more on the day of aelual 
payment. 

An Eisenberg source said lust 
week that "we are making this 
purchase as a pure investment. We 
do not plan to use Pa/, as a vehicle 
lo enter ihe field of transporting 
coal to Isruel. Neither do we Have 
any intention at present of buying 
the one-third shares held hy the 
government or hy the foreign in- 
vestor." 

In recent years the Eisenberg 
Group, or its holding companies, 
have specialized in taking over 
troubled firms and institutions. 

Canadian firm 
invests here 

TEL AVIV, - Canada-Israel 
-Development Ltd., a Canadian in- 
vest meTnnjompany-pwrtiaHy^wnftd 

by the Bronfman family, recently 
completed the acquisition of 25 per 
cent of the shares of the Property & 
Building Corporation. The 
purchase was a result of Canada- 
Israel's desire to participate in the 
local real estate market. 


of the shares from the Palestine 
Economic Corporation and the 
balance on the open market. 
Property & Building is among the 
largest of Israel’s land development 
companies. Its shares are traded on 
the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange and it 
is a member of. the IDB 
Rankholding group. - 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER II. 1980 

Better late than never 

AT LONG LAST u good word may be said for Aharon Abuhalzeira, 
the religious affairs minister indicted on charges of fraud and bribe- 
taking. Mr. Abuhatzeira has now let it be known that, should the 
Knesset House Committee divest him of his parliamentary immunity, 
us requested by Attorney-General Yitzhak Zamir, he will take a leave 
of absence from the cabinet until the end of the trial. 

This is the right thing for the National Religious Party minister to 
have done, but it would have been far better had he done it somewhat 
earlier in the affair. Until this week Mr. Abuhatzeira kepi arguing 
with great heat that any such action on his part would be interpreted 
as un admission of guilt. 

At the same time, his lawyers were explaining to the Knesset com- 
mittee, end very impressively, too, from all the evidence, that their 
client's immunity should not be lifted because the charges against 
him were not only a tissue of lies but an outright political conspiracy. 
No such urgument had ever been raised in parliament on behalf of an 
accused MK — but this has been Mr. Abuhatzeira's line all along. 

In the minister's version (his has not been merely a case of one 
Yisrael Gottlieb (the state's witness) seeking to destroy the polilicul 
career of one Aharon Abuhatzeira, but a nefarious, politically 
motivated plot to shoot down a rising religious-Scphurdi star. 
Although he has never stated this in so many words, the minister has 
also never publicly remonstrated with any of his communul and party 
backers who were spreading this dcmugogic canard around. 

Thus he made it appear as though he owed it not only to himself 
but to the entire religious and Sephardi public to stay pul. That is why 
he would not even cnlertuin the idea of taking leave when u police in- 
vestigation of "irregularities" in his ministry was first launched, nor 
when he was himself called for interrogation, nor even uficr charges 
were actually preferred against him — until jusl I wo duys ago. 

In turning u deaf car to the many suggestions that he do so, Mr. 
Abuhutzeiru wus violating no law. Israel's code includes no provision 
for u cabinet minister who finds himself in uny such predicament. He 
was not even refusing any bid by Premier Begin, whose own nearly 
unbroken silence on the issue is another remarkable feature of this 
whole episode. 

All the minister did wus to self-righteously trample on some basic 
notions of proper conduct in high public office. What made this 
especially dispiriting was the fact that Mr. Abuhatzeira was, of all 
things, minister for religious affairs. 

To this day Mr. Abuhatzeira is claiming lhal a trial must be aver- 
ted. if only possible, because it will be his ruin as a politician, even if 
lie is ultimately cleared of nil charges. That is not necessarily true, at 
any rate not truer or the minister than of any ordinary defendant who 
may. at the end of a trial, he pronounced not guilty by a court of law . 

Mr. Abuhutzeiru's guilt remains to be proved. But lor the minister, 
and for his supporting NRP chorus, to suggest that in hauling him to 
court Prof. Zamir wus acting as either a knave or a fool, is to toss a 
boomerang. 

That is why Mr. Abuhatzeira's belated readiness to vacate his 
Cabinet seal ir his immunity is lifted, though welcome, carries little 
conviction. It comes through as a measure of desperation mas- 
querading as a clever public relations ploy. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER II, 1980 

The rains came 

FOR SEVERAL weeks a warm front has kept at bay the storms that 
have blanketed Europe. Farmers have been preparing their claims 
for drought damage, while tourists and sportsmen have frolicked in 
the sunshine. Hydrologists and water engineers have kept anxious 
eyes on the level of Lake Kinneret, the national reservoir. 

Now, just in the nick of time, the rains have come. It Is certainly 
unusual for us to get past Hanukka without water pouring down from 
the heavens on the merrymakers. Children are probably convinced 
that somebody orders rain for Hanukka and Purim just to mar the 
holidays for them; if they had votes and could organize a lobby, they 
would probably start a reform movement to get the festivals moved 
lo a drier season. 

But this year Hanukka was celebrated under clear skies; the timing 
was perfect for those who wanted to light torches and candles out of 
doors. 

There is still some doubt as to whether there will be enough rain 
this season. Experts and amateurs alike offer opposing theories: some 
say that no rain before December means-that there will ' be good 
- rains; othfitsUhaWio-rain in October or November heralds a drought. 
Statistically, it is clear that 70 per cent of our rain falls between 
December and March, so there is no need yet for lamentation. 

Israel is surrounded not only by human enemies but also by vast 
deserts. The threat of drought has hung over the country since time 
immemorial, Unfortunately, although in some places the annual rain- 
fall reaches a figure as high as that of London, our rain is concen- 
trated in short, savage bursts within a limited period. 

This makes it essential for us to exercise careful husbandly in con- 
serving the prpcioiis life-giving liquid, and indeed Israel has a. 
remarkably good record in. this regard. It also results in a con- 
siderable amount of inconvenience for pedestrians and motorists, 
since our roads and cities are planned on the assumption that the sun 
and moon will always shine from clear skies. It Is therefore essential 
for us to tread or drive carefully so as to avoid mishaps or worse. 

We must bear the temporary discomfort of sidewalks and roads 
being converted into rivers with good hearts, remembering that the 
blessed rain is more precious than the quality Of mercy or even oil. 


WEDNESDAY, DEC, 10, 1980 

An idea 
from the 
Treasury 

THE BUDGET talks — between 
the finance minister and the 
premier — are officially on. Promi- 
nent among the various ideas ban- 
died about is a modified version of 
the "package deal" proposed 
several months ago by Arnon 
Gafny, the governor of the Bank of 
Isruel. 

Under the original plan price 
rises were lo be limited to 4 per cent 
a month (6 per cent in exceptional 
cases), most tax rales (but not, for 
example, local rules) were to be 
frozen, wagc-carncrs were to forgo 
the second 7.5 per cent instalment 
of the wage rise agreed upon in (he 
labour contracts for 1980-82. 

In the modified version, the 
Treasury has belatedly embraced 
the idea of cost-of-living allowances 
being paid ut the full rate of infla- 
tion. und more frequently than the 
present three-month intervals. In 
exchange employees would waive 
any other wage increases. Real 
wages, in other words, would be 
frozen at (heir present levels. 

Like the older proposal, (he new 
one, largely the work of Ezra Sadun, 
the Treasury's chief economic ad- 
viser. conies after a period of a par- 
ticularly slurp erosion or real wages 
as a result of two-digit monthly in- 
11 at ion. It. too, therefore, would 
have the country’s employees bear 
the hriiiu of aggravated real losses 
from galloping price rises 

Not surprisingly, the Histadrut 
has rejected the Sadan-Humu 
package deal as promptly and as 
resolutely as it turned down the 
earlier Gafny-Hurvilz idea. 

The reasons are understandable. 
A "package deal" is only viable if it 
meuns equality of sacrifice, not dis- 
crimination ugainst one party to the 
agreement... 

Nevertheless, (he Histadrut is 
wrong in so brusquely spurning the 
main element in the Treasury’s 
current proposal: a new form of 
paying cost-of-living allowances. 

This new form has a number or 
weaknesses. It bars compensation 
for losses already incurred, and 
allows no flexibility in setting wage 
levels in enterprises where higher 
wages may force dismissals. It also 
leuves the government free to go on 
eroding wages in a variety of roun- 
dabout ways. 

And by invoking automatic in- 
creases, it undermines the 
traditional role of trade union 
functionaries in bargaining over 
wage increases. 

Yet it. should be clear lo the 
Histadrut leaders that any system of 
partial indemnity for inflation will 
erode real wages. This is par- 
ticularly true under the existing 
system of calculating cost-of-living 
allowances, which disregards 
cumulative losses and makes up 
only (of price rises in any given 
three-month period. 

If the Treasury offers full com- 
pensation, at more frequent inter- 
vals than before, its proposal 
deserves lo be taken up seriously. 
At (he same time an effort should be 
made to close loopholes and to en- 
sure that maintenance of the real 
wage level is Indeed real. The 
workers themselves art beihg hurt 
when pay practices that were 
tolerable under a 35 per cent annual 
inflation are adhered to blindly in 
an inflation that has reached such a 
rate quarterly. ’ 


Dry Bones 


l> S\£„,GouUs\ "WAT ARAFAT { Ji) fvlAT 
-mfe-nsAcsmotal swaxotmte wit a Mts-^ 
ISAM Mft-wtsrt To B£ 1 

STAttWewr iu STATS " 9£ft>R£ ^ 

Uto&souJ • J(e oik . > 




^ 1 1 u-ive fe u*&:J 7/ 



WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 10. 1980 

Day of the sergeants 

THE TROUBLED West Bank is still seething: this much is certain 
despite strenuous efforts to keep the area out of hounds to the press, 
both local and foreign. Yesterday the area's three colleges were kept 
closed all day long. Yet the military government, which these days 
calls all the shots there, is trying to assure all and sundry that this is 
but a passing "wave of unrest." 

If only Israel persists in Us policy of firmness against ’‘extremist" 
Palestinian elements, iKe country is being told, “moderate" elements 
will take heart and help restore peace and quiet throughout the West 
Bank. 

This indeed is the glad tidings that the coordinator of activities in 
the administered territories, Aluf Danny Matt, is reported to have 
conveyed to the cabinet last Sunday. How does he know ? Neither 
Aluf Matt nor any of his military associates has truck with hardly any 
of the local Palestinian leaders, extremist or moderate. 

A truly moderate Palestinian would presumably be one who sup- 
ports the Camp David accords and the autonomy idea, even in its 
Egyptian interpretation. But what does the autonomy, even in its 
Israeli version, imply but the end of military occupation — leading, 
inevitably, to the return of such exiled troublemakers as the mayors 
of Hebron and Halhoul, and a takeover of the West Bank colleges, 
those hotbeds of nationalist agitation, by the local people? 

Generals such as Aluf Matt may feel entitled to turn a blind eye to 
such seemingly complicated, long-term political considerations as 
being none of their proper business, and (a direct all their attention 
to the daily task of keeping law and order. 

Such preoccipation with security in the narrowest sense was not 
characteristic of their high-ranking predecessors in the mi lit ary 
government; and lately some suspicion has arisen that the present 
generals* view of their true function may be tinged with a brand of 
ultra-rights politics that goes far beyond their brief. SliiL the; 
generals deserve the benefit of the doubt, in this matter. 

What is not in any doubt is that their civilian superiors, notably 
Defence Minister Begin, see their own legitimate role as nothing but 
rubber stamps for the generals. 

This surely was not the case in earlier times. Former defence 
ministers, particularly Mr. Dayan and to only a slightly lesser degree 
Mr. Peres — and to some degree even Mr. Weizman — were alive to 
the larger political Issues involved in ruling over more than a million 
Palestinians in the West Bank and the Gaza District. Not so. in- 
credibly, Mr. Begin, the defence chief who, as prime minister, 
granted recognition, on Israel's behalf, to the “legitimate rights or the 
Palestinians." 

Mr- Begin is cbntcnt to allow his military administrators — us Mr. 
Dayan said the other day — to act like foreign tyrants lording it over 
a native population. This is malignant neglect at its worst. 

In the meantime the West Bank is supplying Israel's enemies with 
all the ammunition they require to nail the Palestinian issue to the in- 
ternational agenda, and to draw interest away from such genuine 
danger spots as the frontier between Iraq and Iran, and between 
Syria and Jordan — let alone between the Soviet Union and Polund. 
Israel’s ambassador to the UN, Dr. Yehuda Blum, tried his valiant 
best (o focus the world's concern on these issues when the annual 
Palestinian debate started in the General Assembly this week. 

He will not succeedt however, and not only because Arab oil und 
gpld will these days overpower the finest Israeli argument. 
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WHERETO STAY 


DWELLINGS 


SERVICED APARTMENTS for rent. Short 
icrm. Special arrangement! for lung term. 
Iler/li) a Height!. Tel. 052-70251. 4 Rchov El- 
Al. Heralna. 


BOOKS 


INNOVATION - A mumhlj review of Israel 
R&D. One Year: S22. A.C. Publications Lid.. 
I’.O.B. KIUO. Jerusalem 91080. 


REALTY 


Mil l. REALTY - FLATS, shops, offices.fi 
Km; (ieurge Street . Jerusalem. 
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N CTANYA 

LARGE CONDOMINIUM, rumished. on the 
beach. Neunya. Israel for rent- Call evenings 
USA (21$) 664-7825. 

NETANYA QUALITY reasonably priced ser- 
viced huliday apartments. David Gaffan, 7 
Herd. P O.B. JOSS. Netanya. Tel. 053-39372, 
after hours 053-52 116. 

NETANYA. holiday apartments, weekly or 
monthly. Also apartment management and 
real estate. Apanmentcare. II Kikar Haatz- 
maut. Tel 053-44518. 

NETANYA QUALITY holiday apartments 
troni Dave Robinson. Shaanours, 6 Shmuel 
Hunaiiiv. Netanya. Tel. 053-28812. 


PLOTS 


ttfc BUY LAND, property in Israel. W. 
Goodman. Kaf-iet BeNovember 14a. 
Jerusalem. Tel. 02-662753. 


PERSONAL 
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COMMUNICATION FOR Jewish tingles 
throughout the world. Send paniculars and 
age: Shilov Organization., P.O.B. 6190, Tel 
Aviv. 



NOF HOTEL 

HAIFA.TEL.80731 
tOl.HANASSt AVE. 


highest standard 


TOVIA BIER — REAL ESTATE 

Villas. Flats. Plots, Hnuaea, Shops 
8 Keren Kaye met BI-, Jerusalem 
Tel. 0E-83B1S4, 08-8890X1 
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MATRIMONIAL 
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MATRIMONIAL: Intcrnoiionul Agency 
specialising in acudcmics. American/Euro- 
pean trudinnn. unlimited personal service, dis- 
cretion assured. Mr. Cheiril, P.O.B. 7382, 
Jerusalem. Tel. 02-234334. 

HYMANS SPECIALIZED JEWISH in- 
troductions. all age groups. Finest clientele — 
worldwide. Write Tree brochure: Hytnin's, 17 
New Oiford St.. London Wl, Tel. 806529. 


STAMPS OF ISRAEL 
Stamps and covets of ovary Issue 
since 1 948 Far free price lilt and 
descriptions, write 
ISRAEL STAMP 
COLLECTORS SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 864. Von Nuya. 
CA. 91408. (213) 997-6488. 


apartotelu* 

in Jerusalem 

For tourists: fully furnished, ser- 
viced. two room apartments for 
short term rant. 

P.O.B. 13100. Tel. 02-631221 
Telex: 26139 DETEL 



The English Canter of Bear-Shava 
and The English House of Aahkelon 
are seeking: 


NEW OWNERSHIP 

Serious persons interested in purchasing one or both of the above- 
mentioned, well-established language schools, offering a highly rewarding 
career in management/language leaching, should phone or write to: 

THE ENGLISH CENTER, P.O.B. 466, BEER-8HEVA 
Tel. 067-78 B96 or 061-23441 or 061-34249 


FURS BY 



A 


doty free 

Listed by the 
Ministry of Tourism 

fi.0, BEN YEHUDA ST. 
TEL AVIV, ISRAEL 
PHONE: 03-246333 


READERS' LETTERS 

‘IT COULD ONLY HAPPEN HERE’ 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — This is the Thanksgiving 
' season in the U.S. One of the things 
for which I am thankful this year 
concerns an experience I had last 
summer while visiting in Israel. 

My wife, my mother-in-law and I 
were travelling west on Suleiman, 
across from Herod's Gate, when, 
suddenly and most unexpectedly, 
the engine of our car flashed and 
burst into flames. The frightened 
ladies lept from the car, while I 
maneuvered the hood to lift it. 
Then, seemingly from nowhere, 
three Israeli enlisted men appeared. 

Very professionally, they analyzed 
the unfortunate condition of my 
automobile; they secured an able 
mechanic. One of them even ac- 
companied my wife across the street 
lo the post office, where he rang (re- 
quiring the use of several of his 
tokens) the Baptist Congregation on 


FACTORS IN CHOOSING A U.S. PRESIDENT 


7'n the Editor of The Jerutalem Post 

Sir, — Contrary to Yosef Gocll's 
protest (November 9), muny of us 
have the impression that Israelis con- 
sider themselves to be citizens of our 
fifty-first state. At least, this is an 
impression which representatives of 
your present and former governments 
seem to convey. 

When we elect an American presi- 
dent. il is with the God-given grateful 
privilege of frcc-and-equal American 
citizens that wc cast our ballot. Our first 
concern should rightly be: who is the 
best man for America. If he’s good for 
us. we may assume that he’ll be 
Invourahly disposed Id areas of interest 
to us. like our relations with a secure 
Israel. But heaven forbid that wc should 
vote with the foremost a priori thought, 
"will he be good for Israel?" 

We arc loyal citizens of this greatest 
nation on earth which gave us the rich 
hlcusingv .uni opportunities which we 
cherish. We defend rhe freedom of this 


RICHARD STRAUSS AND THE HOLOCAUST 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — As a professional musician 
and a religious Jew, 1 cannot remain 
silent when 1 read the enormous 
error made by Igor Markevitch of 
Paris on the subject of Richard 
Siruuss (November 30). Mr. 
Markevitch should have researched 
his subject a bit more before 
writing, ’’Do not forget that we owe 
to Strauss one of the most powerful 
lyrical works inspired by Jewish 
history: ‘Salome.’ ” If my memory 
serves me correctly, “Salome" is 
based on the beheading of John the 
Baptist; his allusion reminded me of 
the surprise expressed by a musician 
here in Israel when 1 refused to take 
part in a performance of Handel's 
“Messiah” on Christmas Day, as he 
was unaware that the work was 
Christian. 

in addition, though Mr. 
Markevitch may believe that a fac- 
tual explanation, however accurate 
or not, might sway the opinion of 
(he concert-going public in Israel, 
he seems to be unaware of the fact 
that emotions are not always based 
upon logic. The generation of 
Holocaust survivors, predominantly 


HAPPEN HERE' THE CRIME OF 

Narkis Street. .0 inform oar STONE-THROWING 

daughter and son-in-law why we To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

were — by then — over an hour late Sir, — While there may be other 

in meeting them. ways of quelling a riot than using 

I also want to mention the Arab live ammunition, still I do not agree 
-shopkeeper who had just drawn a with the U.S. State Department that 
pail of water, which he used to the IDF fired on unarmed young 
douse our fire, and the shop owner people. 

who so graciously provided a chair A stone in the hands of a stone 
for my wife’s mother. thrower is a lethal weapon. 

It occurred to me. that Saturday Someone hit in the head with the 

morning in Jerusalem, that we had t \ * 

witnessed a remarkable incident, P«™anent brain damage. A stone 
which perhaps could have hap- ‘he eye has been known to cause 

1 Jli.. „ blindness. A stone in the kneecao_ 

pened only in your city, — can cause litelong crippling. And a 
nans, in a distressful situation on driver of a vehi ', e £ stoned 
our way to church, had been most |osc conlrol and , lhe 

kindly and courteously rested by * , ff h mad „ d £ wn “ n em . 

Jewish’men and°™ < ^y thought- lh ‘ de “ ha ° f 

fu, Moslems. lhrow „ ^ be 

TOM L. INGRAM liable to arrest for premeditation to 

Roswell, New Mexico. commit manslaughter. If the law 

doesn’t cover such a thing, it should 

jr. A il c PRFC|nP\]T & e amended forthwith. And then it 
^ A Vm ** m I shouJd be implemcnted agajnst a „ 

glorious lund to which men and women stone throwers, including the Jewish 
has-e Hocked front eve iy comer of the oncs on the Ramot road and 
globe in search of their share of our d8ewhere> , t is about time thijj 
freedoms und opportunities, including .... . 

the 500.000 Israelis who were disil- trcaU r d sU ? nc throwing as 

lusioned in their own country and settled the violent crime that it is. 
here freely among us. SHOSHANA ROUDA 

Therefore, wc deeply resent the long Petah Tikva. 
nuse of Ezcr Weizman poking into our 

privutc politicul uffairs. In protest of his REVERENCE 

chtitzpa. several of us gave our free vote rrtD l i nr 

in President-elect Ronald Reagan. MJK Lift 

Cun you imagine the outcry from To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Peres und company if Jimmy Carter Sir. — As the daughter-in-law of a 
took an icc-cream ride In a helicopter furrier and u teacher of ecology (which 
over Tel Aviv with Menachem Begin includes u unit on vunishing species). I 
prior tit vour elections'? The waves of the read with gieut interest the unicle on the 
Mediterranean Sou would tremble from flourishing fur industry in Israel. I am 
shore to shore in righteous indignation, glad Isrueli furriers are milking money 
Lei Israelis rule from Metullu to Eilat by selling furs lo women who wear them, 
in hculth and in peace. And they should On moral grounds, I cun have no objec- 
lei us govern our own 50 states with no lion to the selling of furs ruised for that 
outside interference. purpose, i.e., mink, rabbit, etc. Since 

R 4 RBI ESOR BEN-SORFK these animals arc deliberately bred lo be 
Sealtird. New York. lur corns ;md there are muny. muny of 

them, the species is not in danger of cx- 

W THE HOLOCAUST artid*. ,h« 

from Germany and Austria, are writer indicates I hut jungle cats. such as 
among the greatest contributors lo Icopaird. lynx und tiger, are the most ex- 
Israel's artistic growth, and German * re . 

raamoinc n frgn..^ntlv blllllMll the buyer 111 ihc U.S. Il IS Uhoill 

remains a frequently heard lhls pom , lhn( j mus , cxprtfS5 niy out- 
language in Israel s concert halls. rage Why arc these furs off limits in the 
Their sensitivities on the subject of u.S.V Because they are on the cn- 
Wagner and Strauss but not dungcred species list. That means that 
Moussorgski, Tchaikovsky, Chopin, the species » in danger of extinction, 
Lehar, and a host of other com- '- e - extermination, 
posers frequently played here, can- vv *’ crc ’ is . l h c VH,UC reverence lor 
not be rationalized away, especially 1 he Jewish people claim In be their 
tmrhAn ikni own • »' un individuul furrier feels (lie 

il, 1, n? ? *5 need to make money even if it means the 

people are no longer particularly lolul extinction of n species of unim.il, 

young. Ltneur krnmutr' lh:| l may well be human nature. Bill 

nnpi Orel, al/c/V/G whertf js lhu gnvcrnnwnt lo bun such 

onei oraa. terrible behaviour? The U.S. guvern- 

Sir, — I wish lo express my full- mcnt stopped il. Why not the Israeli? 
hearted agreement and my admira- IR,!i HOFFERT 

lion to the famous conductor, Igor 0rcal Ncc *- N - Y - 
Markevitch, for his letter in support GENE TIC 

of Richard Strauss. All his stale- TCIVflINrTririiiitf r 

ments appear most convincing. w^^nlW ur 

Strauss did much for Jewish musi- To mUoro SThe Jerusalem Poet 

cians even in the first years of the f 1 ?' — Hftdaaaah Hospital should 

Third Reich. He could hardly act ELttJSj 'sSSSWlL 

“S, 'K5 -rtf*- 

P ' b : Wl ? .° r *“* 80n Involving genetic engineering. It (a 

Franz, was Jewish and thus his two clear from the oontrovenv in the 
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glorioux lund to which men and women 
huve flocked from every comer of the 
globe in search of their share of our 
Freedoms and opportunities, including 
the 500.000 Israelis who were disil- 
lusioned in their own country and settled 
here freely umong us. 

Therefore, wc deeply resent the long 
nuse of Ezcr Weizman poking into our 
privutc politicul uffairs. In protest of his 
chtitspa. several of us gave our Tree vote 
to Preside ni -dec i Ronald Reagan. 

Cun you imagine the outcry from 
Peres and company if Jimmy Carter 
took an icc-cream ride in a helicopter 
over Tel Aviv with Menachem Begin 
prior to your elections'? The waves of the 
Mediterranean Sea would tremble from 
shore to shore in righteous indignation. 

Lei Israelis rule from Metullu to Eilat 
in hculth and in peace. And they should 
lei us guvem our own 50 states with no 
outside interference. 

RJRBI ESOR BES-SORFK 
Sea turd. New York. 


from Germany and Austria, are 
among the greatest contributors lo 
Israel’s artistic g/owth, and German 
remains n frequently heard 
language in Israel’s concert halls. 
Their sensitivities on the subject of 
Wagner and Strauss but not 
Moussorgski, Tchaikovsky, Chopin, 
Lehar, and a host of other com- 
posers frequently played here, can- 
not be rationalized away, especially 
when one remembers Ihul these 
people are no longer particularly 

y ° Ung ' MOSHE KOENIG 

Bnei Brak. 

Sir, — I wish lo express my full- 
hearled agreement and my admira- 
tion to the famous conductor, Igor 
Markevitch, for his letter in support 
of Richard Strauss. AM his state- 
ments appear most convincing. 

Strauss did much for Jewish musi- 
cians even in the first years of the 
Third Reich. He could hardly act 
otherwise, for his own daughter-in- 
law, Alice Grab, wife of his son 
Franz, was Jewish and thus his two 


Ramat Gan. 


LORD SILKIN’S INTEREST IN ISRAEL 


JV> the Editor qf The Jermalem Poet 

Sir, — Your London correspon- 
dent reported (November 8) that 
the late father of John Sllkln “tend- 
ed to keep aloof from the Jewish 
community." 

The late Lord Sllkln waa deeply 
interested In Israel and in the Tech- 
nton. The Technlon Society of Great 
Britain came Into existence In 1061 
at a meeting called by Lord Sllkln 
in the House of Lords. He waa the 
first President of the Society and 


remained President of what later 
became known a a the British Teoh- 
nlon Society until 1063. It waa dur- 
ing his leadership of the organisa- 
tion that British Jewry waa 
successfully mobilized to provide 
funds for the construction of the 
Churchill Auditorium and the 
Senate House at Technlon City, 
among other projects. 

ZM VZD FR1EDLANDBR 
Director of Public Relations, 
The Technlon 

Haifa. 
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cumapeotlon. 

As a member of the Institutional 
Review Board of Boston University 
Medical Centre, a board that 
reviews medical rescaroh on 
human subjects, I find it objec- 
tionable that Hadassah permits 
human experimentation which the 
best minds In the medloal com- 
munity in AmerloA view with 
critical skepticism. 

I would welcome a breakthrough 
In genetic research but crossing 
borders to oarry on suoh 
“scholarship" ought to be viewed 
by Hadassah with a great deal 
more restraint. 

RABBI RICHARD M. Y ELLIN 
Boston, Mass. 
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READERS' LETTERS 


SOVIET DROPOUTS IN U.S. 


To the Editor qf The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — I refer to Moshe Koenig s 
letter of October 17 regarding 
Soviet immigrants to Israel. He 
states that in the United States, only 
a few fledgling groups show interest 
in the absorption of Soviet Jews, 
“these same Soviet Jews who have 
not a good word to say about Israel 
will live in squalor unlike anything 
they would ever encounter in Israel 
without a word of complaint." 

I submit that Mr. Koenig is 
ignorant or the facts that exist in 
North America. We live in a Jewish 
community where a well-organized 
body — not “fledgling" — of 
professionals and dedicated volun- 
teers has worked to absorb those 
immigrants who have arrived here, 
and none of these lives in any sort of 
squalor. Apartments for them have 
been located by a standing commit- 
tee, which also has the respon- 
sibility of furnishing their new 
homes completely — furniture, 
linens, dishes, and a fully stocked 
refrigerator-freezer. A telephone is 
installed within the week of (heir 
arrival. They are helped in matters 
of language, job hunting, shopping, 
banking, transportation and general 


Jewish acculturation until they can 
manage for themselves. They are in- 
troduced to a wide spectrum of 
religious observance, from which 
they are free to choose. 

Of course there are problems, 
which we try to resolve, but not one 
of them lives in a degraded condi- 
tion. We know of many Jewish com- 
munities throughout the U.S. where 
Soviet immigrants are welcomed in 
a similar fashion. 

We sincerely wish that a much 
greater percentage of Soviet 
emigres would choose to live in 
Israel. But do not denigrate the 
work of American Jewish com- 
munities where people have extend- 
ed the hand of friendship to their 
fellow Jews and have worked 
diligently lo settle immigrants suc- 
cessfully. 

Wc support and encourage aliya 
and arc proud to say that our son 
became an oleh (his year, but as 
long as a Soviet Jew is free of Ihe 
strangling restrictions of the USSR, 
there ia hope he will return lo the 
wuys of his people. 

CAROL AND JOSEPH LEVIN 
Highland Park, N.J. 


ORGANIZED TRIP TO ISRAEL 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 1 

Sir, — I refer to Jefferey Heller's ( 
report of November 9 about Ihe ajc 
(American Jewish Congress) trips to s 
Israel. I 

I beg to differ with Betty f 
Weir Alderson, quoted in the article t 
as saying that the AJC is “the only 
organization that sets up encounters 
between tourists and Israeli Arabs." 

The Israel Seminars Foundation j 
specializes in tailor-made itineraries 
for special interest groups, as well as 

communal groups, for Americans 

planning to visit Israel. Working in 
cooperation with the American 
Desk or the WZO’s Organization 
Department, we have all the 
necessary contacts in Israel lo set i 
up meetings with any group in 
which our participants are in- 
terested. Just like the AJC. we also 
provide the participants with a pre- 
departure questionnaire, so that we 
can arrange for home hospitality in 


Israel with their professional coun- 
terparts. 

Amongst our forthcoming trips, 
scheduled for the spring of 1981, 
there is a seminar for health 
professionals as well as an Israel 
business and investment seminar. 

DORON HOROWITZ. 

Director, 

Israel Seminars Foundation 
New York. 

INTERFAITH AWARD 

, To the Editor qf llu Jerusalem Post 

Sir. — We ahould like to thank you For 
your coverage of the annual award 
ceremony of (he Israel Interfaith Com- 
mittee (October 31). It should however 
be mentioned that the awards are given 
'only through the generous and con- 
tinuous support of the Maurice and Fay 
B. Kargf Peace Fund or the Los Angeles 
’Jewish Community Foundation. 


Jerusalem. 


JOSEPH EMANUEL 
Secretary General 
Israel Interfailh Committee 


SINAI COMPENSATION 

To llte Eittdr af The Jerusalem Pair 
Sir, — In the controversy now go- 
ing on about the IS1.100 million 
compensation payment to the Sinai 
settlers, one aspect was never con- 
sidered: nobody bothered to ap- 
proach the Egyptians and find out 
whether or not they would be in- 
terested to receive all these proper- 
ties intact and in that case, how 
much they would be willing to pay 
for it. It must be made clear to them 
that, if they are not willing to pay 
anything, everything will be com- 
pletely destroyed and all they will 
get is the desert that was there 
before. 

It stands to reason to assume that, 
once the Egyptians clearly unders- 
tand the above-mentioned alter- 
native, it would be in their own in- 
terest to offer some compensation, 
although it might be smaller than 
one billion shekels. In any case, il 
would considerably alleviate the 
financial burden in question and il is 
certainly worth trying. 

DR. JACOB ROSIN 

Netanya. 

* * ¥ 

To the Editor ef The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — I Immigrated to Israel some 
years ago. Like the residents of Yamil 
Bnd Pilhat Rafiah, I gave up a very com- 
fortable home (not subsidized by easy 
government loans) and a good livelihood 
(noi protected by the government). In 
addition to language difficulties, I en- 
dangered my children’s future and was 
subjected lo the danger of three enemy 
invasions. 

Yet, strangely enough, il never oc- 
curred to me to present my bill to the 
Knesset Tor inconveniences endured in 
the cause. I must be part of the retarded 
majority. 

JOE DUBIN 

Migdnl Ha’Emck. 

RAOUL WALLENBERG 

To the Editor af The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — I am writing a historical 
biography of Raoul Wallenberg, the 
Swede who saved thousands of 
Budapest Jews from the Nazis dur- 
ing the Holocaust. I would ap- 
preciate correspondence with in- 
dividuals who had contact with him. 

ELENORE LESTER 
The Jewish Week 
/ Park Ave. New York, N.Y. 10016 
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HELP FOR BATTERED WOMEN 


To rhe Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — Just cuter Rosh Hashana, 
The Jerusalem Post was good 
enough lo publish a tetter from the 
Shelter for the Battered Woman 
appealing for items of kitchen 
equipment and bedding in good 
condition to make the lives of (he 
women and their children in the 
Shelter just that bit more comfor- 
table. 


Since then, we have been touched 
by the kindness of so many people 
— both individuals and groups. 
Some brought us household articles 
and some, who had none to spare, 
sent us money and asked us to buy 
whatever we needed most urgently. 

MARION LUPU 
Nashtm Lemaan N as him Shelter 

„ . r P.O. Box. 4667. 

Haifa. 


‘TOWARD A BANANA REPUBLIC 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — I believe Israel should now 
concentrate an the massive planting of 
bananas and the export of this precious 
fruit. We definitely have become a 
banana republic. 

Do any of our leaders honestly believe 
(hat an economy can survive with infla- 
tion of 200 per cent a year which Is inex- 
orably spiralling towards 300 per cent 
and probably higher? With an external 
debt of close to $20 billion and an inter- 


nal debt exceeding IS80 billion our posi- 
tion is indeed precarious. 

This letter should end with a .wild 
scream or anguish. Our present posi- 
tion is no lest dangerous than the wars 
we Fought in ihe past. But alas, a whim- 
per is its conclusion in the knowledge 
that the schnorr mentality will prevail in 
the belief that, when necessary. Uncle 
Sam will bail us out. God help us! 
Haifa. E - COHEN 


Forbes view 

Excerpt (rom an article by tha editor of FORBES. America's No. 1 
.business magazine, written after his visit td Israel with the magazine's 
president. 


No amount of reading or talking prepares the 
first-time visitor for the surprise that 1s Israel. 
Before the Jewish colonization those barren, stony 
Judean hilts must have resembled the moon; in 
parts they still do. How could such a waterless, 
treeless place (one is tempted to say godforsaken 
but then one remembers It Is the land of the Bible) 
have been turned into a flourishing modernsodety 
in loss than a third qf a century? 

HoV^carn^o^ew have been turned from a dead 
language Into a living, working, vibrant tongue In 
not muoh more time? How can suoh a country 
have built a ftrat-olass airoraft industry, become 
proficient In computer technology and 
revolutionised agriculture in the desert? It defies 
belief. Here is a nation that has proven patriotism 
and military servioe are not incompatible with 
democracy and individualism. The whole thing is 
a triumph of spirit and mind over matter. By 
comparison with the Israeli eoonomio miracle, the 


German, Japaneae and Brazilian "miracles" pale 
Into Insignificance. 

You come to Jerusalem expecting a dusty old 
place and find Instead a modern city withperhapB 
the most harmonious architecture In the world — 
harmonious because the olty’a farsighted leaders 
decreed that all the buildings, whatever their 
style, must be faced with the native Jerusalem 
stone. 

Israel, in short, In building a new society on 
democracy and religion le a living insult to 
communism, whlah started to build a new society 
and built a J allhouse Instead. Israel is equally an 
affront to the Khomeinis, who wont to turn back 
the clock and restore women to the veil. Both 
communists and Khomeinis feel threatened by this 
demonstration of what democracy o&n 
accomplish. No wonder a great Moslem like 
Anwar Sadat sees in Israel so muoh he would like 
to emulate in Egypt. No wonder the Kremlin and 
Qum would like to see Israel destroyed. 
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